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THE DEDICATION. 



Thou triune God! from whose rich stores of grace 

All good proceeds, I now approach Thy throne, 

To lay myself, and this my weak attempt, 

Beneath the smile of patronage Supreme. 

My eye keep single, and my aim direct; 

That all my efforts, in concurrence sweet. 

May spread Thy praise, and edify Thy flock 

In things divine. O let this select work 

Stand up a faithful witness for thy truth; 

Against the floods of error may it stand 

A brazen bulwark, durable and firm. 

Father Omnipotent! Thy love doth sound 
Along each line. Far as Thy word reveals 
Thy plans and counsels^ I with joy have mark'd 
The brilliant footsteps of eternal grace 
Tow'rds guilty man. Jesus! Thy charming name, 
Bright as the noon-day sun, hath gilt each page. 
The glories of Thy bleeding love is now 
My darling theme. Thy influence benign, 
Thou sacred Comforter! shed on my heart. 
Teach me t' edite the thunders of Thy word 
With sacred care; and point, with steady hand, 
The dread artillery of the flaming mount 
Against the conscience of Thy rebel foes. 
When sinners, wounded by Thy terrors, fall; 
And rack'd with guilty pains, begin to lift, 
Towards Thy mercy seat a tearful eye, 
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Or breathe a urishfor peace; O for that balnt) 
So fam'd in Bacred story for its power 
To heal! O for the gracious words of pardont 
Free pardon promis'd thronf^ atoning blood, 
To draw the sting of guilt and pour that health 
O^er all the soul, that health divine which none 
"Bntfiardon'd sinners ere can know or feelT 
Th* exhaustless wells of thy salvation, fed 
By springs perennial, teach me to disclose; 
That, hither led. Thy lambs with joy may drint& 
Of living waters; and, with gentle hand", 
Their steps to guide, where richest pastures rise, 
With endless verdure crown'd, there to partake 
Of angel's food, and grow prepar*^d for heaven, 
Where partial knowledge meets the blaze of day, 
And means so blest on earth, shall all be dbne awayi 
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PREFACE. 



The Evangelical Magazine, published in London, 
made its first appearance in July, 1793. A small vol- 
ume was printed that year; and the proprietors have 
annually published a large octavo volume to the pres* 
ent time. Of course there are now sixteen volumes 
before the public. 

This work is regularly supported by thirty six minis, 
ters of the gospel, of different denominations, and of the 
first respectability in England; and occasionallv assisted 
by many other ministers and friends of evangelical truth, 
both in Europe and America. It is the most extensively 
useful and generally interesting periodical publication 
of the kind m the world.. Twenty thousand copies of 
which, in monthly numbers, are circulated among the 
friends of the mystery of godliness, and others, in every 
quarter of the globe. Having had access to this work 
from the beginning, I have long anxiously desired its 
precious contents might be more generally known in 
this country, than which, certainly nothing more is ne- 
cessary to recommend it to real believers in Jesus, of 
every denomination. 

There is such a vein of Christian experience runs 
through the whole, such a purity of doctrine every where 
maintained with singular ability, and the necessity and 
excellence of gospel morality is always treated in such 
a manner, as must convince tliose who are strangers to 
the truth, that although Christ is the righteousness of 
believers, the grace of God teacheth them to deny un- 
godliness, and every worldly lust, and to live soberly, 
righteously, and godly, in this present world; and will 
greatly edify and establish the weak in faith, and remove 
file doubts and comfort the hearts of the feeble minded. 

Feeling a conviction in my own mind of the probable 
utility of such a work as might readily be compiled from 
9uch a source^ I have been induced to make an e^certion 
to bring the successful labors of these eminently distin- 
guished servants of the Lord Jesus Christ, except those 
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parti ioeaHy uninteresting 1^ us, before the Ameiican 
publict in a form that might be generally useful. May 
tiie blesaing <^ Him whd makem truly rich, attend the 
undertaking, and render it productive of many peima- 
jnently beneficial effects to every reader. , 

I have been somewhat at a loss to know wliich part of 
the Magazine to take hold of firstj to select all that is 
excellent woi^ be little short of taking the whole. I 
have finally commenced with tfie Evangelicana, a term 
recently adopted by the editor to include anecdotesj 
hints, and other detached papers; though I have by no 
means confined my selections to that department. From 
the nature of thib work and tte character of the original, 
which is above praise, it is hoped this little volume will 
prove a source of great entertainment to all who read it, 
and a peculiarly precious repast to the experimental f<rf. 
lowers of the Lamb. It has all the fascmation and amuse* 
ment o^ novelty and variety, while it communicates the 
most salutary and important instructions to the mind. 

Some of the anecdotes and providential incidents, con- 
sidered in themselves^ may perhaps be thought not suffi- 
ciently meritorious to be publicly useful, but when view- 
ed in connexion with the improvement which is made 
of such apparently trivial circumstances, there is not an 
article, it is believed, in the work, but will be found in- 
teresting iD all who duly observe the providences of God, 
and love the Divine character and government. .These 
events^ however remarkable, are not related merely to 
gratify the curiosity, and excite the wonder- and admira- 
tion of the reader; but are desijgned to^shew the univer- 
sal and constant care of our heavenly Father over his 
«Mldren, to set forth the unsearchable riches of his 
grace and compassion to the vilest of sinners, to com- 
fort, and encourage the excellent ti the' earth> to en-^ 
lighten the ighorant, and reform the vicious. 

In regard to arrangement, I have followed the order 
of the magazine generally. Several scraps of the muses 
are interspersed, though not systematically, I hope not 
incongruously, in various parts of the work. I ani sen- 
sible some of these and several other articles might 
have been more happily located; but as the work pro- 
fesses to be only a miscellaneous compilation, a studied 
me^od has been purposely avoided. 
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The intrinsic merit of the fonowiag address to the 
Magazine soon after its first pubUcati^m, although per- 
haps not exactly apposite, sufficiently apologises for ibs 
application to the Gospel Treasury. 

** 0% little book, withoat delay, . 
Direct the careless to the wajr 

That leads te joys above. 
Spread la-* and wide die Savior^t aamer. 
The freeneas of his imiee proolalm. 

And sweetness ofnia lore. 

liVhile belt with all its legions roar'd, . 
TeH how his blood he freely poured. 

To save poor-roinM man. 
Pobt abners to his hleedins weundai- 
Svr how hia lore exeeeds all bomnda 

That mortal eyes can scan. 

Go» little book, and do not shun 
T* invite the wretched and undone 

To Christ the sinner^a friend; 
Jpi fulness from his j^'eatness 8hew> 
Cet. publicans and harlots know 

How wide his anus extend, 

i , To such as lone his love to see. 

Hold forth salvation iiill and ftees 

For them it is deslgn'd. 
Say to the fearful, hast^ awi^; 
Kow is the welcome gospel day; 
Seek now, and yon shaU finds'^ 

Paur plants, Apollos waters, Crod.giveth the increase*' 
To Him be glory for ever. 

WILLIAM COLLIER- 

CharlcMCovmt 'dfiril, 1809. 

P.S. This volume will be found an amusing and 
profitable companion for trayellers. Tvhe size is coH* 
Tenlent for carriage. Price &U 
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GOSPEL TREASURY. 



ADVERTISEMENT. 

AV IHFALLIBLB MEDICINE FOR THE CURB OF A DANCE;^- 
OUS DISORDER, TO BE HAD GRATIS. 

VV HERE AS a most violent and dangerous disorder 
has greatly prevailed in ttiis neighborhood, as well as in 
many other places, mnch resembling the plague; a friend 
of mankind has thought it expedient to publish the fol- 
lowing account of it, with its various symptoms and 
effects, and to recommend a method of cure, which has 
never failed in a single instance. 

The disease has long been known among the learned 
by a variety of names. The Greek physicians call it 
Amartia. It may be discovered by the following symp. 
toms. The head is always afflicted, particularly the eyes^ 
to that most objects are mistaken for each other. The 
understanding is clouded. The patient is sometimes denfy 
especially to certain subjects of discourse. The tongue is 
so strangely disordered, that it speaks perverse and bias* 
phcmous words. The patient has occasional fits of lame" 
ness^ especiall) when it is proposed to walk to a place of 
worship. But the heart is the principal seat of the dis- 
ease, from, the affection^ of which the senses and members 
are also disordered. This disease is^ upon good grounds, 
2 
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aapposod to be hereditary, and may be traced back to the 
common parent of mankind. It is, therefore^ universal; so 
that there never was bot one man in the world exempted 
from a taint of it. 

Tie present effects of this disorder are very dreadfuL 
It sometimes produces a rsiglngfever^ insatiable thirsty and 
extreme restlessness* The mind is at times alarmed, and 
filled with anxiety. The patient discovers pride^ tnvyj 
malice^ covetousness^tust^ deceit. His family, friends, and 
neighbors are frequently sufferers, as many in this place 
can testify. Magistrates are sometimes forced to inter, 
fere; and, though they seldom attempt a cure, they often 
prevent his doing further mischief. 

But the final consequences of this disease are form, 
idable in the utmost degree. Unless timely assistance be 
afforded, which must generally be in the early stages of 
it, the patient inevitably perishes. Death, dreadful death, 
must ensue; and that, attended with such circumstances* 
of misery, horror, and despair, that humanity is con.* 
stfained to draw a veil over the terrible scene. 

It is necessary to add, that by far the greater part of 
ihote OB whom it preys, lire utterly tosensible of their con* 
ditioB, and unwilling to admit that they are ill. It is prob. 
able, some who read this adTertisement may feel them, 
selves angry with thif representation of their ease, and be 
ready to throw It aside with disdain. A certain ladicatioa 
this, that the patient is dangerously disordered. But this 
may, at the same time, account for the general and fatal 
neglect of applying In tii&e to 

THE PHYSICIAN 
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This extraordinary mao is not, indeed, a seventh sofiy 
but the onli/ son^ of a most high and distinguished Person, 
age. He was intended for the profession from his birth^ 
and is in all respects properly qualified for it. His skilly 
tenderness, and care, were never impeached by any one of 
the thousjinds of patients whom he has perfectly restored.^ 
Uis practice has been incomparably extensive ; and miU 
lions can testify, that hy him the bljnd have received tbeiv 
sight, the lane have leaped as an hart, lepers have been 
cleansed, the deaf have been made quick of [hearing, and 
maay dead persons have been raised to life. After a lift 
of tbe most benevolent exertions, he was pnt to death by 
the malice of some ignorant practitioners^ who envied his* 
fame and saccess. However, the world still reaps Che 
benefit of that specific medicine which he prepared. Cer. 
tain persons appointed by him, committed his advice to 
writing, and have recorded it in a most excellent family 
book, wkkfa has gone throagh a thousand editions, and is 
commonly called 

THE BIBCB. 

Here we learn that tin i» tiie great dbeai e of the kaman 
race ; that it has the most imka^y eflbcts on the bocHes 
and 60uU of men ; that 'it has introduced all tho miseries 
nader wkii^ they groan, ^rein we are atfto tangkt that 
BO maa ean cure himself of lhi» disease; and, though 
anititwdes of qit»eks have re4S09kmendt!d nostroBM of their 
own, there is oniy ond medicine in the world that can ef:^ 
feet a core. Reader ! go learn what that meaneth. The 
blood of Jesus Christy his Sim^ cleapseih us from sin. 
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A SERIOUS QUESTION. 



A NUMBER of intimate friends being at dinner together 
en the Lord's day, one of the company, in order to pre- 
Tent impertinent discourse^said, It is a question whether we 
shall all goto heaven or not? This plain hint occasioned 
a general seriousness and self examination. One thought^ 
if any of this company go to heil, it must be myself; and 
so thought another, and another. Even the servants who 
waited at table, were affected in the same manner. In 
short, it was afterwards found that this one sentence proT. 
ed, by the special blessing of God, instrumental to their 
couTersion. What an encouragement is this to the Chris, 
tian, to gi?e a serious turn to his conversation when ia 
company. 



RELIGION AND INFIDELITY CONTRASTED. 

The Rc?. F. T. was so dead to the world, that he knew 
no go6d in it; but did much good with it. Having had, . 
in his old agc^ a fainting fit, and the means used to re- 
store him having been successful, he said, ^' Why did yon 
not let a poor old man go quietly away?" 

Mr... , physician to the Duke of Orleans, having 

been sent for to attend Voltaire, in his illness at Paris, 
the deistical philosopher said to him, ^^ Sir, I desire you 
will save my life. I will give you half my fortune if you 
will lengthen out my days only six months; if not I shaU 
go to the devil." 

Men may live fools^ but fools they cannot die. 
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AWFUL DEATH. 
Whilb the RcT. Mr. P*«*** was playing at cards in the 
house of a lady of his acquaintance, he was seized with a 
Tiolent pain in his stomach, a complaint to which he was 
occasionally subject. He sent home for a medicine which 
he had found beneficial at other times; and having taken 
it, said he was better, and sat down at the card table to 
pursue his diversions. But he soon dropped from his 
chair; and before he could be carried to his house, which 
was but a little way distant, he was a corpse! 

The wicked shall be driven away in his wickedness^ 
but the righteous hath hope in his death. To be hurried 
from the amusements of a card table, to the bar of a right- 
eous God, how different from the case of the righteous, 
who hath triumphant hope in his death; anticipating the 
moment of dissolution with abiwdant pleasure, and ending 
his mortal race In the full and happy enjoyment of that 
truly grand exultation of the Christian conqueror, O deathl 
^hcre Is thy sting? O gravel Where is thy victory? 



CONTRASTED JOYS... A REAL FACT. 
The ReT. Mr. James Uarvey was on«e riding in a stage 
coach with a gay young lady who expatiated, in a very 
lively manner, upon the pleasures of the theatre. Indeed 
said &he, I enjoy much happiness before I go^ in anticu 
pation; and when I am there, my pleasure is indiscriba- 
ble; and the recollection of the scene affords me much 
happiness the following day. 

Mr. H. replied, and is that all the happiness, madam, 
the threatre affords you? Is there not ^^one joy beside?" 
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Have yoQ forgotten tbe happiness it will afford you in the 
hour of death? The youth, struck with the scene of eter« 
nity which opened to her imagination, was brought under 
genuine coniiction of sin, and the vanity of f ugitire amuse« 
ments, and to pak-ticipate in the solid pleasures of religion. 
The following hymn Is predicated upon the aboTe anec* 
dote: 

How great my pleasures at the play! 
(A lady onoe was heard to say ) ^ 
Amusement surely aU divine! 
Be such aipusements always mine. 
First There's the joy I always Vsiovr, 
Before the hour arrives to go; 

And when I'm there hut who can say^ 

What are my raptures at the play! 
Besides, the reeoUected joy, 
Next day, affords me sweet emplojr . 
That may he true^ (a friend reply'd] 
But, is there not one joy hestde? 
Tou have not mentioned.... teU me why. 
The joys of plays when eaU'd to die. 
Perhaps a thunderbolt from heav'a 
Might then have less confhsion gtv'n. 
The gay young lady felt the smart. 
Conviction seiz'd her wounded heart 
Ko more she boasts her fonner joys^ 
Religion now her thoughts employs; 
False pleasures can no more amuse, 
• Superior bliss she now pursues. 
O happy change! she says, and tells you whj. 
Religion's joys will last when 6aUUM..to die. 
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THE ROSE OP SHARON. 

CA.NT. S.1. 

In Sli^ron's iovtAj torn 

Immortal beauties shine; 
Its sweet, refreshing fragrance shows 

Its origin divine. 

How Uooming 'tis, and fair; 

O roaf my happy hreast 
This lovely rose for ever wear. 

And be, supremely blest. 



SBNTENtlOUS SELECTIOirS. 
We are commonly most careless where we should be 
most careful. 

When (he flail of affliction is upon me, let me not be the 
chaff that flies in thjr face; but the corn that lies at thj 
feet. 

To an afflicted believer. First, remember that you are 
not under the law, but under grace; and therefore your 
state is good. 

Secondly. That you are upon earth, and not in heaven; 
therefore, your happiness mast be incomplete. • 

He who is unwilling to die when he must, and he who 
desirest to die when he mu9t not, are alike cowards. 

Worldly riches and honor can never fully content the 
mind. The way to contentment is not by raisfng the es- 
tate higher, but by bringing the heart lawer, and having 
God for a portion. 



A DOER OP THE WORD. 
A room woman in the country went tp hear a sermon, 
wherein, among other evil practices, the use of dishonest 
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weights and measures was exposed. With this discourse, 
she was much affected. The ne&t day, wheo the miaister, 
according to his custom, went among his hearers, and call, 
ed upon the woman, he took occasion to ask her what she 
recollected of hi» sermon? The poor woman complained 
much of her bad memory, and said that she had forgotten 
almost all that he had delivered. ''But one thing,'' said 
she, ''I remembered. I remembered to burn my bushel." 
*«* A doer of the word caoDOt be a forgetful hearer. 



SERIOUS CONSIDERATION. 
I KNOW that I must die; but what preparation hate I 
made for it? O! my soul, what evidences hast thou for 
heayenl I must die; but am I now dead to sin} I must 
appear before God in judgment; but, what account 
can I give of jny life? Those who are pardoned through 
faith in Christ, and sanctified by the Holy Ghost, will be 
eternally happy: but is this my case? Am I pardoned? 
Have I repented? Have I forsaken sin? And do I delight 
in God, and in hisservice,and carefully shun all evil com- 
pany, and evil words and actions? Lord, have mercy upon 
met Make me holy, and fit me for thy presence! 



A DREAM. 
I AM well acquainted with a minister, now lifing^ 
who, for some time after his entrance upon the sacred 
Binistry,was frequently harassed with fears that he should 
not be able to proceed in the work. Often, on a Lord's 
day evening, he would think within l^imself, ''Now, I asi 
quite exhausted; 1 hate said all I can sajr* How shall I 
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efer be able to compose another sermon? Is it possible 
for me to go on in the ministry, where people are expect, 
ing things new as well as old, from time to time?*' It al- 
ways happened to him better than his fears; for, by the 
next time of preaching, something occurred to his mind 
whereon to preach, which proved of benefit to some. But 
there was one week, in particular, through the whole of 
which he could not bring his mind to fix, for any time, upon 
any subject. He turned over his Bible and Concordance, 
from day to day, and supplicated the throne of grace. At 
times he seemed to have an insight into a passage of scrip, 
ture; but could not long pursue any meditation before he 
found himself almost obliged to give it up, through embar- 
rassment and perplexity. In this unhappy state he contin. 
ued till very late on the Saturday night, when he retired to 
his bed,almost in despair of being able to appear in the pal. 
pit on the following day; nor did he ex pect to sleep, the anx. 
iety he felt was so great; but,contrary to his expectations, 
he soon went to rest; and,before he waked,he dreamed that 
hewent to a parish church, where, in former days, be had 
statedly attended,and that with unspeakable pIeasure,upon. 
theministry of theRer.Mr.Vcnn. After the prayers were 
OTer,he beheld with tears of joy his dear minister ascend the 
pulpit,who,after a short, but comprehensi? e and animated 
extemporary prayer, took for his text Matt, viii.9. ^^Lord, 
if thou wilt, tlfon canst make me clean." After a Very 
striking introduction, in which he exhibited the sense of 
ike passage in the clearest point of vkw, he took occasion 
from ih^ce^ and that in a manner almost peculiar to h^« 
i^to point out the nncleanne8s,pollutio»,and impurities 
of fallen man, together with the ability and willingness of 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



the Lord Jesras Chtht to make him clean; aod aUo, th^ 
poor sinner's earnest solicitude for the benefit, when once 
he becomes sensible of bis absolute Aeed thereof. At the 
conclusion of the senricct the minister awaked from hift 
sleep, surprised to find himself in bed, but verjr much 
refreshed by his sleep, and still more by his dream, H^ 
^uld not donbt of invisible agency over the human mind, 
both by night and day; when men wake, and when they, 
sleep. He thought he retained in his mind all that in hia 
sleep he had heard ; aod found himeelf happy in being 
tjuis prp?ided with what he uo very much wanted •«.. a 
subject whereon to discourse that day to his people. It 
served him for the whole day^ which was a comfortable one 
to himself j and a time of refreshing to many of his flock. 
The reader will make his own reflections* S^ B. 



AN EVANGELICAL MINISTER'S SUPPORTS UNDER 
DISCOURAGEMENT. 

'^ Shall I entirely {^i?e up the employment," said a 
servant of Christ, in his study one day, when ruminating on 
his want of apparent success, i^'and retire to some private 
station? Has not my Master who once graciously smiled 
0( my labors, done with me? In the mournful language 
of the prophet, may I not say, Lord, who has believed ray 
report? But I check myself in these melancholy minings. 
To be rewarded even by the approbation of fellow crea* 
tnres, for all my good intentions and friendly labors, ts a 
▼ai^, perhaps a carnal and seijish expectation. Happily 
will it be if I hear my conscience now, and my great Mas* 
teratlasteay, Well done! 
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^'WiemoTC fakhftil I have been in my discourses to the 
consciences of mj hearers, the less will those the most deep- 
hf interested approre them. Subjf^ets of a general nature, 
especially if delftered with a popular pathds, may be ad- 
mired and much talked of; \ini if my auditors, thoa^k 
not pleased, be profited; if the consciences of shiners hare 
been con^?inced, and the peof^Ieof God excited to greater 
watchfulness, zeal, and devotion; ought not this to sup- 
port rae hi my work? Lord grant that this may be the 
happy case of my hearers.'* 

Just as he had finished this soffif oquy, a note was put into 
his hands, to the following purpose; '^I thank you, dear 
fir, for your sermon, yesterday from 1 John ▼. 25. It pen- 
etrated my very heart. I, / am the idofater whom yon 
described;" with other things to the same Import. This 
seasonable remark happily reltered his mind from a state of 
painful dejection; and, going among his people,he found, 
to his great encouragement, that his late preaching had 
been particularly useful to matny. 

It was his earnest desire the above should be made 
public, and the following remarks addc^, for the comfort 
of his brethren. Preaching, though not remarkably and 
visibly blessed, may be very useful; therefore, in the 
morning sow thy seed, and in the evening withhold not 
tHine hand, for thou k no west not whether shall prosper 
this or that, or whether they shall both be alike good. 



THE CONVETRSION OF A SOaNIAN. 
A Mr. W . . . . , by reading the writings of Dr. F. Mr. L. 
asd others of the same sentin<€n(s, imbibed the Socinian 
scliefne; and, by degrees, foisook the house of God, and 
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tht faithful labors of Mr. D. the minister whom be for* 
merly attended. Mr. D. took frequent occasions to wara 
him against the dangerous consequences of rejecting 
Christ, and neglecting his ordinances, as well as oi the 
pernicious effects which his example might produce among 
bis children luad family. After moch affectionate eiihorta. 
tion, which seemed to make no impression on Mr. W., Mr. 
D. had the following remarkable dream: He thought 
himself deeply engaged in conversation with his friend^ 
laboring bard to con? ince him of his fatal errors^ when, 
at length, be fancied he heard a Toioe saying, ^^Thou bast 
gidned thy brother." This affected him so much, that be 
immediately awoke, and broke out into a flood of tears, 
rejoicing in the happy event. 

Mr.D. took an early opportunity of waitiag on Mr. W. 
and lelated to him his dream; when, taking him by the 
band he added, ^^f it please God to realize my dream, I 
shall account it one of the happiest events of my life." 
To which Mr. W., struck with his disinterested friend* 
jbip, replied, ^^If it would be so happy for yoe, slr^ how 
much more so for mel" But no change as yet appeared 
to take place in bis views. 

Some months after this, Mr. W. was taken iU, and his 
disorder proved a consumption. Mr.p. visited him again, 
and renewed the theme with great earnestness. Mr. W, 
was now offended, and said, ^^ Sir, I am now quite fixed 
in my sentiments; you only make me uneasy; 1 desire 
that I may never hear any thing more of this sub- 
ject." M r. D. took leave of his friend with a heavy heart, 
saving within himself, ^'What is become of my pleasing 
^ream!'^ but reflected, as he went home, that, however 
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fixed Mr. W. was in his dangerous sentiments God was 
abie to ^u&» him again, and settle bim at last on the Rock 
of ages. H^ therefore retired to his doset^and witli mucli 
importonitj besought the Lord on his account. 

Early next morning a messenger was sent from Mr. W. 
entreating his iminediate attendance. He gladly obeydl 
the summons. Mr. W. who was In bed, stretched out his 
arms to receive him, and cried out, ^^O, Mr. D. I am 
one of the most miserable beings in the world. I have lost 
my Godl«> <4 hope not," said Mr. D. ^'I hope It is la 
^reat mercy to your soul, and that God is about to bring 
you to the knowledge of Christ;" to which Mr. W. added^ 
in a most earnesttone, ^Kjrod Almighty grant that It may!" 
He now desired Mr.D. to talk to him, to tellhim of Christ 
and his salvation, and to pray for him; which he readily 
did. Mr* W. appeared to be quite melted and brokea 
down; and begged that Mr. D. would renew hts visit 
every day while he lived. He seemed to be truly serious, 
and,above all t1iing8,concerned for an interest in the blood 
and righteousness of Christ, which before he had discarded, 
About three days before his death he was filled with joyi 
and, in the hearing of a pious sister, broke out m a kind of 
testacy, repeating those excellettt iiaesef Dr. Watts; 

'' Christ and his eross is all our theme; 

T^e myst'ries that we speak 
Are scandal in the Jews' esteem^ 

And folly to the Greek; 
Bat souls enlighten'd from ahove. 

With joy receive the word; 
They see what wisdom, power, and love^ 

Shine in their dying Lord," &c. 

He died an eminent instance of the sovereign grace of 
God. G. B. 

Vol I. S 
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BAD COMPANY. 
TtfB Ttry sound of tbo expression, bad company, is 
painful to a prudent and pious ear. The soul of a food 
odati trembles at the idea of being the c<»npanion of the 
wicked. And what is the reason? He has many reasons 
for it. He has reasons which relate to time, and reasons 
which relate to eternity. He knows such cinnpany to bo 
disgraceful. The wise and good judge of men by their 
company; and wUh them it is always counted disrepnta* 
ble to be eeen in the society of those whose character is 
alained. E?il company also hinders religious improie* 
meot; takes off the heart from God; gradually lessens 
Ao fear of sin; imperceptibly draws men into the com. 
mission of iniquity; and, in this way, destroys both the 
vsefulness and comfort of life. It has been the ruin of 
thousands and tens of thousands^ By it, multitudes have 
been led on to actions and crimes, at the bare thought of 
Which their souls once shuddered. By means of e?il com* 
pkiny^ they have had their minds filled with fears, and their 
consciences oferwhelmed with horror; and, for one that 
has escaped by true faith and sincere repentance, there is 
reason to suspect many hate gone down to helL 

If, therefore, you f alue jour credit and comfort in life, 
ycur peace in death, or your happiness in eternity, shun 
e?il company as destruction; and remember, that under 
the idea of dangerous society, we are to include not only 
the drunkard, the profane swearer, the unchaste, or the 
dishonest; but likewise all who do not lore God, and obey 
the gospel of Jesus Christ. Lord, keep me near thyself! 
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THB SIKNEB LEU BY A WAY HE KNEW NOT. 
SoMS years ago, a young man, about eigiileeB years of 
ago, was walking one morning with a party of other young 
men, who had all agreed for th^ day to make a holiday. 
Thc^ first object that attracted their attention, was an oM 
woman who pretended to tell fortunes. They inunediu 
atdy employed her to tqll thei^ ; and, that they might 
fttlty qualify her fbs the undevtaking, fiist madp.her thoD^ 
eughly intoxicated with spiritaus liquor. The yoking raani 
of whom menton was first maite, was. informed, 1iBu»g 
other tiuagi^ tiiat Ik would Ure to a lery old age, and see . 
hte cUUren, f^and childrai, and great grai^ chtl^mij 
growing np abound him. Though he had assisted ip qual* 
Hying thaold woman for the fraud, by iotoxicating her jfet 
hehadeiediiUjIy cnAogh lo be struck with those part&of 
her pxedfelionfl whieh relnted to hteself. And so, quQth 
Ike, wtbee alone,I am to Uie to see cWldfen,gcand ohikhren, 
tad great grand ehUdren! AtthatagelmusibeahurdMi 
tet the young people. Whalshailldo? There is no way 
lor an eld man to r en^ himself more agreeable to y o^uth, 
than by sitting and telltog them pleasant atidprofi^ahle sto^ 
lies* I wSl Ihen, thongtit he,durlng my youth, endeavor 
to store my mind with att kinds of knowledge, I will see^ 
and hear, and note down every thing that is rare and wo^n^ 
derful,that I may sit, when incapableof other employment, 
and entertain my descendants. Thus shall my company 
be rendered pleasant; audi shall be respected rather than 
neglected in old age. Let me see: What can I acquire 
first? O! here is the famous Methodist preacher, White, 
field; he is to preach, they say, to night; I will go and 
hear him. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



ti «OSP£L TREASURY* 

From these strange motiyes, the yoaog man declared 
lie went to hear Mr. W. He preached that e?ening from 
liatt. lii. 7. ^'Bnt when he saw many of the Pharisees and 
l^adducees come to his baptism, he said unto them, O gen- 
eration of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the 
wrath to come?'* 

Mr. W., said the young roan, described the Saddocian 
•haracter; this did not touch me; I thought myself as 
good a Christian as any man in England. From this he 
went to that of the Pharisees. He described their ex. 
terior decency, bat observed, the poison of the Tiper 
mnkled in their hearts* Thb rather shook me. At 
length, io the course of his sermon, he abruptly broke 
off, paused for a few moments, then burst into a flood of 
tears, lifted up hts hands and eyes, and exclaimed, ^^ O 
aiy hearers! the wrath*s to come! the wrath* s to come!*^ 
These words sunk into ray heart, like leaEd into the 
waters. I wept; and when the sermon was ended, ret'tf. 
ed alone. For days and weeks I could think of little 
else; those awful words would follow me whererer I 
went, the wrath* s to come! the wrath* s to come! 

The is»ue was, the young man soon after made a public 
profession pf religion; and^ in a little time, became a ^eiy 
considerable preacher. 

LORD LYTTLETON.' 
llis Lordship had a gres^t aversion to public places and'j 
entertainments; but was with great difficulty persuaded to 
go to a ridotto. Being ^sked how he liked it\he answered, 
I'l have been seeking for happiness, but it is in the next 
room." " --.^ 
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3LINES WRITTEN BY REV. MR. B. AND POSTED ON HW 
CLOCK. 

Hbrb mj master bids me standi 
And mark the time with faithful handf 
What is his will is my delist. 
To tell the hours by day, by nig^t 
Master, be wise, and learn of me 
To serve thy God, as I serve thee. 



AN ARGUMENT AGAIN&T THE DOCTRINE OP 
UNIVERSAL SALVATION. 

Thk doctrine of oiii?ersal saWatioo implies, that all^wlM 
•by tJie righteoua Judge of the world may be doomed to heU^ 
will be finally delirered from their sufferings^ and made 
eternally happy. Now^if it can be proved of any one who 
hathever existed, that he willnever be made thus happy, the 
muTersality of salfationis at once destroyed. L^ttheread* 
er recollectj-as a case in point^what ourLord taidto Jndat. 
Matt. zzvi.*24. *4t had been good for that man. ii he had 
ne? e^ been born«'' I cannot help remarking, that the die. 
course, of which this expression is apart, is not it fignra. 
tivedescription of any character or eTent,bQt aplain recital 
<^ facts. Neither is the expression itself a» qiej« pr^^rejs- 
^.bial saying, borrowed from common usage, and applied to 
the particular case of Judas; for no traces can be found of 
any such proverb among the Jews. We must,: therefore^ 
' conclude, that the passage ought to be understood accord* 
iogto the plain, literal import of the words it containt. 
Thus understood. It must necessarily refer to the whole 
existence,Jbi.oth here, and hereafter, of the person of whom 
Christ speaks. If a maa shoftid spend many years npon 
Vol. L ♦ 3 
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earth, and spend them wholly in suffering, his life might 
bo called a miserable life} jet, if endless happiness were 
to follow, he conld not, on the whole, be pronounced a 
miserable character. So, on the contrary* if a man should 
enjoy upon earth mady yean of onioterrapled happiness; 
yet, if endless mifliefy Werls to follow,lt woiild demonstrate 
that his existence on the whole, is wretched. These re. 
marks are equally applicable toeiery indi?idual of the hu- 
man race. With regard to Judas, in particular, the meas. 
nre ot his mbety, according t6 out Lord's declaration, 
must exceed that of his happiness. If he had never been 
born, It is tfm he wodld ha?e been pretented from enjoy- ' 
ing a certaito degree of pl«asttre; bnl it is equally true, 
tliat he wouM ha?e escaped a larger proportion of pain. 
So that, on the whotes, the balance would have been in his 
faror. But, if lt were possible for him to be finally 
"plucked as a brand from the btirnidg,'* the assertion of 
Christ #ouM be found untrue. Let us suppose Mm td 
nolter tien thousand mi Itions of ages4ti hcll,antf that every 
moment of pale, when laid in tbe balance, would befoond 
equal to the enjoyment of ten thousand millions of age^ * 
ipent in the bHssftil presence of Cod; yet, if that bliss be 
endless, th^ wHl arrive a period when his happiness will 
be more than equal to all his suffetings. If Judas is to be- 
finally received into heaven, and thereto remain for ever, 
can it then with any propriety be said of him, «that it had; - 
been go6d for that man if he had never been boTn?'> SureA 
ly, no. the advocates for unifersal ^Ivatibn are,conse- 
quentl j,reduced to thismiemm^a; either they must, on (he 
onehaml^upposetheeverlastitig joys^f heaven are sopoo* 
and mean, that ^yeanntftcompenUfcte for a limited stat^ 
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of asiforing; or^ on the other hand, admit that Jydas will 
be eteraaliy exditded from heavoi) with all Us enjoyments* 

There is no argaing taccessfulljr against matter of fkot. 
The phdn illiterate Christian may be perplexed by the 
sophistical methods of reasonlag used in defence of the 
dottrhie I oppose; bot^ let him remember, that however 
specioos or plausible they may appear^they must be false, 
because they expresriy contradict the testimony of Christ 
In the case of Judas. 

^fany who read this, perhaps, are not able to detect and 
expose the fitllacy of such pretended reasonings; but they 
may be satisfied with the persuasion that the Brble can 
never conti^let itself. And I am sure if they are earn* 
estly and sincerely seelting after truth, they will receive 
Uie teetlmoay of Jesus Christ, in preference to that of any 
fallible a^^tal whatsoever. May they,and all who profess 
to receive the gospel, daily pray for true spiritual wisdom; 
that whilethey adore the Son of God as the righteous 
Crorernor of the nniverae, whose decisions are all founded 
In equity and truth, they may also rejoice In him, as the 
anthor and finisher of their salvation. 



D 



miMARKABLB CONTERSiOiar Or W. B. 

Th£ subject of the remarkable conversion here record. 
ed, had lived a dissolute life for near forty years. He wis 
mifbrious f or ijrinkfng and sabbath breaking; and his gen. 
^^^ai deportment was so abandoned, that he was wicked 
ev«n Ipa protrerb. I0n Saturday evening, March 4, 1789, 
be atteofded a fl^neral at the parish church; and, from the 
plAceof hittrmeBt he immediately betook himself toa pub. 
fiebofMe, wbe^he b^c^meso intoxicated, that It was wttb 
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some difficulty he was eoabled to reach his own faahitatioa. 
No sooner was he laid down apon his bed^ aod composed 
to sleep, than the words of Eliphaz were Terified in his 
experience: ^^In thoughts from the Tisions of the night, 
when deep sleep falleth upon man, fear came upon me 
and trembling, which made all my bones to shake.'^ For 
he dreamed a frightful dream. He thought he saw a ser- 
pent of the hydra kind, with nine heads, ready to seize 
him; whaterer way he' turned, a head (Presented itself; 
nor could he, by all the methods he devised, extricate him. 
self from the baneful monster. He awoke in great^istross 
and perturbation. Though it was but a dream, It made a 
strong impression upon his mind, and he was afraid it por* 
tended some future ctIL The next mOrmng,^ one of the* 
members of our meeting, as he was going to the house of 
God, observed him in a pensive posture, and asked if he 
would go with him, and hear a sermon upon the old ser. 
pent. The sound of the word serpent arrestefPhis attei^ 
tioo, and excited Ills curiosity to hear what I had to say 
npon such a subject. But for this expression^robabiy tli« 
poor man had remained unmoved. Why the person- used 
it he could not tell, nor why he invited him to accompany 
him that morninj^; a thing which he had never before 
done^ though they both1i?ed under the same roof; but h« 
could tell, who, in the days of his flesh, '^ must heeds go 
through Samaria,*' and whose providences are al%ays ^ 
in coineidenee wHh the purposes of his grace. As soon as 
prayer was ended, I preached from ^ea. Bi. 13, 14, 15. 
' ^^A'nd the Lord God said onto tVb womyi, What is this 
that thou hast do«e? And the woman jiaU, The serprat 
beguiled me^i and I did eat. And, i^ Loid God said xotta 
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the serpent, Because thou hast done this, thoa art cursed 
aboTe all cattle^ and aboTe erery beast <tf the field; upon 
thj betijr sfaalt thou go^and dust shalt thou eat all the dajs 
of thy lifie. And I will put enmity between thee and the 
woman, and between thy seed and her seed: it shall bruise 
Ihy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel/' 

As I was explaining who that serpent was,and the methw 
ods he took to beguile sinners, the Lord opened the poor 
man's eyes, and the word had free course, aod 'Was glorU 
fied. From that moment he gave e?ery demonstration 
of a real change of heart* About four or fire monthshe 
continued in the pangs of the new birth. The anguish of 
his soul was great indeed; he perceived the number of his 
^ins, and felt the weight of his guilt. For some time, he 
was tempted to despair, I may say, to put an end to his life; 
but while he was musing on his wretched condition, these 
words were applied as a sovereign remedy to his afflicted 
sonl; '^BiSbete on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt 
be saved." This administered all that joy and comfort of 
which he stdDd in |)ieed. Now he was enabled to believe 
that Christ was as willing to forgive, as he was mighty to 
redeem. The burden of his guilt dropped from his mind, 
as Pilgrim's did at the sight of the cross; and immedi* 
ately he rejoiced with joy unspeakable and full of glory. 
I was with him a little while after; and,withaheartover« 
flowing with gratitude to God, he shewed the place of his 
Bethel visit, where the Lord had opened to him his bleed. 
ing heart, and manifested his forgiving love. His life 
corresponds wkh his professions. Indeed, he seems to 
be, as the apo^e expresses it, <^a living epistle of Christ, 
known and re4d of all .men.*^' 
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HENRY IV. 

HiVET IV. kiDgof France, wuy in eyftry poiot of fiew^ 
a^greai mfto. It reflects no smali hom^JD on. his piety, 
that on the return of his bhrthday he made this reflection, 
I was born, said he^as oat-hisdayyand no doabt, taking th« 
wodd throagh) thousands were born on the same da^ with 
mo; yet^ cut of all those thoojsanib^l ajn probably t^ ooJ ji 
ooa whQD» Crod hath vede at kiof « How peeuHm-ly an I 
InMffedbytheboiuityof hisPffo^idMiae. A.Chffiftiao,too, 
icifteciiog on httv second birth, otajr, with grttttex reason, 
adore the frw and sonereif^ gnane of God. ^^l am/' be 
nay probacy sayy ^thi^ only ona of a Ucge favUy oa a 
larger cirelaof friends,, tlkai at preoeat appear to beof tha 
atectioa of gi»e» la the laid^t of a coagregation of ma^jr 
hwdreds, or^ peiha^^is thoasandt, 1 waftposeiUyr the oQljf 
oao oa sack a da^y,, and aiider wh asermoa, to wboao the 
TOice of Christ eama with powes! Horn mack more do I 
o»we to 6Qd> than if I had lieea bof n t<xaM tha kaaof i^ 
caxes,. and dangers of aa Eaitpire!" 



THB ENGUSH eAPTAHC. 
It was a wise and pions reply of an English captain, at 
the loss of Calais, when a proud and haughty Frenchman 
scornfully demanded, ^^ When will yon fetch Calais again? '^ 
He answered, ^'When ^Qur sins shall weigh down ours,''' 



BURIAL OF A NOBLEMAN. 

Thb following lines are said to ha? o been wrlttea by Df* 
Earle, on hearing the bishop «aad the barial fort iee at 
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the hiternKeiit of a noblenrnn, wlio hud profeMed himsdtf 
^n itifidel: 

*• I hare no hop€,*^\ih lordship says and dies! 
'« In »tfre andceffain hope,"" the hiriiop cries. 
Offli^te tiwi wotOiy^^ers, Ipraj ti^e, My, tmofy 
Who vfts the lying kna^^ the. priest or layman. 
His lordship dies an infidel confessed! 
*« He's our dear brother, says the reverend priest; 
"An Infidel! Our brother^ yet he cries! 
And 1^]^ dare say the reverend^r^ate Het? 



ON SEEING A DEAD BODY. 
Angels have hence conveyed the Jewel mind, 
Kwight hat the ciO^iiet h 1^ behind. 



THE DOCTOR. 

A LADTY^ in the Ticinity of , being visited with a tio- 

lest disorder, was nnder the necessity of applying for med. 
ioal assistance. Her apothecary, being a gentleman of 
considerable latitude in his religious sentiments, endeay. 
ored, in the course of his attendance, to persuade his pa- 
tient to adopt his ereed,as well as talce his medicines. He 
frequently insisted, with a considerable degree of dogma. 
ti»m, that repentance and reformation were all that either 
God or man could require of us; and that, consequently, 
there was no necessity for an atonement by the Son of 
God. As the lady had not so learned Ghrist,she contented 
herself with following his medical prescriptions, without 
embracing his religious, or rather, irreligious creed. On 
her recovery, she forwarded a note to the doctor,dcsiring 
the favor of his company to tea, when it suited his conve* 
nience^and requested him to make out his bill. In a short 
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limelieiiiideliiSTisit; aadytlie tea Ubie being removed, 
she addressed him as follows: ^^My long illness has occa- 
Moned jovTsL number of jouruies; and I suppose, doctor, 
f^u have procured my medicines at considerable expense." 
The doctor acknowledged that good drugs were not to 
be obtained but at a very high price. Upon whicii she re- 
plied, ^^I ^m extremely sorry that I have put you to so 
much labor and expense; and also promise, that on any 
future indisposition, I will iieTer trouble jrou again. So^ 
yon see that I both repent an^ reform, and that is all y on 
require." The doctor, Immediately shrugging up his 
shoulders; exclaimed, ^^That will not do for me." ^^The 
words of the wise are as goads." 



A REMARKABLE DREAM. 

About three years brfore the gospel was first preached 

in , a certain woman had the foil owing dream; which in 

the eYent,appears remarkable. She thought she was walk- 
ing up the hill aboTe the towtt,near to a barn, now a meet- 
ing house, wh^ on a sudden the clouds gathered darkness, 
and a dreadful storm of thunder and lightning came on. 
She looked back upon the town, and the tempest seemed 
atill more horrible, for the blackness of darkness seemed 
to overspread it. Terrified with this dreadful scene, she 
thought she met an acquaintance, with a small quantity 
of flax under his arm, spinning as he^ passed along, to 
whom she said, calling him by name, ^^ Surely, the daj 
of judgment is come." He seemed but little concerned, 
and only said, '^My thread i& almost spun." The man 
was then in health, but died in a short time after. She 
went on till she came opposite to the door of the barn, 
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aad thoagiii « «<Mnge maa caiAe oat of it, ami f efceiv. 
ing her conceini, offered tier tke New Tettftraeet, sajiBg, 
<^ Take, read^ and pray over thiB, and it wiil teacii yea 
tbc way of sahratioa." Im m c d fai tc ly site thought the eloads 
dispersed, atid the darkaeM disappeared, asd ail was calm 
again. This dream made no impreMion, «xcq>t upoa her 
memory; and, for some time after, the place was first 
opened for worship there, she seemed determined never to 
attend; but, on the contrary, persecuted those who did; 
till, on a certain day, she was in treated to go once^ merely 
out of cariosity. Soon after she was seated, the miaister 
rose vp in the pulpft,and proved to be the person of whom 
she dremed; the remembnuice of which) together with 
the tnl^ect of his discourse, touched her to the very 
heart, and drew floods of tears from her eyes. From this 
time, the Spirit of God seemed to work powerfully upon 
her soul, a renovating change took place in all her powers^ 
and, having gone through much persecution, she still ap- 
pears a striking monument of sa? faig mercy. 
Such is the power of Almighty Grace! 



THE DIGNITY OF HUMAN NATURE IN THE ARTICLE 

O^* DEATH. 
It has frequently been observed, that however men may 
cry up the dignity of human nature, anddispate against 
the doctrine of sovereign grace, in the hour of health 
und prosperity, such principles wiU not do io die mih. 

ILLV«TRAriON. 

A physician, Ute imbibed Socioitn principles, made it 
his chief concern, in matters of religion; to degrade the 
cbaraeur anddignity of Christ* Such was his contempt of 

Vol, I. 4 ' _ 
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him^that he seldom spakeof hiorin coaversaiioQ Qii4er a^j 
other name than that of the carpenter's son. At leogth, 
he was seized with an affliction, which terminated in his 
death. A while before his departure, the 8er?ant who at- 
tended him, on entering his room, found him in great agi. 
tation. On inquiring the cause, he answered, ^'I am a 
djing man, and that which most of all affects me, is, that 
I must be judged by the carpenter's sonP' 



AN AWFUL INSTANCE OF WILFUL APOSTASY. 

Amongst the Tariety of subjects which engage the 
study of ministers^and which are edifying to pri?ate Chris, 
tians, are those which relate to the privileges of the godly. 
They are unsearchable in their nature, inexhaustible in 
their extent, and useful in their application. It is a pleas- 
ing theme on which bdievers exercise their thoughts and 
meditations, with increasing delight and satisfaction; but^ 
Kow awful the sta^e of those, who, though speculatively ac 
quainted with the nature of spiritual enjoy ments,arestran. 
gers to the experience and power of them upon their 
hearts, because of their depravity and unbelief] Many 
persons have a common persuasion on their minds,formed 
from a knowledge of their own character^that they are ex- 
cluded from having any share in such blessings; but, how 
shall we give credit to a narrative, which is designed to in- 
duceabelief of extraordinary agency in producing this aw- 
ful persuasion? In proof of it) receive this testimony: 

^'As Dr. Doddridge was once discoursing on the dignity 
of the Christian's calling,and his glorious hopes and pros, 
pects^ he had accidentally a man for his hearer, who, after 
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worship, went into the vestry, and addressed him in the 
following terms: ^You have mad^ an excellent and en. 
couraging disconrse. Dr. D. on the privileges of the peo. 
pie of God; but these privileges do not belong to me, nor 
shall I ever have the least interest in them.' ^ What rea- 
son have you for saying so?' replied the doctor; ^Jesus 
Christ is ableto saveunto the uttermost.' 4 will tell you, 
sir, my circumstances, and then you will not be surprised 
at my speaking so decisively on the subject. I once made 
a credible prof ession of religion, which was supported with 
great decorum and regularity for several years. 1 was 
very strict and conscientious in the discharge of those va. 
lions external duties which are connected with the Chris. 
tiaB system. None could charge me with immorality of 
conduct, or the neglect of positive commands. But, in 
conrse of time, my zeal departed from me, and I became 
careless and remiss in my walk and conversation. I felt 
DO satisfaction of mind arising from the performance of de- 
votional exercises, and gradually declined my customary 
observance of them. Instead of praying in secret twice 
or thrice in a day, I only prayed once; the same with re- 
spect to family religion; and, at last, these sacred engage- 
ments were entirely omitted, which soon discovered itself 
by my outward conduct, which received an impression of 
mydissipation. Ungodly company, and the gratifications of 
sense, were then the only sources of enjoyment in which I 
could indulge, free from those strong convictions of guilt, 
and dreadful apprehensions of future punishment, which 
retirement and calm reflection impose on the mind. Soon 
after this change took place,l was left guardian toa young 

lady, whose fortune was committed to my c^re till sho 

« 
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came of age; hut I expeaded the monej, and debaacbei 
the girK SiUll I was seasible how far preferable a Tirtuoui 
aad good li£e was to vice and profaneness^and I was care^ 
lal to iofltruet my cfaildreo io the priaciples of rdigioil| 
and, oo t|ie«aM)atbday would giTeihem portions of scrip* 
tare to comiBH to mraiory. When I retaraed one evea* 
lag from the sinful amusemenls of the day, I asked then^ 
as nsaal, If they could repeat their lessons: ^ fes^^ 
says the youngest child, ^and I have a lesson for yoa,too^ 
papa.' ^Well, what is that, my dear^' She opened the 
Bible, and read to me that awful passage In Ezektel, xxir. 
13. 4n thy filthiness is lewdness; because I have purged 
thee, and thou wast not purged, thou shall not be paired 
from thy filthiness any move, till I haVe caused my fnry to 
rest upon thee*' This I received as the seal of my irre¥0« 
cable doom,and I now know there rematneth no more sac. 
rifice for sins; but a certain fearful looking for of jndg-. 
ment, and fiery iadignatioo which shall devour the adrer* 
saries*" 

BSFLBCTiaNS. 

We may perceive, from this affecting anecdote, how 
much a man may do in religion, and yet at length come 
short of the kingdom of heaven; it is not prayer; it is not 
bearing sermons; it is not a form of godliness, however 
consistent it piay be with the written word, or how exact 
soever men may be in their support of it, that will interest 
them in the Divine favor. All this may subsist without 
that ioternal change of heart and universal holiness of life, 
which consists in, and establishes a conformity to theim* 
age of God. Many run well for a time, who afterwards 
fall to rise no more. Then guard well thine heart. Stifle 
th^ first inclinations to apostasy, which begin with the neg. 
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)eet of pray«r. Be diligent in business, fervent inspirit^ 
serving the Lord; and cnlti? ate a temper and habit whtch 
shall form a pleasing counterpart to t)ie character of thy 
Sa? tor. Attend to what God the Lord shall say auto 
you, and let it be the language of your heart; Sp^k,Lord, 
for thy servant heareth: otherwise, if you refuse and rebel, 
the Holy Spirit will not only withhold his eoflimon influ* 
ences, .but absolutely fight against you, and become your 
raemy. 



GROUNDLESS ENVY. 
Spirituai, gifts are for the common benefit of Chris- 
tians. It is as unreasonable for a believer to envy, or grieve 
at the gifts or graces which a brother possesses for his 
good, as it would be for a working smith, with a weak arm, 
to fall out with his shopmate who strikes the iron for him. 



iMPARi:iAUTy- 

Review of Rev. Mr. T.'s Sermon, ocoaaioned by tbe death of his wife. 

Mr, T. mentions his deceased partner's faults^as well as 
her excellences; and we do not here see, as is too often 
the casein funeral seTU}ons,a spotless angel, but a daugh- 
ter of fallen £vc^ sanctified by thegrace of Jesus Christ. 



THE COMING OP THE LORD. 
I HAVE sometimes indulged my imagination by suppos- 
ing I beheld the morning sun arise, and nature appearing 
in all her glory, animated beings quitting their wonted re* 
pose, and every countenance smiling and looking joyful; 
the laborer returning to his employ, and men of leisure to 
their various recreations; they marry, they are given in 
Vol. I. ♦ 4 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



4K OOtPKL TmSAfVftY. 

iMfriage; and b«siiicM uid pleMwre occupy (1^ world. Is 
anovem^iii tie twi»klimg of m ey^^ihttUmnpH sounds! 
The dead tftsd Tiie wOfioer drops ye ienda! Tte 
- neo of pleesiire steads amesed! TbewfableeatthiftiiM 
-witk a^iMMslimeBi! AmI aUl ibe plots ead co«trife«ees el 
«eo mnedtfttdj ceeae! le the eudsl of the heeteiis tte 
Jedge appewrs! Tea thoinend Ihowlers rM hefofe hu«L 
The hooks are opeaed! B?ery heart is aearehedl All se^t 
crets are revealed! Aa eterlastiag ^vlsiod is made be« 
tween the followers of the Lamb,and the objects of eternal 
Tengeance; and both go away to their own place. 

Circnmstances apart, a rery little while will realize the 
scene, drop the curtain,. and hide all things else from onr 
eyes forever. Then shall immutability be written upon 
our state; and happiness or misery be our everlasting 
portion. 

PBCUUAR SUPPORT TO A FAITHFUL, TRIED 
MINISTER. 

A PERSON, having been called of God to the important 
work of preaching to dying men the unsearchable riches of 
Christ, through extreme diffidence of his abilities, and hav. 
ing preached for several years, seemingly to little purpose, 
came to a resolution to preach no more. Happening to 
be much straiteaed in his sermon on a Lord's day after- 
noon, and drinking tea afterward with some Christian 
friends, he hinted his intention to them, and declared that 
he could not preach e? en that same e? ening. They repre* 
sented the disappointment it must be to a large congrega^ 
tioo who were assembling together, as no other minister 
, could possibly be procured thea to supply his place, and 
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ihenloTe^y heggeAb&wttyiiwy €faee more. HerepHed^ 
Uia^ it was ^ ▼*!& to ftrgoe wUli bki, for be ww qirited*. 
leraiiied sot to pveiMli aaj atote. Just M thai linltDt, a 
parson kn^okad Uihe door^SMiMA^Miniktec^ die pr»t«i 
totoai^oadoUlesperieiicedCllrisliBDy wiM»ll^dat a cost. 
tideMide^Nttide^aiiditiMsaii^sliecmieea parp«»elad«b 
sl«»Mv» •••.. lo preaebtiMt evaakig from » partkuiar pas* 
sage of scripAiire^ she said «he coaM not aacaant for it; 
bat slie coaM nolba happf wkhoiit comtag frrai home to 
AtmifB U might be preached from, that eveoing. Being 
asked vrliat tha text was, she said sheeoald not tell wbere 
It was, bat the words were these: ^^Thea I said^ I wiH 
speak no more in his name, but his word was* 9S a fire shut 
up in my banea, and I was wear j with forbearing^ and I 
conid n<it stay." 

This extraordinarf circom^anceso stmck the preacher, 
that he submitted to preach from these words that even* 
kig; and, experiencing moch Kbeirty, has oontinoed in 
the work erer since, with wondevfo) ^access and comfort* 

N B. The good woman has often protested since, that she knew 
wxxQaag oC the mhitttierS SAteiktffln> or the debate about h» pre»ehii]|> 



IMPROMPTU«....BY A LAPY. 

TiRTirmhAta^ooaaii^ dbam^ 
Which yic^ can seldom see 

TiU beokon'd by the band of death; 
Then vice would virtue be. 
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ON THE HOLY SPIRIT. , 

Amomo tbe' greatest trnths of ChrlstiaDity, I place thostf 
of the dlTiDlty of the Hof j Spirit, and the necessity of his 
fnflaences upon the human nilnd,in order to men's becom- 
ing spiritual andChrtst like. The apostle Paul deehires, 
1 Cor. ii. 10, that the Spirit searciieth all tMigs; jca, the 
deep things of God. Other proiofs from s<hriptni% need 
not be added. The Spirit which searchcth ail things, 
yea, the deep things of God^ must be allowed, I thinlir, 
to be divine. 

In love and tenderness to those who hate fallen inta 
error on thisimporfant point, I intreat them <o reconi>:ider 
the above passage of scripture, and the many dthers which 
fpeak the same language, and plainly assert (he same doc* 
trine. Much and earnestly do I wish, that they may no 
longer grieve that Holy Spirit, by whom alone they can 
be sealed to the day of redemption. ■ 
. The influences of the Spirit of God are declared, in s 
fariety of passages, to.be necessary to our illumination^ 
sanbtification, and consolation. Unless a man be born of 
this Spirit,' he cannot see the kingdom of God: John1ii# 
3. He cannot enter into the world of glory and happiness, 
because he is not prepared for it. For this reason, it ap. 
pears to be one of the great duties of a minister of Christ, 
to take every opportunity to impress on the minds of his 
hearers, the need they have of the blessed Spirit, to make 
them wise unto saWation, and to prepare them for the 
presence of their glorious Lord. 

/ *^We must preach the necessity of the Holy Spirit's in-^ 
fluences on the heart of man, in order to help him to be- 
lieve unto sal?ation,to apply the word to him, to enlighten 
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Mm to iiii4er8taiid it; and to give kioi a will lo obty it. 
I fear a departure from the scriptaresin tliis, as well a^ift 
mai^ olfaer important pMots^ has done much mfechkf^ 
and is cue cause of the iniqalty whkh so mneh alMwndt 
amoi^ as. If ministerB woald be hooered ia their la« 
boc8^ tl»&7 should honor that heavenly and diniie Spirit^ 
&om whom grace aad goodoess proceed* 

I wish ^1 wh» cast an eje i^poa these lines^ may beeaa* 
bkd tm Ht th^ir hearts to God, ia earnest, fervent prayer^ 
i&r tha unspeakable gift of his Holy Spirit. It is your wel* 
C^e, d^r readers, tbal I seek* It h your salTation fov 
wldch I loag. liy desire is^ that you may be happy when 
the world and time are na more. Christ himself hatb 
aesored as^ for ontr encoun^^ement, that the Father will 
giro Mb liofy Sprit to tbemthataskhin. 01ask,there« 
lore, that ye may receive; seek, that ye may find; and 
knack at the doov of merey thai it may be opened aste 
yon. T. 

AN ANSWER TO THIS LMPOBTANT INQUIRY; 
How am I to knom whether 1 hose the Holy Spirit? 
If you hare the Holy Spirit; 1, you haTO seen the 
eml of sin; 2, yon hare repented of sin; 3, you ha?e/or» 
s€tken sin; 4, you hate sin; 5, you wateh and pray against 
sin; 6, yon ha^re recelred the spirit of lore. If you hare 
the Sptrit of God, you lore God supremely; yon loTe the 
Father who gave his Son to suffer and die; you lo?e the 
Son, the Lori Jesus Christ, for wHat he hath done and suf* 
fered on your aocoant* Yon love all the sincere followers- 
of Jesus Christy and confine not your regards to a party. 
YonloTe thehuman race at large, as children of the same 
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familjT, and yon wisli them to know the things that be* 
long to tfaeir peace. 

7, You are of a' forbearing and forgiving temper; 8^ 
youpt/y and pray for sinners, who, through blindness and 
ignorance^ oppose at present their own eternal interest; 9, 
yott arc of a/Aanifc/Ei/spirit; jou thank God for making jou 
to differ, by his grace, from many others; and you praise 
him for every favor, both of a temporal and spiritual na« 
ture; 10, you are zealoui^ for the honor of God in the 
world; 11, you desire to rejoice in Christ Jesus, and iir 
all the duties of Christianity; 12, you esteem the applause^ 
the pleasttre,and the wealth of the whole worId,a8 nothing, 
in comparison of the love and blessing of God^ through 
Christ Jesus. These are some of the signs of haying the 
Holy Spirit. (Read with care Gal. t. especially towards 
the close.) See, my dear readers, that the graces there 
nentioned by the apostle, in yerse^, &c. be in you and 
abound; and you will prosper in the divine life, and walk 
in the comfort of tfce Holy Ghost* 



THE socmiAN. 

A GENTLEMAN of B , pretty deeply tinctured with 

Socinian principles, took occasion, in almost every com- 
pany, to speak contemptuously of the leading doctrines of 
revelation. > Being one day at the sale of a library of a 
late divine of that city,in one of the lots there happened to 
be a volume,entitled Christ Crucijied. The lot being sold, 
and the volume missing, there was a general inquiry after 
it through the room; when, very unfortunately, it hap. 
pened to be found in the possession of the above gentle- 
man, who, without betiution, gave it up, with a sneer, 
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saying, ^^Here,take your Christ Crucified, for any tlttng it 
is good for." Upon which another gentlemail in the com. 
pany patting him upon the shoulder, very smartly whis. 
pered him^ '4 find it is nothing uncommon (or thieves ia 
ridicule a crucified Jesus." 



' DEATH A VISION. 

Passikc the other day through , I met a funeral 

procession; a hearse, se?eral mourning coaches, and all 
the sable apparatus of death. I vvas stiuck at the contrast 
so manifest between this procession and all that was moT. 
ing about it; and these scenes so occupied my mind, that 
I consider them as the cause of a visionary dream which I 
had on the following «ight, wherein Death was represented 
as driving his hearse and procession through that populous 
street and addressing himself to various persons who met 
him in his route: 

'^ Ye numerous passengers, going and coming on eack 
side of (he way, whose aspects manifest that you are bent 
on dififerent schemes, which you deem of importance; 
know, that whatever your business may be, ye areall hast« 
ening to my territories. You who are young and gay, and 
you who are more advanced in life, are moving, with 
different paces, Howard that house of mine 'which h 
appointed for all living.' You who are arrayed in the 
height and variety of the fashion, will soon put on your last 
suit, and, like the corpse in this hearse, be enshrouded by 
death. You, whose plumes are hij^h, and proudly nod over 
your giddy Heads, will soon occupy my plumtrd hearse, and 
your vanity will cease for ever* Some of you may be driv- 
ing to the temple of Hymen^ aad picra&iog yourselves wilk 
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prospects of maEBy years' hapf^ness; bat yon must sooa . 
sabmit to my cold embraces^ and yoar coanexions and 
OBJoym^itt^hoireTer dear aod delighifiii,mast be resigned 
«tmy command, and be eiLchanged for ike gloomy soU- 
tudes of my kingdom. 

^^Ye foolish people and unwtse^wbo in your crowded 
carriages are hastening to ?artoo8 pUces of dissipation, 
lolly, and vice, remember that the heart of the fool is la 
the honse of mirth. Know, that I often Tistt these deln- 
sive scenes, sna<ch the frightened Tictin^ from their fatal 
festivities,and plange them into o a ter darkness. Even lately 
I seized several giddy wretches on the threshold of one of 
~ these seminaries of vice which you are driving to. Know, 
foolish citi2ens,that what 1 have done,! nuy do again. In 
my next visit I may come in a fire, an earthquake, or' a 
9torm, and swaHow up the crowded fabric, and all its un- 
thinking and deluded company. Stop, ye cruel parents, 
look on my retinue,and return to your houses! Are ye so 
mad as to drive your children to tophet, and offer them to 
^e devouring idol, Dissipation? Ye are rapidly advancing 
in the broad way, and your steps will soon take hold on 
hell. Carry, therefore, your little ones home, read them 
a lecture on what you have seen in this street, and so 
teach them to number their day s, that they may apply their 
hearts unto wisdom. 

^^I perceive a carriage advancing, whose armorial bean, 
tug, declare it to belong to the bishop of the city: 'Re- 
member; my lord, yon and I wear the same livery; it Is 
viy business to kill; but your dutj to prepare men for my 
stroke. It is evident that I work too fast for you; for, 
Miany under your charge feel my dart in their vitals, before 
they possess repentance in their hearts. Where lies the 
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f«alt, my Lord? for a fault there is some where! You ' 
have many assistants in this great city, who are well paid 
for carry ing on the work of preparation; bat, by what I see 
and hear where I visit your flock; Tery few are informed 
of my power, and rtghily prepared to snbmit to my stroke. 
The bells toll, and the churches are opened every sab* 
batfaday; but your assistants, in general, are very sparing 
of their labor, and care not to disturb their hearers by 
preaching on my certain dominion over all men; nor do 
^hey show them by what means they may make me their 
friend, and have a happy passage through my darkTalley, 
Iwouldhaveyoulooktothese'things, my lord; you know 
I am not ceremonious; you and I shall meet again ere 
long; and I wish to meet you as a friend, and by my ad. 
Tice to subserve your best interest.' 

^^ Here comes a consequential son of Galen ^ whose fame 
b widely spread, and whose medical skill is highly ap- 
plauded; ^ Know, sir, that with all your fame and conse- 
quence, you are my servant; yon are retained by me, and 
often forwai'd my work. You are parading through this 
city in your way, as I am in mine; but I hare somewhat to 
say against you. While lam incessantly looking to the 
end of my work, and warning men to think of their lat- 
ter end, you seldom let your patients know the worst of 
their case, but flatter them with the hopes of recovery, 
till they have almost entered on ray territories. Althouglt 
yon are constantly frequenting the chambers where I ap» 
pear,y on studiously avoid any conversation with me. Now^ 
Mr. Physician, permk me to eihort you to heal yourself; 
vemeiiil>er, that however shy yon at present may be, yoa 
must soon bow to my sceptre^ and visit my dominfons* 

^M. I. 6 
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For the preseot, sir, pass od; refitdlpn what I hate said, 
and do as much good as you can till I call for jon.' 

^ ^ Here are afew of the ambassadors of the Prince of Life 
and Peace; of different denominations, bat all of my ac« 
qnamtance; ^Itis part of your study and ministry to make 
men familiar with me. Formerly, I could not step into 
a house, without all the family crying out for fear ; but, 
since ye hare held forth the word of life, the very children 
learn to be familiar with me. 1 bow at the remembrance 
of your divine Master, O ye servants of Christ! There 
was a time when He submitted to be imprisoned by me; 
littt, by that condescension be destroyed 8atan,my powerful 
master. I was proud of having such a prisoner in my 
power; but, when he choye to depart, hedidnotvonchs^e 
to ask my leave; and no force of mine could detain him^; 
and he so entirely tore away the adamantine bars of my 
prison, and left such impressions of his divine power on 
me, that it it impossible for me to detain any i^ my power 
when he demands their release* Tell, therefore, your nn* 
merous coi^regations, to meet me^is becometh Christians. 
JSxhort them to banbh from their minds the vulgar no- 
tions of hideous looks and evU designs; and let them be 
assured, that I shall visit them as a friend, to Introduce 
^m to the presence of your Master." 
. When the King of Terrors had finished his address, he 
assumed a moftt terrible aspect; and, frowning with tre« 
nendous horror, drove fiercdyforward,whil6imar0aBd 
was in the moss fearful agitation. The affrighted passen- 
gerS fled from the stress; the shops were darkened; the 
houses and churches trembled to their foundations; the 
aonnd of the'artifieer^ and thedtn of business, w^e sileoc- 
edj the general pulse of trade stood s^iU; tndta nwfnV 
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paraljtic affected the whole body politic. Thus this ter. 
rible enem j of mankind bore id triumph the escutcheons 
of his mortal pomp through the great metropolis and em- 
porium of the nations; and thus every thing remained^ 
irhile the sight of Death, and the sound of his cavalcade 
affected the senses of the multitude; and, whenrthey ceas« 
ed, the whole stream of business, gftictj, and folly returnr. 
ed to its usual course; and I awoke from my dream. 



A SIGHT OF CHRIST. 
The gnUiieatiim of tbe senses affords pee«li» pl<at»w 
io man m his preseat Btate^ Agreeable and harnonkmi 
soufids delight the e&t; and the eye which it oeTer satia« 
fied mhk seeing, roves among new and splendid objects 
wkh ever growing fdkity . Onr curiosity is rai^ to !»• 
kold one of oar fdlow creatures, hi proportion to bisfamt 
ettberibr great wisdom, nvilttary prowess, or the benefits 
we tove received from his achievements. Sucb was thn 
impression made on the mind of the queen of Shdba, who 
came with d^cnlty and haisard to behold thef^ory of Sol- 
omon ; and sucb feelings animated the GEeekms, who 
poured inf rom every quarter, io gratify their eyes witk 
ft sight of the man who had delivered them from ty- 
ranny and o|>pressidn, and crying ffsm^p/ o-wr^ipi Savior! 
I^vior! 

On thisprltte}ple, we are not surprised to find thosewho 
waited for consoli^ion in Israel, coming with such eager 
desire to see the new born ' Savior. The prophecies 
and types were fulfilled in . his sacred person. Now 
was tketif^ for his approaeb. Expectations at this period 
raised the hopes of the futbful, and persons of vaslom 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



characters cameio bebold this sight. The eastern magi 
had seen his star, which dii'eoted their wi^to that iliustrU 
ous Savior; whase incarnatioo itaDBOODCed. The shep* 
herds, whose attention had been awakened by the song of 
angels, repaired to Bethlehem, where they saw the Shep* 
herd of Israel. The women, who departed not from the 
temple day nor night, saw him at last who was suddenly to 
eome to it, and to whom it belonged. Simeon also, who^ 
like Jacob, had long waited for God's salvation, was bless, 
ed with this sight; admonished by the Lord, he came into 
ihe temple at the Tery time his parents presented him 
there before ^od; and, receiving him In his arms with 
•motions of heavenly felicity, blessed Gkd for a sight of 
his salvation. Nor did tins desire oease through his fu tnre 
Ij^. S«f eral Gredans, coming to worship at Jerasalem) 
lioipreseed a Tery ardent wkh to see him, and were intro. 
duced, for that purpose, by Philip. The hiclifiation of 
2acGheae seems equally strong. But how werethe apos. 
tto favoured, who had access to him on all occasions? 
Their eyes saw,aBd thdr hands handled the Word of Life. 
On the mount they Saw his glory as the glory of the only 
begotten of the Father. 

At his ascension, the heavens received him ont of tho 
view of the men of Galilee; nor has he been seen personally 
on earth since. Tet there is a sight of him more interest* 
ing than any we oan enjoy with mortal eyes. In his out* 
w^rd appearance there was nothing extraordinary. Many 
saw his person who knew not his worth, and rejected the 
whple mystery of godliness. Bat there is a si^t which 
is connected with Csith. John vi. 40. As the stnng Israel- 
ites by a view of the serpent were healed, so this saving 
view of Christ is connected with present peace and fotare 
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iUicit jr. This sight is only to be had by the teaching of 
the Spirit; for the spit it searcheth all things, and rereals 
tiiem to man. If we are taught by the spirit, we shall seeall 
that soitabieness that there fo in Christ, to the Tarionscir- 
ciimstaaces of goiit and wretchedness in which we are. 
Perhaps oar efidence may not be so c)ear,nor oar compre- 
hension so great, on this subject, as that of some others; 
but we shall see him for ourself as, and admire what ne 
uaderstand. Blessed are they who see not,and yet beliere! 

The most exalted personal Tiewrof our Lord are yet to 
eome; he shall appear again in his own glory, in the 
fjLorj of the Father, and of all the holy angels. Their 
every eye shall see hfm. The great white throne, and ho 
who Sits upon it, will be Tisible to all. The several ^ea 
which were mpon him in his crucifixion, will now be dU 
rected to lam in his glory. How happy, atihis period, U^ 
hive an interest iff his lovef 

In heaven, then, behold the King in his beauty. Thej^ 
see him as he is. The Lamb in the midst, of the throne 
n exhibited 4n full view to all the cdestial inhabitants. 
This is what he himself prayed for while yet om earth; 
^Father, I will that those whom thoa hast given me be 
with me where I am-, to behold my glory.'' As they had 
seen liim, some of thiem personally, and all of them by 
fsith; so they shall see him in his kingdom. Now we see 
his feet, and adore. In his temple we behold his spiritual 
excellency with admiration; but the heavenly vision will 
he ecstatical and transforming. If the sight the apostles 
had on the mount, so far overcame them as to transport 
them beyond themselves; and, if the queen of the south 
had no more spirit in her wheii she saw the glory oif 
Voii. L * 5 
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Solomon; who can deserlbe the feelings of ifae miiid aC 

that moment when the happy soul enters heaven, and casts 

its eye on the glorified Mediator! '^Blessed are the pare 

in heart, for they shall see God.'' 

«<0h» howihe thM#C ihit I rfhftll IttMr 
The mMU who mffir^d hero hetow. 

To manifest his fayor» 
For me, aad those whom most I love; 
Or here^ or wiA himself abore, 
Bocp jiqr dfilifthtfiil pMrfonHMMPe 

At that iWMt wo9d»^ ewef • 

For evwp tohehoki hiaa sUn^ 
Forever more to eall him mine. 

And see him still before me! 
For ever on his foce to gaze. 
And meet his foil aasemU'd njn, 
WhUe all the F«^r hf ^fphija 

To all the saints in glorjr! 

Not aU things else are half so dasr 
As his delightful presence here; 

What must it be in heaven! 
Tls heaven on earth to hear him 9Ky^ 
Ai now I journey^ day by dajy 
^ *Poor sinner, east thy fears awtf ». 
Thy sins are all forgiven!' 

Bat how must his eelestial voiee 
Make my enraptured heart rejoice^ 

When I in glory hear him; 
Wfafle I before the heav'nly gate 
For eittriasliBg entMnee wait, - 
And Jesns^ on his throne, of s(|il^^ 

Invites me to come near him! 

fCome in, thou blessed^ sit by m^ 

With my own life I ransom'd thef s 

Come, taste my perfect favor; 
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Thou now shalt dwell with me at home; 
Ye blissfal maodons make him room^ 
For fcc mnjt stay for ©?ep.' 

When Jenu thus invites me iin^ 
How wiU «he heateiriy kotfts begin 

To own.tiitir new rdttkMi} 
Com£ in] eome in! the MiMfiil Muad 
From every tongue will echo round* 
Tin all the ehrystal walls resound 

With joy, fop my sahr^ioik." 



FRIENDLY ABVICB TO PARENTS. 
Ths word parent is of solemn import; and the reason- 
is, there is a sacred trust implied in it. To be a parent, is 
io be a guardian of more souls than one. All the children^ 
which God hath giren to parents^ he hath put under their 
care, to defote them to himself^ ^'To bring them up ia 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord^" and thus ta 
train them up for hea? en. 

At present, you are busy in providing for their bodies*. 
Tou do not deny the necessity of religion; but worldly 
cares engross your attention now; andyou havesomehope 
that it will not always be so! When this thing is done, and 
that scheme is completed, yira intend to be more diligent 
in affairs of a b%h«r nature* 

But, supposedeath shouldstep in bMw^enyoaandyonr 
good intentions! How, then, me your most im|MMrtant du- 
ties to be performed? And what, then, is to b«cone of 
your children's souls? U is your ackaowMged d«ty to 
proTide moderately for their temporal syubststance; but, if 
yon do no.iaore than this, you do no more than i» ionm by 
the beasts of the earthy and the birds of theVir; foi 
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thej provide meat for their offspring in tlie best manner 
tiiej are able. 

Suppose you provide fargel j for your children; suppose 
that yon leave them wealthy; yet, if you leave them not 
iheblessiBf of God, what wUl wealth avail? Wealth with 
a curse, is worse, far worse, than death; and, it would 
be much more happy to see your children in their graven 
before you, if you had reason to hope they diedin the 
Lord. 

I beseech you, therefore, now to think seriously on these 
things; you know not how soon God may call you into 
eternity. Let not the present time be lost. Acquaint 
your children with the Bible. Pray with them in your 
families; pray for them in your closets. Set them a uni* 
versallif good example. Neither speak nor do any thing 
unbecoming the characters of Christians. Let them see 
that you love Christ; that you fear to offend your heavenly 
Father; that yon delight in sprituality, and that you draw 
your sweet^t consolations from religion. So instruct and 
so walk before your children, that you may die in peace, 
and leave them with comfort, if God should unexpectedly 
cut you down by death in the very midst of life. 



THE BANTERIK6 DEIST 

^A DEIST once* conversing with a plain honest Christian^ 
and thinking to silence htm by banter, and knotty ques- 
tions, asked him what his God was? He answered, ^^ A 
Spirit." Then he inquired of him, how large he was? 
He replied, ^^ Stf large as to fill immensity, and so smaH 
is to dwell hi the knmbie and contrite heart."^ 
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RiBLiGioir would k«Te BO enemies^if itself were not aft 
tneny to noe* Mass? lloit. 



THE WILFUL UAR'S DREADFUL APPEAL. 

A man thmt beareth false witneM against his Beigfabon, b a mal|^ 
and a svord, and a sharp arrow. Solomon. 

The moadk of them that speak lies shall be stopped. Da vis. 

In the year '87, a man, whose name shall be conceal* 
ed in tenderness to surviving relations, waited upon a 
magistrate, near HttchiB,in the coanty of Hertford, and in • 
formed him that he had been stopped by a young gentle- 
man of Hitchtn, who knocked him down, and searched his 
pockets; but, not finding any thing there, he suffered him 
to depart. The magistrate, astonished at this piece of iiu 
telligeBce, despatciied a messenger to the young gentle* 
man, ordering him to appear immedi^ely, and answer t» 
the charge exhibited against him; the youth obeyed the 
summons, accompanied by his guardian, and an intimate 
friend. Upon their arriral at the seat of justice, the ac« 
cused and the accuser were confronted; when the mag- 
istrate hinted to the man, he was fearful that he had made 
the charge with no other Tiew than that of extorting 
money, and bid him take care how he proceeded; ex. 
hortiog him, in the most earnest and pathetic manner, te 
beware pf the dreadful train of consequences attending 
perjury. 

The man insisted upon making oath of what he had ad« 
fanced; the oath was accordingly administered, and the 
business fully inTCstigated ; when the innocence of the 
young gentleman was established, he ha?ing, by the most 
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incoiitroTertible e?idence proTed an alibi. The infamous 
wretch finding his intentions thus frustrated, returned 
home much chagrined; and, meeting soon afterwards 
with one of his neighbors, he declared he had not sworn 
to an J thing but the truth; cafling God to witness the 
fame, in the most solemn manner, and wished, if it was not 
as he had said, his ja^s might be locked, and that his flesh 
might rot upon his bones; when, terrible to relate! his 
jawa were instantly arrested, and the use of the faculty he 
had so awfully per?erted, was denied him forever; and, 
after lingering near a fortnight, he expired in the greatest 
agonies, bis flesh Hterally rotting upon his bones. From 
this awful narrative, let us learn, first, to provide things 
honest in the sight of all men; secondly, to respect the 
reputation, and promote the happiness of our neighbors; 
thirdly to cultivate the love of truth,from conviction of its 
importance to our personal and relative welfare; fourthly, 
the danger of appealing to heaven for the attestation of our 
innocence,while under the dominion of guilt; and, finally, 
the dreadful and fatal consequences which nniy punish viU 
lany and impiety, even in this life, and which must inces- 
santly aggravate the torment beyond the grave. 



A SOLEMN CALCULATION-. 

^^The aggregate population on the surface of the known 
habitable globe, is estimated at 895,300,000 souls. If we 
reckon, with the ancients, that a generation lasts thirty 
years, then, in t^at space, 895,300,000 human beings will 
be born and die; consequently, 81,780 must be dropping 
into eternity every daj/; 3,407 every hour; or, about 5a 
•▼ery minutd How awful is the reflectionl'* 
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Retder, is it not the most dreadful infidaatioii to trifle 
witli eternal things, on the brink of that awful world, into 
which more than 

*' A thoasftnd vfreUhed dying souls have ^ed 
Since the last setting sun?'* Wa t ts. 

Thon art yet in the number of the " li?ing, who know 
that thcj shall die." Oh! may it be thy concern and 
mine, so to " number our days, that we may apply our 
hearts to that wisdom,'^ which makes men "wise unto sal. 
fatioB, through faith, which is in Christ Jesus.'' 



COMPARISON OF HOPES. 

Dum 8piro, spero/...,2)uin expiro, 8per§, 
** There still Is hope,*' the vforldUng erics, 

" WMUt there is life and breath!" 
The Christiao looks hejond the skies^ 
And looks for life In death/ 



A FREE PARAPHRASE ON THE LORD'S PRATER. 

Our Father, who in heaven art! 
Whose grace to wo doA jojr impart, 

O, hallowed be thy name! 
May thine eternal kingdom come; 
And, when I stand to take my doom« 

Presenre my soul from shame. 

Through the Aort space that time shall rani 
On all the earth thy will he done. 

E'en as in heaven above: 
Give OS this day our dally bread; ^ 
And while our months are richly fedy 

O fiUonr heartiwithtorel 
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Oar every treapats, Lord> forgive; 
And the same grace shall men refieive» 

Who against us offend; 
O, keep us from the trying hour; 
A»d, -whan opprew'd by aatan't pow«r. 

Thy gracious soeecin^Miidl 

For thine's the kiiig4oi% mighty GodI 
O happy state, O blest abode! 

The power and glory's thine: 
And when the bounds of time are paatt. 
Thy kingdom shall for ever last, 

Eteraai and dlviiit. 



ON SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES. 
The following rules are very useful; 1st. No part of scrip, 
tureappearsmeaji, if it be rightly understood, 2d. Though 
there be a most K?oly asd alludng sioaiplicity, in the true 
ezpHcation of scripiwre^ y&t^ ootMiig hurt spiritual experi. 
eoce can make that evidence rightly understood. 3d. As 
a passage of scripture truly uinierstood, under theillumi. 
Dating influence of the Holy Ghost, doth by its own light 
and power, manifest itself to be the true mind of 6od, it is 
not safe to deal too much in criticisms; as they are apt to 
lead men into uncertain speculations. 4tlu if a truth be 
manifested to our conscience, as clearly tatight ar enforced 
in many places of scripture, we ought to hold it fast, not- 
-withstandingmanyapparentdifficultieSjStill waiting on the 
Lord, till he soWe them in his own time and way. ProT. ii. 
1 — 7. dth. Though every adult child of God be^ in his 
own measure, enlightened in the knowledge of the scrip«i 
tures, by the Holy G^ost, all of them ought eArnestly to 
endeaTor to obtain more and more of his ilinminations 

' Digitized by Google 



C^OSFEL TREAM7RY. <S1 

Hoft. Ti. 3. 2 Pet. i. IP. Prov. i? 7. §tii. A« wemttat 
carefully beware of imposing a meaning of our own upon 
any text of scripture^ ao we ought to boware of confining 
its sense, and so neglecting to dig farther into its meaning. 
In manj^ cases,a proper consociation of parallel texts w\\L 
be found of ^r^t use for explainii^ of the Lord's word^ 
which is exceeding broad. 



WISE BEPLT OP A PIOUS ARCHBISHOP. 
When archbishop Leighton was asked why he did not 
preach on the political sentiments of the times, as all the 
rest of his brethren did? he answered, ^^That if all the 
rest of the brethren preached on ^me, then surely one poor 
brother might preach on eternity *^^ 



HAPPT DBUVfiRAirCB OF A TOVTKa MAK, WHO liAB 
BfiKN LONG UNDER DIVINE CONVICTIONS. 

^^ At last," says he, ^' when I had lost aM hope,, these 
words were deeply impressed on my mind; ^ Believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saTed.' I cried 
oat, in an agony, What is belieTing? What is real scrip, 
tural faith? Lord, teach me! I know nothing! I can do 
nothing! If thou save me not, I perish! It was then 
brought to my mind. Cast all thy care upon him: I cried 
Lord, the burden of my sin is all my care, and may I cast 
this upon thee? Wilt thou receire such a sinner? I know 
thou art able to sare me, and thy blood is sufficient to 
atone. But art thou indeed willing? It came into mj 
heart; only belteire, I felt a rising hope, and cried, I will; 
bat my sins stared me in the face, and.1 thought, O, it is 
Vot. I, 6 
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impossible! My sins haye been so secret, so complicated. 
It came to me again; onljr belieye. I thought, it cannot be 
now. I must repent more, be morejn earnest. It is im« 
possible he should be so merciful, to forgive all my sins 
fiozD, It was applied a third time; only beiie?e. I said, 
Lord, help me to believe, and to cast'my soul upon thy 
free mercy! Let me know, that I am indeed born of thee; 
that I do believe to the saving of my soul. I have nothing 
to plead; but Jesus came to save sinners, even the lost. I 
am lost! Thou hast said, Come unto me, all ye that are 
weary and heavy laden, and I will give you rest. / am 
weary and heavy laden; / come; therefore, the promise 
is for me. While I was thus pleading, I was enabled to 
Tenture my soul upon the Redeemer, with an assured con* 
fidence in his promises. Then I was happy indeed. His 
loTe was shed abroad in my heart; and those precious 
words were applied; he that loveth, is born of God. Novr, 
if I had a thousand souls, I could have trusted him with 
them all. I found a real change in my heart; I was a 
new creature; I was a child of God." 



GOOD ADVICE TO A YOUNG MINISTER. 

Zkv aged minister, having asked a young preacher, if 

ever he sought the blessing of God on his learning, he 

having ans-wered that he had not, he told him, with an 

, austere look, that ^' nnsanctified learning had done much 

, mischief to the church of God." His words leaving a 

, deep^ impression on him, he afterwards, when in any strait, 

prayed for the Lord's help and blessing. 
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FEMALE ORNAMENT RECOMMENDED. 
The word of life is to be preached orally \n the pulpif, 
and practically in tfie confersation. The former is the 
province of Christian ministers; the latter is the com. 
mon business of all Christian professors. When the 
power of religion is known, lore to Christ, and lore to 
souls, will constrain the belie? er to the practice of good 
works, that so the doctrines oi grace may Be adorned; and 
that eyen ^Hhose who will not hearthe word, may be won," 
by a holy walk. This idea will receire additional force by 
the following anecdote; 

A married woman was called effect nally by diTino 
grace, and became an exemplary Christian. Her husband 
remained in the gall of bitterness, a lover of pleasure and 
of sin. When spending an evening, as usual, with hit 
jovial companions, at a tavern, the conversation happened 
io turn on the excellences and faults of their wives. The 
husband, just mentioned, ga?e the highest encomiums of 
his wife, saying she was all that was excellent, only she 
was a d...d Methodist. '^ N'otwithstanding which," said 
he, <^ such is her command of her temper, that were I to 
take you, gentlemen, homewith me at midnight, and order 
her to rise, and get you a supper, she would be all snbmis. 
sion and cheerfulness*" The company, looking upon this 
merely as a brag, dared bim to make the experiment, by 
a considerable wager. The bargain was made; and, about 
midnight, the company adjourned, as proposed^ Being ad* 
mitted, ^^ Where is your mistress?" said the husband to 
the maid servant, who sat up for him. ^^She Is gone to 
bed, sir." '*Call her up," said he, **tell lier Ihave brought 
•ome friends home with me, and desire she would get up, 
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and prepare tfiem a sopper." Tllegeod woman obeyed tho 
vnTeasoDablesuiDiDOBs;dres8t*d, came down, and received 
the company with perfect cUUity; toklthem she happened 
to have some chickens ready for the apit, and that supper 
should he got as soon as possible. Thesopper was accord* 
ingly served up; when she performed the honors of the 
table with as much cheerfulness as if she had expected 
oompany at a proper season. 

After 8upper,the guests could not refrain from express* 
iog their astonishment. One of them, particularly, more 
sober than the rest, thus addressed himself to the lady; 
^^Madam,"8aidbe, ^^yourcivility fills us all with surprise. 
Our unseasonable visit ts in conse^uenceof a wager, whidi 
we have certainly lost. As yon are a rery religious per» 
son, and cannot approve of our conduct, give me leave to 
ask, What can possibly indnceyon to behave with so mnch 
iLindness to us?" ^' Sir," replied she^ ^^ when I married, 
my husband and myself were both in a carnal state. It has^ 
pleased God to call me oat of that dangerous condition. 
My husband continues in It^ I tremble for his future slate« 
Were be to die as he is, he must be miserable for eter; 
I think it, therefore^ my duty to render his present exist- 
ence as comfortable as |)ossible," 

This wise and faithful reply affected the whole com* 
]iany. It le|t an impression of great use on the husband's 
mind. ^^Do you, my dear," said he, ^'really think I 
should be eternally miserable? I thank yon for the warn- 
ing. By the grace of God, I will change my conduct." 
From that time, he beeaate another, a new man, a Serious 
Christian, and, conie^ently, a good husband. 

Married Christians; espeeially you whohateunconvert. 
ed partners, receire the admonition intended by this pleas* 
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iif SB«edote« Frmj and latbot for tKetr coliTersioi; fdr," 
^^ ^^€1/ know€it thf/u, O tiifel whether thou shalt tae^ 
tk^ husband! or^ h^no knaweit thou^ O mtml whether 
thou »kak imoe thy wife?'* I Cor. rii. 16. 

The reader wHIiivwbe at no k)9flt<;f account for the titk 
of Ihb paiper , or wlkat that female of itameot U whkh we 
|f opened tareeommmd; it in the ornament of a meek and 
fuiet spirit f xzhieh is, in the sight of Ood^ of great prict* 



REMARKABLE EXPERIENCE. 
[In a Letter to the Rev. Mr. Newtoo.] 
MT DEAR AND REV. SIR, » 

I Atf deep \tk your debt for a Iraln of farofs, for whiehr 
Ihafeoften thanked yoa^and stflf a graiefal rememftraiiei 
k refahi«Hl. I caoifot give a greater proof of mj con'0«« 
dence, tlfatrf hf cotfrmittiag to your tfnst a brief detail of 
iiy late e«f racMMiiKiry ease and care. This I proiAised to 
io Nt a fororer letter, sayrarg, that i»y main intentroir was 
by It to eapacitate ymi still more for ffpeafcing apropos to 
tie ease of distressed, disturbed miads, as tley caitte iH 
yoar way; ofry ifiotl^e is tnH altered. 

I adi not very anxioAS whether frieiMls may yndge ate a 
beHever or not, previous to my furifaee state; biit I have 
AO' freedom myself in calling it in question. If not a be* 
Kever, I #a» greatly mtstali en indeed; sarely I ate bread 
of which the #ortd are ignorant; at least, i think so. I 
Has aiwafcenetf by tie testimony of Jesns; after a term of 
fertoi', was ee«tforted by the doeirroe of a Savior., Pepw 
taps f attaiited^ to^ the sfalnre trf Ay Ui Ouiicvoa; i aa 
eer^ahf I tiMght so. 
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My knowledge of downright belieTiog was exceediagty 
soanty; my hopes were too easily raised or sunk in propor* 
tion to the fineness or agreeableness of jny Inward feeliogs 
on the one hand, and their dulness or disagreeableness on 
the other. I was not folly instracted in the unchangeable. 
ness of (he divine reracity and love. I mean no reflectton 
against my teachers, but only against my own perceptioa 
of the truths revealed and taught. I read the Bible; but 
my niind was not suffici en tly opened ^^imp/^ to receive what 
it taught me, without intermiifing fancied trash ofmyown. 
I knew some of my cotemporary brethren were in the same 
predicament, if language has an affixed meaning: They 
spoke like me; so I suppose they felt like me. But, 
waving this, the length I afterwards went, in secret depar. 
tares from the God of Abraham, was great! Asasiagu. 
lar monument of the superabounding riches of saving, 
sovereign, redeeming mercy, 1 say what follows: 

My falling away was gradual, like the declension frooa 
noon to night. I thinkthedecayof comfort in secreit prayer 
was the first bad symptom which made its appearance. 
This rufiied me for a while, but it soon became famiU 
iar as a companion, and caused little uneasiness. 1 had 
pleasure in attending the administration of the word,, for a 
long time after this took place; and when thts^in a great 
degree, abated, my profession dwindled into formality. All 
along, I had a regard for the truly godly, associated with 
none else; these were the men of my counsels. For a 
ionsiderable time, 1 had little heart for attending private 
societies of Chrtstians,and was pleased when an apparently 
good excuse presented for non attendance; though, upon 
the whole, I was one of the most regular attendants on the 
ipeatings el which I was a member* I «n relating lictjf^ 
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fo raiist not accase myself, except where guilty. At ihiA 
time,! koew I was doing wrong, and lazily wished I had » 
heiu-t to do better, but had no resolution to proseentft 
my desire. 

In oiy worst situation, I had a keen desire to be useful 
to others; and I cannot say it was wholly from selfish mo* 
tives. I had often an opportunity of visiting the sick and 
the dying, but seldom possessed a proper spirit or frani« 
for talking (o them in a way consonant ta their ease* 
Though the poor creatures might seem on the frontiers of 
eternity, no sympathizing emotion would arise; dumbness 
would seize me; I could not speak; 1 could not pray. I 
lost much of my reverence for the Sabbath; fouud the 
commandment to sanctify it had no internal restraint upon 
my mind. I b^an to use freedoms with it; to talk about 
news, or some occurrence which my judgment told me 
was unsuitable conversation for such an occasion. This 
did me great injury; defacing all that the word had effect. 
ed, and throwing me open to a thousand temptationi 
through the week. 

1 always had a value for real religion, judging those alone 
happy who possessed it, and would have given^ world to 
be like minded with them; but the inducoces of th^ 
Spirit arc not to bought with o)oncy. 

For a long time I only considered myself a Christian 
nnder backsliding; indeed, £ had partial recoveries. But 
I had a secret sin which easily beset me, and, in process 
of time, I became its humble servant. I often opposed it, 
but ofteoer complied with it. I pleaded in favor of it at 
the bar of my mind,endeavoring to silence every witnew 
whichappcaiit'd against it. Something would say^, Will yon 
iMUBijb'Uaa |i%a&di risk h^aveoJ Anothttr thought wouUi 
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iUrt np,aDd say^Do it,prsy do it; joo know yon cav re 
pent of it At a fotore period; it is at easy to repeot of 
lMMfj,asofon0 9ifi; do comply f bo I complied! Oa tM*^ 
fatan would suggest, Now you liave eatea the forbiddas 
fruit, like Adam,you are a lost man; you kare i^ne too 
far for repentance to kare any weigkt. This aisilf «re«kl 
create a bustle for a while; bift it was scroll over. Ho^^ 
erer, tlie remembrance of it in retirement was safer af^ 
laced, but often filled me with aneaslaets and aaaioNi^ 
aoncern; but was long la reaching the comcience* 

I oft4*n omitted pray ery^ when fiom home, without ma^ 
aneasines8,and was always conscious I was unpreparedfotf 
dying, and becanfe afraid at the thoughts of death; but 
aome glimmering hope continued for years* 1 thowgkt I 
saw hypocrisy written upon all m^ actions^ but had wom^ 
hope I was nivt a hypocrite, and ofren desired ^e// not td 
inferfere with my actions; hut he always had a largeshana 
in tkem. I often groaned, after performing a generaoa 
action. My natural tern per led me to be sertieeabletoevery 
body; and 1 was unUersally esteemed and welt spokenf of, 
biUwas seldom commended withoal agloomoterspreacfing 
my mind, i sometimes pitied man^ who could be easily 
imposed on, who- could only jndge from the external ap» 
pearance. Though my reli^ for spiritual converse was 
•fien so flat as to incapae t :ftf me for promoting it, yet I 
mostly desired that itshauldbe theohief topic of disconrsa 
•mongthe Lord's people, and had most sartisfaclion when 
it was. I was often tt^mp^ed to lay a lit tie sfres»upon my 
baFTing a name to li^e,, but was eonseiotis that I was d(*afi% 
and fMs stnng me ta^the k(*ai^, R<eA<efion upcW ntf co«u 
dii^t tHtongh* aN> day waS' ph*a«an«. Whrtf I f«rneii mf 
^ft^ «» tka aibit ai^ tba gmp^ m^ «ia4 iMa aki^a-darti 
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wad Mt of emBarrassmcnt. I confessed them a\} truths, 
bvt none of them pointed at me; consequently, the most 
•X pi iCff gospel ofi«r, yietded me onTy a perhaps. 

I think ft was about the beginning of 1704, my con. 
science began to harass me. This, for a considerable 
space, happened only about bed time, or when I awoke 
during the night; but, ordinarliy, this passed tmnoticed m 
the day time, and then I was eheerfii], secretly hopin|^ 
things wonhi turn out, by and by, better than my fears. 
Oh! deceitful and desperately wicked heartl 

At this period, I was conttnuafly harassed by intrtations 
to suppers. At these I generally remained too long, the 
•Offipany being always Agreeable. May the Lord erer 
deK?er me from supping in strange houses! They bad al. 
most rumed my soul. Famiiy ditty negleetc^ at home; m 
bad example set to others; secret duty hurried oyer; and 
the mind totally dissipated! 

About the beginning of November, 1 794, u pon a certain 
occasion,'! officially attended a company for three or four 
nights to a (ate hour* Sereral serious young people made 
part of the company. This stared me in the face as a 
most destructiye example to them; and this conduct was 
the first thing, so far as I recoMect, that mightily roused 
my conscience; then all my guilt rushed into my mind, 
like a mighty torrent, so that I thought that I should haye 
perished in my afltictioni By night I could not sleep, fqr 
the horrible anguish which gnawed upon my guilty soul; 
the horrors of hell took hold of me, and I knew not what 
to do; my day of grace was gone; my damnatioil jusi and 
sore. I was filled with a fearful looking for of judgment, 
and fiery indignation, to consume me as God's adversary. I 
looked iiitatho Bible; but always stinging texts looked me 
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in the face. I often tried 1 o find comfort from that precious 
word; Isa. i. 18. ^'Though your sins be as scarlet," &c. 
but I couldnot reason myself info the reception of it. That 
Word, ^^M> Spirit shall not always strive with you," 
pierced me to the quick; and that other, *'What a fearful 
thing to fall into the hands of the living God." The flames 
of hell Seemed beginning to take hold of me! I shrunk! 
I moaned! 1 cried! For all this, my heart was as hard as 
the nether millstgne. A sight of the horrors into which 
lin hath plunged us, may terrify, but can never melt the 
sinner's heart. Indeed, indeed 1 was brought very low, as 
much so as satan could well bring a guilty soul on this side 
death. Glad would I have been to be metamorphosed,not 
like Nebuchadnezzar almost, but altogether into a beast, 
that 1 might avoid the awful, but righteous indignation of 
Jehovah. Day and night was I tortured. Nor had I free., 
dom to reveal my case to any man. Often wan i on the 
eve of doing it; but the Lord had determined that flesh 
and blood were not to be the means of my relief. During 
many sermons that I heard, 1 sat as a condemned crim. 
inal, believing that others were fed, while I was hungry; 
no food for me. Some people desire to have what is 
called a law work; but, had they an hour of what 1 have 
faintly described above, they would wish they had never 
been born. 

The arrows of the Almighty stuck faster and deeper,a8 
days and hours moved on. The icomfortable testimo- 
nies of Jesus flew all past me, or rather, were all rejected 
by me. Judas, Julian, and such rejgcters of the gospel, 
were viewed as the men who were to be my eternal asso- 
ciates; often wishing I had never known the gospel; envy- 
ing the situation of the most abandoned debauchee, wIiq 
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remained unawakened, untormen ted before the time; and, 
though I am now relie?ed, I feel horror in the committing 
it to paper. But I ha?e this reason, among others, for do- 
ing ity that it may prove a mean to humble, and stir me up 
in a day of pride or un watchfulness, and that I may never 
forget gratitude to my great Deliverer, who snatched me 
from the gaping mouth of such an horrible pit. My dear 
Savior, let me never forget this hour and power of dark- 
ness! And never think of mine, without wondering at 
thine! Mine was but a drop; thine an ocean! Mine I 
deserved; thine was for me! 

It is a most mournful proof of the dead hardness of the 
impenitent heart of man when he can smile while deliver- 
ance from wrath remains an uncertainty. It is no less 
wonderful to.think that the redeemed of the Lord are not 
always filled with rapturous triumph while on earth. O 
the patience, i he kindness, the love, and the forbearance of 
the Almighty! What plagues hath sin introduced into the 
world! What glorious grace hath God manifested! t have 
to praise the Lord this day, that life and reason were both 
preserved. 

I just now recollcct,that in the midst of my anguish of 
soul, 1 thought I should be under the necessity of applying 
to spiritous liquors for relief from my tormented mind. 
But this I was preserved from putting in execution, ex- 
cepting one time, about midnight, being so tormented 
that I feared my bowels would rond me with the burn- 
ing and boiling of the fired conscfence. I rose, and took 
one glass of spirits; but, ah! This was but a poor relief. 
It had no efl&'ct, but rather sharpened my anguish. I then 
lighted a candle, and pored, with extreme horror, upon 
Psalm ixxxviii. from v. 14. I perceived my case worded 
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tflere; bat my hour being oot yet come, it afforded no aU 
le? iatioD. This to me was, indeed, the hour and power of 
darkness. All the invention of popish tormentors could 
not have caused such an agony as I then felt« I thought 
I should be looked fur in heaven by many of my friend% 
and nut found; this thought also stung me to the quick, 
I believed God would make roe the butt of his vengeance. 
When I felt the smallest impediment in asingle breath, I 
trembled, as if the harbinger of death had appeared. The 
iidelity of God in the execution of his threatening was a 
tremendous truth. This moment my flesh shrinks, on 
identifying to my mind my then amazing horror. 

I had as strong impressions of the felicity of heaven ia 
the midst of this distress, as ever 1 liad. This deepened 
and enlarged my wound. I beheld the glories of heaven, 
'as Dives may be supposed to have viewed the happiness of 
Lazarus, from the centre of hell. 

The state of iofants, and such as had not lived long 
enough to reject the gospel, appeared happiness. There 
was a possibility of their being recovered and pardoned, 
but all this was over with me. 

I thought that I believed the Bible a true revelation 
from God, but I soberly believed it the highest pre. 
sumption fur me to receive any comfort from the truths 
recorded in it; because, having tasted of the powers of 
the world to come, and afterwards fed upon sin in a way 
as if preferring it to the chief good, I called this atro« 
cious, and so it was. But ahl that I should have admit* 
ted the thought, that it overtopped the merit of the 
^Mediator^s righteousner*^; but I was led capti?e by^ 9itd 
^ound under the sin of unbelief. 
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I believed Christ was once?ery friendly to me ia months 
past J but this friendship I had disregarded and neglected; 
that now he would make me an example of his Teogeaace, 
and viodicate bis injured gouduess, by making me, in the 
jadgment day, a spectacle of horror, shame, and dismay. 
To express the inward gnawing anguish, which uniformly 
succeeded these dismal apprehensions, is beyond the 
power of a human pen. I rejoice I now relMe it as a 
past cfent* 

Fierce as ray chastisement was^ it was short and slight, 
compared with what I justly^merited. Three months was 
aboBt the length of its. fA^rpe^^ continuance, and,ef en dic- 
ing tbat period, I had often intervals of quiet through the 
day; but, in general, I trembled when darkness overspread 
the heavens. The ret am of the evening, sweet to the bus. 
bandmah, was like the shock of an earthquake to me. A 
person who never waded these deep waters, can have no 
more conception of them, than of the glory of the third 
heavens. No wonder that the multitude of the heavenly 
hosts made the air resound with their songs at the incar« 
nation of the great Dbliterer of sinners from all this 
wrath. They felt for man! But the natural man pities 
not himself; saints are mourning for him, when he is 
laughing at them. May I ever recoil at the thought of 
offending such a God, such a Savior! May I ever pos- 
sess a deep sense of the magnitude of divine mercy! 

Let ns now turn the leaf, and contemplate the dawning 
of a glorious day; the rising of the Sun of Righteousness, 
with healing under his wings. 

Upon the evening of the twenty sixth day of January, 
1795, the Lord appeared as my lUhverer. He commanded. 
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and darkness was turned into l%ht. The dovd, which 
covered the mercy seat, fled away! Jesns appeared as be 
is! My eyes were not tnrned inward, but outward! The 
g<Mpel was the glass in which I beheld him. When oar 
Lord first visited Saul upon the liighway, he knew id a 
moment that it was the Lord; so did I! Such ^a change 
of views, feelings, and desires, suddenly took place in my 
mind, as none^but the hand of an infinite Operator couM 
produce* Formerly, I had a secret fear, that it was pre« 
sumption in me to receive the great truths of the gospel; 
now there appeared no impediment! I beheld Jesus as 
the speaker in his word, and speaking to me. When he 
said, ^^Come," I found no difficulty In replying, ^'Yes^ 
Lord! thy pardoned rebel comes." If not the grace of 
God, what else could effect sueh a marvellous change? I 
chiefly viewed theatouement of Jesus as oiinfiuiU value, 
as a price paid for my redemption, and cheerfully accepted 
by the Father. I saw lave in the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, all harmonizing in pardoning and justify lag me. 
The sight humbled and melted my soul. Lookiog to what 
I felt, was no help to my comfort; it came directly from 
God, through his word. 

The following eveoing, about nine o'clock, while sitting 
before the fire, writing to a reverend friend, I had such a 
charming,SHrprislng view-of sovereign, pardoning, redeem- 
ing, unmerited mercy, thatl was hardly able to bear it. 
*^The great doctrines of redemption, as stated in the Bible, 
opened to my view in a way I never experienced before. I 
beheld a crucified Jesus nigh me in the word; 1 threw 
away the pen, and turned about to see this great sight! I 
looked steadfastly to the Lamb, suffering for me! So much 
was I overpowered with the magnitude of this discovery of 
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eternal^ boandless loTe aod grace in Christ, that I felt a 
difficultj in breathing." 

This view of my redeeming God in Christ, completely 
air^pt away all the terrific horrors which had so long 
brooded over my mind, ieaving not a wreclt behind, but 
filling me with a joy and peace more than human; truly 
divine. I sat pensive^ at one time beholding the pit from 
whence I was redeemed; at another, the hope to which 
I was raised. My soul rushed out in wonder, love, and 
praise, emitted in language like this: ^^ Wonderful mercy ! 
Why me! What is this? Thanks be to God, who giveth 
aie the victory through Jesus-Christ, my Lord!" Shudder^ 
ing at sin, i^ pardoned; abhorring it; wondering that 
ever I could have been guilty of such transgressions, I 
continued sitting wrapped up in silent wonder. For long 
after,wben I thought of my hopes, 1 leaped for joy; I re. 
ally had a glad heart. This visitation 4lUo created an ex. 
tent of mildness and complacency In my temper, that I 
never felt before. 1 felt a burning love risiag in my 
keart to M the brethren in Christ; with a strong sympa- 
tky for all such as were not born of the Spirit. I earnestly 
breathed after their incorporation into the family of Christ. 

A light shone upon the scriptures, quite dew to me. 
Passages, which formerly appeared hard to be understood^ 
•eemed plain as the A, B, C. Earthly crowns, sceptres, 
and thrones, appeared quite paltry in my eyes, and not 
worth desiring. I felt a complete contentment with my 
lot in life. I trembled to think of any abatement of my 
faith, lore, aod sensibiiitj; it required resolution to be 
resigned to remain long in the world. Indeed, I could 
scarce admit the idea of long life. I feared the trials and 
victsiitodes connected with it, bat was completely silenced 
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wkh Ifaat noble saying of onr reigning Redeemer, ^^Mjr 
grace is sufficient for tbee/' I saw I was onlj warranted 
to mind Che things of today, leaving the concerns of to- 
morrow to his wise disposal. I felt it easy to introdace 
spiritual cpnrersatlon wherever I was, and to recommend 
Christ wherever I went. I saw that every thing, accept*, 
ble to God, or comfortable to onrselves, was the prodnct 
of divine power. I saw the folly and criminality of being 
too much in company, though composed of the best people 
in the world. I feel nothing more conducive to eternal 
peace and prosperity, than a regular, meek, even walk. 

I cannot close this detail wi(hoiitadding,thatio the tiae- 
of mj' affliction,the doctrine of election appeared irritating 
and confounding; now it appears marvellously glorioQiy 
and truly humbling. I pity Arminians, and every t»ersoii 
who is offended, however secretly , with this doctrine. It 
is a convincing proqf to me, that there is a great dejtei in 
their faith and love, and a want of submission to plain 
scripture. In my worst time, I saw it to be a truth; only 
I wished it had not been true; and often it seemed a check 
to every exertion. But, to deny that it is contained in the 
Bible, appears to be the door t«t downright deism. 

I now stand upon a shore of comparative rest. Believ- 
ing, I rejoice. When in seatch of comfort, I resort to the 
testimony of God; this is that field whjch contains the 
pearl of great price. Frames and feeling are, like other 
created comforts, passing away; but the word of the Lord 
endureth for ever. What unutterable source of consola- 
tion is it, that the foundation of our faith and hope is ever, 
immutably, the same! The sacrifice of Jesus as acceptable 
and pleasing to the Father as it ever was! To this sacri- 
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fiee I desire erer ie direct my eye, espechlly at the fint 
si{fproAch of aoj glocmi or Aental change* 

After my deliTerance, my Ideas of many thisgs vera 
much altered, especially about faith. I percei? e that this 
principle in the mind arises from no exertion in man. 
The Spirit takes the things of Christ, and discovers thelf - 
reality and^ glory in svkdh a manner to the mind of man^that 
it Is not In his power to refuse his belief. It h no mighty 
matter, nor is it any way meritorious, to beliete the sun is 
shining, when your eyes are dazzled with the beams. 

The internal cYidence of the troth of revelation had ten 
thousand times more effect updn my mind, than all its ex- 
ternal evidence. There is a divineness, a glory, and ex* 
eellence in the scriptures, perceived by enlightened minds, 
whicff they cannot so describe as to make h intelligible to 
an nnregcnenUe person. 

Formerly,theii^ajor partof my thoug^s center^ etthef 
npon the darkness t felt, or the light I enjoyed; now they 
are ouihily directed to JeSus, what he hath done, sufered, 
and proffllsedf and I do find,when theeye is thus sin- 
gle, my whole frame is fnll of light. 

Fonnerfy I felt a constant propensity to talk of my 
doubts, fears, darkness, ^c. now I feel a Simitar inclt- 
aation td hint my enjoyments, faith, love, triumph, &c« 
Formerly I had ft certain kind of pleasure In hearing peo. 
pie eomplelnlf^, talking of their bondage, &c. now It tries 
my patience; the foundation of faith and hope appears so 
krittoveablyfi^m; at the same time, I hope, I possess 
tender sympathy for all such, and my prayer is, that Jesui 
«Miy loose fftclr bonds, and set them fk-ee. 
Vot. !• ♦r 
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I plainly pereeif« the tratk ef what yam htve nore 
Ihan once told me^ that a name among men is a poor 
ihimgl It can give ao relief in temptation, nor in a dying 
Iwar. 

I neTer,Ull now,saw occasion for that divineeihortaf ion, 
«Id ybar patience possess ye your soais!'' Luke xxi. 1 9r 
Bat) after taking a snr? ey of eternal felicity, I see much 
need of patience to wait till my appointed moment arrive.. 

Formerly, when a friend, or a minister, especially the 
latter, said a 'Certain feeling was an evidence of grace, I 
snatched at it, and took comfort; now, nothing of this 
kind a&cts me, unless I perceire that it Is evidently 
founded upon scripture. 

While remarkable visitations continue,! believe the sub^ 
ject of them will be remarkably bumbled; but, aft^ they 
Are past, such is human depravity, that be is apt to be 
proud, and boast of these very things which ought to ope* 
^ate in an opposite manner. Witness the case of Panl, 
who got a counterpoise to his rapturous discoveries, Cor. 
%\u I. &c. Of this you kindly cautioned me some montbe 
ago, when I did not so well understand it« 

My mind is wonderfully led out to gase at theadmifabla 
skill of the divine Operator, in his works of creation. I 
perceive a fund of wisdom displayed in the/ormati<>o of a 
pile of grass, or a solitary weed on the road aide. 

As for his works of Providence, they appear a fleeon4 
revelation, ool^ not written. 

Now, my dear sir, to finish this long letter, I solemnly 
d^'clare, I had no more hand in my deliverance from ray 
dismal Mdiation, than the child iknborn; my attontioft 
was invisibly, instanUoeousl^,andpowerfiillydirawntatba 
truth. 1 9aw it to be truth, God's truths and irntk to Bt} 
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I ttow liold cABiiDttRion witli God as fliy Father, Jettnaaa 
my Savior, tbe Holy Spitlt a» ray eominnal helper ^and 
funcdfier^with confirmed angels and then as my brethren* 
I ralne the comniiinion of saints below. All is the doing 
of the Lord) and shall eternally be wondrons in my eyes* 
I am, reverend and dear sir, 

Tour affectionate friend and servant, 
CU9ei, Juhf U 17^S. HEMAN. 



AN AFFECTIONA'ra ADDRESS TO A YOUNa CHRISTIAN. 

[Every OB^ere lover of Chritt niiist feel a peeolwr pleftsure in ob* 
lenring serious appearances amoog young persons. Mindlul, how* 
•rer of the difficulties under which the lambs of Christ's, fiocl^ 
ttsoally labor, he wishes to give them every assistance of which he 
Is eapable. Such is the design of the following address, which it 
dktatelf, not in tbe spirit of pride and self importance, hut frooa 
the warmest leotuneDts <^ love and affection.] 

Tour present profession of adherence to Christ, my dear 
young friend, arises not, I trust, from transient emotiout 
of religion only; you are, in some degree, convinced of its 
trath and excellence, and are determined, by grace,to fol. 
low Jesus through every opposition. Tour eyes have been 
opened todisbern your naturaKgullty,and depraved state. 
Sensible that you can do nothing to recover yourself, yon 
^ace all y oar confidence in the atonement, righteousness, 
and grace of Christ, for complete redemption; and, ara 
desivonrof living as an eternal debtor to his free grace, 
glorifying him in your soiif and i»'^liur body, which ara 
Us. If this be^yoor character, I nope you vrill listen with 
attention to the adt ice of a stranger, who is nnfeignedly 
solicitoni of y'ovr spiritual comfort and Improvement. 
. As it is by the word of God that we at first are mada 
ipiritnally alive, so our progress in the divine life is pro- 
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aioCcd bjr tbe same memos, Semrckimg the $tripiureSf 
tlierefore,i6 a duty of great Importance; nor b it possible 
to express the benefits derived from a judicious and com« 
preliensi?e Ildow ledge of t liem. The assertions of tbe in* 
spired apostle are highly iateresttng: 7%e hohf scripturei 
are able to make thee wise unto salvation^ through faithj 
which is in Jesus ChHsi, AU scripture is given by inm 
spiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine^ for re^ 
proofs for correction^ and instruction in righteousness^ 
that the man of God map he perfect y thoroughly furnifth* 
ed unto all good zoorkttj d Tim. iii. 15.^A7, Ponder 
seriously these words; and let you^ practice bear evidence 
that you firmly believe them. The real value of the'%ord 
of God can only be known by a proc/ico/ acquaintance 
Ifith it. Yon cannot, therefore study your own happi. 
ness to better purpose, than by daily searching for wis* 
dom in that inestimable treasure. If yon come, in tbe 
bumble spirit of a child, to God as yonr te-acher, and, 
sensible of your natural inability to discern divine trutii 
spiritually, look to him to guide yon by his Spirit Int^ 
all truth, yon shall soon attain higher degrees of solid 
knowledge. Your difficulties and misconceptions sliall 
gradually be cleared up. Nor will your understanding of the 
truth enable yon merely to contend for it against ad versa, 
ries; you shall possess thai inward and imrigorating powc^ 
ef it, which God only can give, and by which the soul Is 
tTansformed int^ V^!:i|age. From lidag a babe in Qirist, 
feeding upon the b.. ^ete milk of the wovd, you shsM 
attain the character of a strong man, able to digest the 
most mysterious parts of divine trath, andehall even ae^ 
4ttif e thefuH assurance of mnier$tmtding to ike atkn^wU 
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sdfcement of^ m^ster^ qfGod^ even of ike Father ^ and 
qf Christ. 

Intimately ftcquaiated with the duty of searching thtt 
8crii>tares, is that of maintaining the spirit of prayer. la 
Tain do we otherwise hope to preserre the life of religioa. 
With oar knowledge we may please and edify others; but 
all ranst be eold and dark within. Backslidings from the 
ways pf God usually begin in the careless performance of 
closet detotioo; and, our spirituai prosperity may be 
judged of by o«r regard or aversion to private prayer. Be 
advised then^ my dear fellow traveller, often to retire for 
the purpose of enjoying sweet fellowship with your heav* 
eoly Father. Fear not that he will refuse to manifest him- 
self unto you. Remonber faia promise, Before they ctUty 
I wild anetDer; and whilst they are yet speakings I mil 
hear* All the deiights of the sons of men are no compen^ 
satton for the loss of even one momeai's real fellowship 
with God. Blessed are they who know the joyful sound ^ 
They shall wmlk^ O Lord^ in the light of thy countenance. 
In thy name shall they rejoice all the day^ and in thy 
righteousness shall they be exalted. Certainly, they bid 
iairest to attain the highest degrees of spiritual delight and 
improvement, who are men of prayer and devotion. Let 
not any thing, then, hinder you from this high enjoyment; 
and endeavor to acquire a habit of lifting up your soul to 
God by pious ejaculations. Thus you shall go on your 
way rejoicing. 

But, whsie I urge the propriety of conscientiously ob^^ 
serving secret duties, puMic ordinances are no less useful 
tod necessary. They have a mutual influence on each 
other. A lover of Christ loves also his tabernacles. His 
soul longetb, yea, even fainteth,for the courts of the Lord. 
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YooBf Cliri9tian8,howe?er,seldom need to be urged upon 
'this head. It is more reftsonable to remiad them, that 
the^must be carefolof thespifit id which they attend ordU 
nances. From m j own feeling, and that of many others, I 
woald hnmbly warn you, ray dear reader, to beware of 
placing too much confidence In meansi Your soul will 
flourish under the gospel in proportion as yon attend sim- 
ply upon the Lord himself. Sitting thus at the feet of 
Jesu8,and recei?ing the trttth from his mouth, it will eTef 
be new, savoury, an'^ refreshing to you. Sensible that the 
richest variety of means are ineffectual in themseWes, yott 
will look to Jesus for his prosence and blesshig. Thus 
ordinances become wells of salvation and pastures where 
our souls are nourished* Very different, however, must 
be the effects of that carnal manner of observing divine 
institutions, with which many aire contented. Higher de^ 
grees of speculative knowledge they may attain inde^, 
but must remain strangers to kB vital power and Influence. 
Their ignorant admiration of men will probably be sue- 
ceeded by disaffection and disgust; and their apparent 
love of ordinances converted into contempt, even into the 
form of godliness; so dangerous is it to rest satisfied with 
the means without enjoying the power of rei%toni 

Sometimes you are perplexed, as is usual with y^ning 
converts, with the many distinctions, which maintain 
among professing Christians. Let not this, however, in 
the smallest degree discourage you. You will soon learn, 
that a perfect agreen^ent in lesser external matters, is 
incompatible with our present imperfect state. When our 
knowledge of the word of God is ealarged,yoii«tll discern 
po such differences among real Christians, as at first yon 
ii^agined. Only be patient^ humble, and teaokaib^ a«d 
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God will guide yon through every difficulty. You shall be 
directed to associate with that body of his people, where ha^ 
hath cietermioed to prepare you for glory; and shall, I 
trust, eojoy so much of the Spirit of Christ, as will deter- 
mine you to love his merabers, huwcrcr they mai)r bedis- 
tloguished from each other by uames or parties. 

Uoexperieuced^aayott still must beyia the waysofProv^ 
iden^Cj permit me to suggest a few thoughts on that de- 
lightful subject. Settle It as an indubitable maxim, that 
the Lord bath appointed all yf our steps through this wilder, 
ness; and that it is, therefore your duty simply to follow 
Um as he is pleased to lead you. Perhaps, in nothing 
does the true spirit of Cbristlanity discover itself more evi- 
dently than in this» We are naturally self wiMed and hasty, 
Grace,a8 it gains the ascendency, subdues this propensity. 
Tired by numberless disappointments, the fruit of our un- 
warrantable frowardness, we at length become willing to 
aubmit ourselves implicitly to divine wisdom. My young 
reader, I hope,hath taken the Lord as his guide, and gir^a 
himself up to bis direction. O, let the reality of your bar- 
ing done so, appeal in your whole deportment! Pray that 
the Lord may check th^ impetuosity of your temper, and 
make yon able to distrust yoursejf. However men, wiso 
in tbeir own conceits, may judge, such a frame of spirit is 
aa inestimable blessing. If you acknowledge the Lord in 
aU your ways, you discover the truest wisdom, and shall 
oodoubtedly find that hedirecteth your steps. Follow this 
plan, especially wken proposing any change in your lot, 
aad y4ia shall not be suiered to stomble. Let all your 
aiairs be conducted by prayer,and by la> ing yourself open 
to the direction of God in bis word. Comforts enjoyed in 
IIhs way acquire a double relisb; and, even crosses and 
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^fficalUes are comparaliTely easy ami pkasaat. Thus you 
shall adfaace in solid religion. Freed from mueh pain 
and anxiety^yonwill possets yonr soul in patience, satisfied 
in the Lord, as the portion of your inberitaDce, and the 
maintainer of your lot* 

With regard toyoursocial inter€Ourse,let your conduet 
be marked by mwi^sty and meekness* How essential are 
these graces in the Christian character, and how comely 
when eminenily possessed by a young Christian! The 
Spif it of Jesus is inconsistent with etery appearance of 
supercilious or conceited behavior. Humility and self, 
denial, notwithstanding the highest increase in knowledge 
and gift8,are its leading features. What pity when young 
Christians give occasion for such reflections as these: 
^^He seems to be zealous and lively, and his conduct is, 
upon the whole, changed; bat, there is something so im. 
prudent and offensi? e in his manner, that It always pains 
me to observe him." Far be it from me to discourage 
honest zeal and affection; nor do I expect to find in a babe 
what I look for in a young man, or in a father; I only 
wish to give the friendly hint,and hope it will be seriously 
attended io. Every species of self-seeking is below the 
dignity of a Christian. Nothing tends more directly to 
offend onr brethren, or to mar our own comfort, than 
this base corruption. If we walk as in the sight of God, 
we shall be afraid of yielding to it, evcm in the most se« 
cret manner. 

1 hope you are concerned to maintain the utmost integm 
rity of character, Shnplicity and godly stncerity are the 
peculiar ornaments of Christianity. Dissimnlatton of any 
kind is a flat contradiction to the profession of the gospeL 
The smallest de|)arture from strict veracity must weii«d 
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y^tir conscience, and detract from yoor respectability. 
Abofe all, it brings a reproach upon that worthy name by 
which yon are called. In this matter, the eye of the world 
18 particularly watchful; and every failure is urged as an 
Argument against the truth. Any thing gained by dissim. 
Illation, is a poor recompense, indeed, for what is lost^by 
it. Fair and open uprightness of conduct recommends 
our profession as amiable and in? itlng. If we behate 
4>therwise, we belie the truth. 

What has been said on the necessity of maintaining the 
spirit of religion, is,bj no means,intended to slacken your 
attention to your occupation. This were to ekhibilarery 
limited view of our holy profession. That we^setTe tko 
Lord Christ by diligence in business, as well as by ferTeocy 
of spirit, is a comfortable reflection. Be it your study to 
act consistently in both. Negligence in either marks an 
unfinished character. lie is the most advanced Christian, 
who approves himself faithful in whatever Proftdence calls 
him to do; and, it is a noble testimony to religion, when 
his neighbors are forced to acknowledge, that now he 
acts with a propriety and regularity to which he was for* 
roerly a stranger. Your affections, my dear young friend, 
are now warm and lively in divine things, and satan may 
tempt you to slight relatWe duties. Be not ignorant, 
however, of this device. Vour lawful business is an im- 
portant part of your religion. If you neglect it, you re- 
proach your profession, and open the mouths of the pro- 
fane. Regular habits of industry arc beneficial to soul and 
body. 

These hints are thrown out on the supposition that you 
«re acquainted, in some measure^with the nature of living 
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bj faith upon Chrisf^as your strength for the perfdrtnutite 
of duty, as well as your righleousaess for ihejustification 
of your person. To speak of forcing ooe to a holy life, 
is the greatest absurdity. We are created in Christ Je* 
BUS uoto good works^and holiness can obly be maintained 
by Tital union with him. In this and eVery other neces- 
sary trnth^may the Lord himself, by his word and Spirit^ 
fully instruct you! May he preserYe you from the nunler* 
OU8 temptations to which you are exposed! May yoor 
path be as the shining light, that shineth more atid more 
unto the perfect day! Amidst the reproaches of the 
World, and the other discouragements ^hich you must lay 
your account to meet with, may the Lord strengthen, set- 
tle, and comfort you! Having endured to the end, useful . 
in your generation, may you fioish your course ^^ith peace- 
ful cheerfttlnesfij and enter into the joy of your Lord! 



CONVERSION OF A FARMEK, 

BY K CIRCUMSTANCE RATaEtl VNCOMMOST. 

John D , a farmer, in , Was long a strangt^r to 

the inexhaustible riches of grace. He paid no regard to 
the sacred ordinances of the gospel; or, if evei' on the 
Lord's day he entered the church, it was more froiti a de- 
sire of ridiculing, that pro^ting by what he heard. The 
word preached did not profit him^ not being mixed with 
faith. In this dreadful situation was he, when, on the 10th, 
of March, 1790,his wife died, after bringing into the world 
an infant daughter. The good providence of that gracious 
God, who calleth the weak things of this world to con- 
found the strong, had ordained that the nurse of this child 
fihould be a woman of exemplary faith, ilrho ^^w^lked in 
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the Spirit, being saactified by Ihe Holy Ghost." ''The 
carnal mipd of the father still continned at enmity with 
God;" but, he was, ere long, to be brought to a full con* 
Ticttoa of his own un worthiness, and a delightful experi- 
eiice of the riches of redeeming Ipye. The child being 
now about twenty months old, and beginning to prattle a 
few words, was one day sent for by the father, who was 
sHting after dinner with someof his profane ftcquaintance 
To his great astonishment, the child repeated two or threa 
times, in fts infant tones, '^O the grace of God!" These 
words made a de^p impression upon the father. Hp b^- 
gjui to reflect npon his sins, and the power of that grace, 
'^ which cle^Qseth from sin," so long the subject of his 
impious ridicule. The Holy Ghost ''had opened his 
heart," and uqw hrough|t him )ike a sheep that had been 
a3tray, into the fold ^f diytne Ipye. Since that time he has 
erer wi^lkjed as becometh pne ^'c^Ued in the Lprd, bf lug- 
iag forth fruits meet for repentai^cje." The words whiph, 
through i^ grace oi God* bepamis the happy instrument 
of his conrersion. Were the customary ejaculations of the 
pions nnrse, and had thus been learned by the infant; so 
truly was the scripture verified, that "out of the mouths 
of babes and sucklings the Lord hath perfected praise." 



FENELON. 

LoBD Peterborough, whep on ^ visit to Fenelon, at 
Cambray, was so'^chasmed wUh the virtues apd talents of 
the archbii^op, that he ei^ciaimed, at parting, "If I stay 
here any longer I shall become a Christian in spite of 
myself." 
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MASSILLON. 
A CIRCUMSTANCE, which happened some time after the 
death of Massilloii,ca1culated to affect every heart of sen. 
slbility, profes how dear the mcmary of this great aod 
good man is, not onTy to the poor, whose tears he wiped 
away, but to all who knew him. A traveller, passing 
throughClermont,wishedto see thecountryhousein which 
the prelate used to spcpd the greatest part of the year; 
and he applied to an old vicar, who, since the death of th« 
bishop,had never ventu redto return to that country house, 
where he who inhabited it, was no longer to be found. He 
consented, however, to gratify the desire of the traveller, 
notwithstanding the profound grief he expected to suffer ia 
revisiting a place so dear to liis remembrance. They ac- 
cordingly set out together; and the vicdr pointed oat 
every particular place to the stranger. ^^There,^*^ said he, 
with tears in his eyes, ^^is the alley in which the prelate 
used to walk with.us; there is the arbor in which he used 
to sit and read; this is the garden he took pleasure in cuU 
tlvaling with his own hands." Then they entered the 
bouse; and when they came to the room where Massillon 
died, "This,*' said the vicar, "is the place where we lost 
him;'* and, as he pronounced these words, he fainted. 

The ashes of Titus, or of Marcus Aurelius, might hav© 
envied such a tribute of regard and affection. 



RELIGION. 
Bbligion's solaee sooths tht troublq^ miiidi 
And on this prop a sore suppoit we 6od, 
When ills assault us, anil when troubles vex. 
When foes disturb us, and when harms perplex^ 
If on this never failhig rock we rest. 
Oar God will send us what he thinks is h^,' 
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SINGULAR CONVERSION. 
Events of the last importance often arise from causes 
apparently insignificant. The links of the chain of Prov- 
idenceare wouderfullj connected- An infidel ridicules^ 
a beUerer admires ap^ adores* 

The following is a storj that can be aothcnticated by 
the evidence of many i^hp have heard it from the person 
who IS the sabj^t of it, but now gone safe to God and 

When the Rev. INf r went to his living in the conn« 

iry^ very great audience collected from the neighboring 
towns and villages; in ope of which lived an old innkeeper, 
whOfhaving made free with his own tfip^had well carbun. 
cled his nose and (ace, w.hich bore the visible marks of his 
profession. He had heard the .report of the concourse at 
this church^as many went from his own town; but heal, 
ways stoutly swore he would never be found ainong the 
fools who were running to turn Methodists. Indeed, it 
was eqnally contradictory to his practice as well as profes- 
sion to be found among those who followed the gospel of 
Christ; but, on hearing the particularly pleasing mode of 
singing at church, which was much spoken of, his curios, 
ity was excited, and he said, he did not know but when 

next P n feast came, which was half way, he might go, 

and hear the singing; but, with some imprecation, that 
he would never hear a word of the sermon. 

He lived about six miles distant; and, when P n feast 

came, after dining with a party, instead of sitting to drink, 
he came to the afternoon service, merely to hear the sing, 
ing at the church, with a full resolution of keeping hif 
TOW, and excluding every word of the sermon. 
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He was a large fat maQ, and, as it was a hot sammer* 
day, he came in sweating and wiping; and, having with 
difficulty found admission into a narrow open pew, with a 
lid,as soon as the hymn before sermon wassung,whtch he 
he^rd with great attention, he leaned forward; and,fix.ing 
his elbows on the 11d,secured both his ears against the 
iliermon with his fore fingers. He had not been in this po- 
sition many minutes before the prayer finished, and the 
sermon commenced, w ith an aw ful appeal to the consciences 
of the hearers, of the necessity of attending to the things 
which made for their CTerlasting peace; and the minister 
addressing them solemnly, ^^He that hath ears to hear,let 
him hear/' Just the moment before the words were pro* 
nounced, a fly had fastened on the car bunded nose of the 
innkeeper,aiid,stinging him sharply, he snatclied one of his 
^ ingers from hisear,and struck off the painful visitant; at 
that fery moment,the words, *'//e that hath ears to heary 
ht him heary^* pronounced with great solemnitj^, entered 
the ear that was opened, as a clap of thunder. It struck 
him with irresistible force; he kept his hand from return, 
ing to his ear; and, feeling an impression he had never 
known before,he presently withdrew tho^other finger,and 
hearkened, with deep attention to the discourse which 
followed. 

That day was the beginning of days to him; from that 
voment, a change was produced upon him, which could 
■ot but be noticed by all his former companions. He never 
from that day, returned to any of his former practices, 
never afterwards was seen liquor, or heard to swear; 
began to pray, and hear God's word; for many years walk« 
ed all weathers six miles to the church where he received 
th« first knowledge, of a dying Kedeemer| and salvation 
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througli his name; and, after about eighteen years faithful 
and close walk wim God, he died in the rejoicing of hope| 
and blessed Him who sent the meanest of hi;» creatures to 
open his ears to instruction. y 

■ * 

MERCY AND JUDGMENT. 
Iff the last century, a Scots gentleman, of the name of 
"Wastra\¥, was remaikfd by all for his profanenrss; but, 
particularly, for a sanguinarydispofiitioTv^it being his study 
and delight to excite quarrels^ which eodod in bloodshed^ 
Haying succeeded in forcins: a neighboring gentleman ta 
kill another,and finding him grratty troubled on account 
of U,he ga?e him this horrid" advice,namely, to practise it 
H|ore as the best cure; for, that he hfrnself had killed sii 
men; that, on the first occasion he was rendered uneasy; 
but, by a repetition of such deeds, he bocame quiet. 

As Mr. W. was one day riding to a place where twa 
persons bad engaged to decide a quarrel by a duel, hit 
horse stnmbled on the side of a steep rock and threw hia> 
doVn it a considerable depth, his sword falling out before 
him, yel without any hurt! His mind was greatly affected- 
by this peculiar deli?erance. The Lord broke in upon his- 
conscicnce with great convictions of sin. Detesting the 
object of his journey, he immediately returned home; 
where a gracious change was long evidenced by deep re- 
pentance and tenderness of heart. He spent much time 
in private,mourning'on account of his sin. On the day of 
bU death, which was not expected by any, he was over* 
heard to be wrestling in prayer for a long time; atlenglh, 
the family, after uaitii^g for him, and knocking much at 
his chamber door in vain, were constrained to break if 
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ppen; .when to their great surprise, he was foond dea4 
oo his knees, a ?ast quantity of blood haying issued f com 
efery passage of his body^and swimming about the flooi;* 
au awful proof to the worid,that though God will pardon 
the sins of his people, yet he will not suffer some sins to 
pass without a visible mark of his anger, and taking ?ea» 
geance on their inventions. 



A THOUGHT ON DEATH. 

Methinks I hear the sciemn knell 

Of some departed soul! 
That bids this empty world fiurewell* 

And flies beyond the pole. 

The feeble wings of sense must stay. 

And tarry far behind; 
Nor thought pursue the hidden way, 

Nor trace Aer nnoonfln'd. 

Quick as the light that brings the day. 

She mott«ts-toyonder shy; 
O, eoukl she come, and softly say 

What tis for man to die! 

3at ah! no tongue can e er unfold. 

What ioult departing' feel; 
Or sure some friend e're now had told 

What yet they all eoneed. 

But stay, my soul, no farther pry 
Where God will not eeveals 

for thou skalt know wliat *^d to di^ 
And what the dead conceal. 



• Charles IX. of Fi-ance, the author of that dreadful 
avkereby tlieblood of so jnany thousand Proteatants, at ¥$1*$, was 
4h«d, died by «a «ilrROitliniiry ^ffusioiA.of hl<^d.&y^ alt tike .paiyi^ 
oftusbcvd^,. 
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MaH; h*p^ hoQr^ •ome, gloriouB day! 

When I shall uke my flight. 
Then shall /wing that unknown waVj^ 

To yonder realms of light 



THE SBAUTfO QF THE HOLY SWRIT. 

pn a letter to the Editor of the Evangelical Magazine.J^ 

Some months passed over, after my late restoration to 
the knowledge, lofe^aod powerful experience of the truth^ 
before I was led to consider what may be meant by beings 
sealed with the Holy Spirit. Perhaps this sealing may con« 
9ist of two parts, which necessarily go together. Our com* 
fortable persuasion of God's knowing us as his children and 
an abiding faith; or, if you will, assurance that be is our 
reconciIed| losing Father in Christy both arising from, and 
founded npon thewordof 6od« No wonder we cry Abba^ 
Father, when (he Lord enlargeth our hearts with the yivig. 
orating rays of his glory, with the energetic constraints of 
Us love, and the indisputable feeling of his presence. But 
to have no doubt of his love, of the validity of his promise 
to uSf when beat down with a consciousness of guilt; 
when deprived of the felt effects of his gospel; when un« 
hinged for praying, &c. Is quite a different thing. Yet, I 
believe this state of mind, pr rather, strength of faith, it 
gifted to some, perhaps ta thousands of the Lord*s dear 
people in the present world. Indeed, I enjoy., at present, 
something of this nature. The Lord hath sa stamped 
upon my mind the immutability of his character, the un* 
ehangeablesess of his record^that 1 have met with nothingy 
for months past, to make me donbt of his love. I hate 
9i«; I woulddepartfromalliniquity if Icould. l.knowsl» 
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hath crept into the hearts of Qod^u dMMPeit servaBts ift 
every age; that a body of sin will accompaBy the best to 
their graves; that God bath reserved perfect freedom from 
a depraved nature to tbe heavenly Jerusalem; that he has 
promised certain deliverance in the end; that he will never 
l^ve nor forsake me$ and a nuipher of such truths so 
dwell upon my mind, even when I am melancholy through 
the prevalence of iniquity, that I havenodoubtof thecon- 
tinuance of God's love, and of theevidence I Shall by and 
by have of its reality to my sinful soul. Some may call thfo 
presumption, others fanaticism; but,as for mc, I ooBsider 
it the result of redeeming love; a temper as far above 
my power to produce, as to change myself intoanarchaa* 
gel. Dare I boast of it? No; pride and every sin so iftr 
mars it, but not so as to extinguish it. 

Some might say surely he has no fear of death! I 
know not hovr I would be affected, were he this moment 
to appear; but, 1 feel no tormenting or distressing fear of 
him. I am enabled to commit that important crisis to the 
care of my great Savior. His honor and faithfulness, as 
well as my safety and comfort, are concerned in that mat* 
ter. It is miue to hold fast the beginning of my confidence 
firm unto the end; it is his to be faithful to the word npon 
which he hath caused my soul to hope. I know irell about 
the terrors of death; few have drank deeper into the cop. 
My deliverance from them was neither a human nor angetia 
vrork, but the doing of the Lord, which is sHll fresh upon 
my mind, and wondrous in mine eyes. Praise the Lord, 
O my soul! flosanna in the highest. 

I find the witnessing of the Spirit is to and by the word. 
He removes every cloud from it; gives a peculiar kind of 
peiception of the trnth contained in it; draws the man 
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Tbe spirit gives such a knowledfi^e of, and delight in the 
law of God, 2H6 makes bioi hate nn^llef^coBBider faith not 
iMity a doty, bat a pleasant privilege. He is led,from difi- 
coveriesof God in theword^to Abhor, and aim at abstaining 
from, every thoagfit dei-ogator^ to the divine glory. Sin* 
fol thoughts raffle and distress him, no less than sinfal 
Words «^d actions. He loves God; he desires to obey 
hhn. He lciio#s that with the mind he most serve him; 
that Ood is offended if he does not. He knows, from ex. 
perleiice, if hts heart be net Watched, his peace and com- 
fort are if^nred, and that he proporttonably becomes ib- 
dispoted to upright walking. 

Daily foils and failures concof with scripture, in demon- 
strating the need 1 have to give up the government of my 
mind to Jesus. Sin lieing admitted, my confidence in God 
IS marred. The persnasion of having formerly received 
smny nvarks of the divine favor, does not always reinstate 
my jory; nor am I much advantaged by strong efforts 
against rhiitig corruption, nor by peremptory resoluttons. 
Upon acruiioy, I find a degree of self interwoven with ail 
these plans. The query now is^ How then do I obtain re- 
lief? Suppose my complaint to be an ungovernable mind; 
I turn up the BibLe,and read what assurances or promises ' 
the Lord has made about keeping the minds of his people, 
of living, -walking, and reigning in them. I recollect the 
character of Christ) that he uniformly acts in correspond- 
ence with hift word; that it is my duty to believe what he 
«ayB, and I do assure you I find it my interest. 

Again; I have sinned, anddo deserve to be punished. 
I mmst m^ attempt to eztenaate my guilt. To atone is 
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Bot required, nor can I do It. Now the wisdom, the lt)?c^ 
the glory of God's pUn of redemption, is manifest; it 
assumes a brilliancy of Instre, nobly adapted to my case. 
Without the inter? entioo of such a Sa? lor as the gofr- 
pel exhibits, I must ha?e been utterly undone. The Bible 
tells me my sins were laid upon him, h^bore them on the 
tree, and in the grate; but God raised him froqn the dead, 
and gaTehim glory, signifying thereby he was satisfied; put. 
ting his love beyond a doubt, that our faith and hope might 
freely and firmly terminate in him. The faith of these things 
constrains me to consider God as love, and loving me in 
Christ. I see the whole glory of saWation concentring in 
God, by this charming*, most gracious, most bene? otent 
constitution of his. It is by faith,that it might be by^race. 
Believing is the spring of action; it sets all the wheels in 
motion. We are confounded at seeing ourseUes so sur. 
rounded with grace. Jehovah redeems, calls, enlightens, 
sanctifies, defends, and glorifies his people. He works in 
them both to will and to do. When I can survey all to be 
x>f God, then doubts, fears, discouragements, <&c. are com- 
pletely banished; then lean run without wearying; I can 
walk without fainting. 

I find much to be contained in the triumphant language 
of the chuich, Mie. vii. 8. ^ ^Rejoice not against me, O mine 
enemy! When I fall, I shall arise; when I sit in dark- 
ness, the Lord shall be a light unto me.*' The faith of the 
oertainty of such events frees the mind from despondency, 
fills it with hope, and frustrates the attempts of our ene. 
mies. But, some might say, Is not all this presumption? 
Where is your repentance? Yonr sorrow for sin? Sorrow 
and regret are less or more attafched to the majority of sins 
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committed by the children of God. The stronger their 
fattb,the more pungent their grief, because of transgression . 
True, their sorrow worketh not unto death and despair, but 
to life and peace. The faith of pardoned guilt pierces 
them to the quick. Though God forgives them, they 
Beither forget their sin, nor forgive themselves. The 
more they are instructed into the doctrine of Christ, the 
more clearly they perceive the sinfulness of sin, tiff y feel 
more acutely for a suffering Savior. They praise him 
then with louder hosannas; and with greater sincerity 
they exclaim with Paul^ ^^O wretched man that I am! 
Who shall deliver me from this body of sin and death?" 

The actings of a gracious mind can only be explained to 
the satisfaction of such as are heirs of the same grace, tern, 
pies of the same Spirit. The plain simple cottager would 
be little wiser, were he to peruse the publication of a first 
rate philosopher. Philosophers soar too far above his 
standard. Believers and unbelievers are natives of differ, 
ent worlds, totally distinct from each other; their minds 
being more opposite than the complexion of blacks apd 
whites. On this account it is harder to explain to a carnal 
mind a spiritual truth, than the'nature of ice to a tropical 
inhabitant. Let us then who believe, praise our divine 
Instructor. Shall we fail in loving, or faint -til serving 
him? No! While we have a being, which shall be eter. 
nally, we shall praise and publish his mighty anJ wond- 
rous acts. 

I have no doubt but the sun shall rise tomorrow morn- 
ing. Are the fulfilment of God^s promises less certain? 
No, they are not. Why then should I question their 
accomplishment. He shall lead the blind by a way that 

Vox.. I. 10 
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Ibej know not. He shall be with them tbrongk life, and 
at death, fie shall raise theoi up at the last day. He 
shall be glorified in his saints, and admired in ail who 
belie?e. After passing sentence upon the an righteous, 
thus closing the judgment scene, he and thej shall aseead 
to life eTerlasting: Yes! to life ererlasting. The glorjr 
which shall then break in upon the souls of the ransomed 
Is now perfectly in conceivable. The thought that this 
felicity is eternal, ^ill doable the perfection of their bliss. 
More on, hours and years, to gi?e way to this delightfal 
day! Would we part with such a hope for thousands of 
gold or silver? For ten thousand worlds? No! No! Not 
for all that archangels' tongues could name. 

When walking in darkness, let as stay our minds on 
these reviving truths; waiting for the coming of the Sob 
of man. The faith of them will sweeten and soften afflic- 
tion; fortify against the inroads of temptation; banish the 
fear of dying; give contentment in life, and triumph at 
death. Even so come, Lord Jesus! Amen. 



SINGULAR CONVERSION OF A WIDOWS PROFUGAIE 
SON. 
A MINISTER of Lady H.'s happening to be some time 
since at Edinburgh, was accosted very civilly by a young 
nan in the street, with an apology for the liberty he was 
taking. ^^Ithink, Sir,'^ said he, <^ I have heard you at Spa 
Fields chapel."'^ Yon probabljmight,sir;for Ihave some« 
times ministered there.*' ^'Do you remember," said he,^^a 
note put up from an afflicted widow, begging the prayern 
of the congregation for the conversion of an ungodly son?" 
^^I do very wdl remember such a circumstance." '^Sir,'* 
•fTaid he^^^I am the rery p^son; and, wonderfal to tell^ the 
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prajec was effectual." ^4 was going on a frolic vith some 
other abandoned young men one Sunday through theSpa 
Fields, and passing by the chapel, I was struc^k with its 
appearance, and hearing it was a methodist chapel, we 
agreed to mingle with the crowd, and slop a few min- 
iites to laugh and mock at the preacher and people. We 
were but just entered the chapel, when you, sir, read the 
oote, requesting the prayers of the congregation for an 
afflicted widow's profligate son. I heard it with a sensation 
I cannot express. I was struck to the heart; and though 
I had no idea that I was the very indiTidual meant, I felt 
the bitterness expressed of a widow's heart who had a 
child so wicked as I knew myself to be. 

^^Mymind wasiustantly solemnized. I could not laugh; 
my attention was ri?etted on the preacher. 1 heard his 
prayer and sermon with ao impression very different from 
what had carried me into the chapel. From that moment 
the gospel truths penetrs^ted my heart; I joined the con. 
gregation; cried to God in Christ for mercy, and found 
peace in belie?ing; became my mother's comfort, as I had 
long been her heavy cross, and through grace, ha?e erer 
since continued in the good ways of the Lord. An open* 
ingha?ing lately been madeforan adfantageous settlement 
in my own country, I came hither with my excellent 
mother, and, for some time past, have endeavored todry 
up the widow's tears, which I had so often caused to flow, 
and to be the comfort and support of her age;as I had been 
the tormcnjt and affliction of her former days. We live 
together in the enjoyment of e?ery mercy, happy and 
thankful; and every day I acknowledge the kind hand of 
my Lord that ever led me to the Spa Fields Chapel." 
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CONJUGAL AFFECTION IN AN INHABITANT OF 
OTAIIKITE. 

Among (he intelligence received in the yarleus inquiries 
made respecting the South Sea Islands and its inhabu 
tants, Tarions anecdotes ha?e been related, but one of a 
very peculiarly affecting kind, will, 1 doubt not, be read 
with pleasure. 

The captain of the Dedal us, during his stay at the island, 
obserTedonedayanEtive'woinan,withaehild,whoappear* 
>d a perfect European, and evidently boro the stamp of his 
parentage.^ He was a beautiful boy, and attracted bis 
notice; on inquiry he learned the.following melancholy 
story. Mr. Stewart, one of the officers who joined the an. 
happy Christian in seizing the ship Bounty from captaia 
Bligh,{iad returned with Christian from Taboua, as related 
in the trial of the mutineers,and when Christian left Ota. 
heite with the vessel, and that part of the crew which chose 
to cleave to Inm, Mr. Stewart,-with the rest, determined 
ito fix their abode at the island, where they met the most 
CQrdial reception. He soon attached himself to one of 
the beautiful natives and giving her his name, lived with 
her as his Peggy Stewart, in a state of the tenderest en- 
dearment. One? child had been the fruit of their union, 
when the Pandora arrived, seized the mutineers, and, 
among the rcsf, the unhappy Stewart. He was carried 
on board a prisoner, and the vengeance whichawaited him 
was soon spread through the circles of Olaheite. An« 
guish and horror seizod on the heart of the disconsolate 
Peggy; a nrey io grief that refused to be comforted, and 
overwhelmed with despair at the loss of her esteemed 
husband. Her health gave wa}i to the acuteness of her 
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leeliitg»; she pined away from day to day, caressing the 
unfortunate infant,and fell a sacrifice to the fidelity of her 
affection. She languished a few months, and literally died 
of a broken heart^leaving the dear and helplesj» infant to a 
sister, who had cherished and brought him up with mater* 
nal affection. 

More polished regions will hardly afford instances of 
greater sensibility, or present us with amiability of man- 
ners more interesting and more endearing. From such as 
these we hare little to fear; we have every thing to hope 
in the pursuit of the mission. 



FORGIVENBSS OF INJURIES RECOMMENDED, AND THB 

RELIGION OF THE KORAN AND THE BIBLE 

CONTRASTED. 

It is well known that the Koran of Mahomet contains 
many passages copied from both the Old and New Testa- 
Bients; among others, the Arabian prophet has given a 
place to those precepts of Jesus which recommendf orgive. 
oess of injuries, and overcoming evil with good. One 
day the caliph Hassan, son of Hali, being at table, a slave 
unfortunately let fall a dish of meat, reeking hot, whicb 
scalded him severely. The slave felt on his knees, re- 
hearsing thdse words of the Koran, ^^Paradise is for those 
who restrain their anger.'^ **1 am not angry with thee,'* 
answered the caliph. ^^And for those who forgive offencea 
gainst them," continues the slave. ^^I forgive thee thine^'? 
replies tlie caliph. ^^But, above all, for those who return 
good for evil^" adds the slave." ^4 set thee at liberty," re^ 
joitted the caliph; ^'and I give thee ten dinars." Will not 
¥ah I. ♦lO 
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this Mahometan rise ap in jodgroent^ and oonderan nanjr 
who call themselves the followers of the merciful Jesus? 

Notwithstanding, the ahoTe and many other eicelleot 
passages arc to be found in the Koran, the following anec« 
dote, abridged from Maraccius, will afford a juster notion 
of the real character of that composition, as well as dis. 
plaj the superior excellency of the Christian Scriptures. 

During the Moorish goternment in Spain, a certain 
youth of Cordova, who had been educated a Mahometan, 
was solicited by a Christian aunt to embraee Christianity. 
This being discovered by his other rela,tives, in order to 
disappoint the hopes of this pious woman, they resolved to 
have him well instructed in the Arabic language; that, be- 
ing enabled to read the Koran, he might thereby Improve 
his acquaintance with the religion of Mahomet, and l>e 
confirmed in his attachment to it. The youth, possessing 
a ready genius, made such proficiency in his studies, that 
his relatives soon thought him qualified to read the Koran, 
and immediately put it Into bis hands, not doubting, but 
that it would determine him to remain a 4iscip)« of their 
prophet. 

Having heard the Koran highly extolled, both for its 
flatter and style, and having acquired a4aste for the 
elegancies of the Arabian tongue, he greedily seised the 
book, and diligently set himself to peruse it; but, to his 
great disappointment, he fotipd, that though the style was 
pleasing, the book was so far from possessing substantial 
merit, that it was full of confusion and obscurity; what 
was asserted in one chapter, he saw recalled In another, 
and sometimes in the same. He perceived the Tolume 
abounded in contradiction, absurdity, and fable; that It 
placed the felicity of paradise merely in sensuiil delights 
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and lewd iadulgences; that it represented the great God, 
at ooe time as perjured; at another as profusely swearing 
on tbemost frWolous matters by things the most unworthy; 
exciting his own prophet Mahomet to uncleanness, adulte- 
ry, theft ^and perjury; that the prophet himself was wholly 
addicted to lust, gluttony, robbery, and slaughter; and that 
the Koran contained little beside what was designed to se- 
cure some adfantage to him; that he was constantly dcTis. 
ingsome nojust war, under the mask of religion, In order 
to obtain the wealth of the conquered; contriving means 
to dishonor rirtuous women, and to be at all times furnish, 
ed with new revelations, either to justify his own enormi. 
ties,or to revenge himself on any of his kindred who had 
offended him, by destroying their reputation. In fine,that 
this whole book from beginning to end,treated of matters 
Jewd, trifling, cruel, or superstitious; a few good things 
only here and there, probably stolen from the Christian 
Scriptures, and repeated a hundred times. 

The mussttlmen not only boast that the Koran Is of 
divine authority, but that it abides in the essence of God, 
and is preserved by his throne; and th^t its equal ha9 
never yet eiisted, nor ever will exist; but no sooner had 
the dtsceratng youth examined its consents for himself, 
than he was convinced that it was impossible for such a 
production to be of divine inspiration, and it owed its origin 
ekher to some wicked man, or some infernal spirit; but at 
the same time recollecting what he had heard of the digni. 
ty and purity of the Christian religion, he began to com. 
pare the Koran with the gospel, Mahomet with Christ, 
the religion of the one with the religion of the other; nor 
was it long before he was so ss^tisfied of the vanity and 
falsehood of Mahometanism, and the truth of Christianity, 
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ihmt he resolfed to become a Christian; and, haTingbeen 
baptised, he openlj abjured both the Koran and its aathor, 
and readiljandnniformly aTOwed his resolution to con* 
iinee a disciple of the Son uf God. 

The Moors, especially hts relations, were astonished at 
this soddea conversion; and at fiist endeavored, with soft 
and soothing words, to shake his resolution, and recal 
him to the superstition of his ancestors; but when thejr 
beheld his unshaken constancy, they changed (heir tone^ 
and threatened him with tortures and death; and as neither 
by promises nor threatenings they could divert him from 
bis purpose, they became mad with rage, and revenged 
the injury done to their prophet by barbarously murdering 
the innocent youth, whose pure and happy spirit immedi- 
ately fted to take a celestial seat among the choirs of the 
martyrs. 

We are never well Informed <^ the truth, till we ar9 
conformed to the truth. 



TWO SINGULAR CONVERSIONS, OCCASIONED BY A 
STRIKING PROVIDENCE. 

Some few years past, in a certain town in New England, 
there was a young lady, of a gay and sprightly turn of 
aiind, who had occasion to go upon btisiness to the neigh, 
boring town of N...... where she had frequently been be. 

fore. On the borders of N..... there is a large stream of 

water, which is fordablc only at certain times when it H 
low. This young lady took an other, for company, who was 
younger than herself, and who had never been from home. 
They came to the river, which the young lady had no ap. 
l^ahensioB of attempting at that time to ford^ on accoaat 
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of thedepth. NeTerthelesa, in the gaiety of ker heart, 
thiokingtotrythe courage of her com paoioDfShe Teotnred 
into the stream. ObscrTing that the other followed her 
without hesitation, she determined to proceed, thiaking it 
po^lble that they might get safely through. Soon, hs she 
herself related, her head began to swim; and, instead of 
guiding her horse rather up the stream, which she ought 
to have done, she turned him the other way* Not far 
from the opposite shore, her horse,in passing a rock which, 
was under water, plunged her into the stream. She recoU 
lected that she struck the bottom with her feet, and by a 
strong exertion raised her head once above water and took 
breath; but her clothes being wet and l)ea?y, she imme-, 
diately sunk again, andwas carried gently down thestream, 
under water. The distress of strangling was soon over; 
but she yet remained in full possession of her reason* 
She felt herself to be now drowning; and supposed that 
a few moments more would put a final period to her 
state of trial, and transport her into the eternal world* 
Upon this, all the horrors of death, and of the judgment 
which is to follow, crowded into her distracted mind; and 
she felt to use her own expression, that she was going 
immediately to hell . As she was carried along under water, 
she for a little while clearly discerned the light, but soon^ 
it seemed to her that a cloud came over her eyes, and she 
presently lost her sight. Here she lost all sense andrecol. 
lection; and here we must leave her to relate some pe. 
culiar circumstances in divine Providence, which concur- 
red to her deliverance. ^ 
On the same day, in another town, there was a young 
man who, taking a little airing in the morning upon his 
farm, felt his mind struck with the thought of going that 
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day t« N He inqaired of hlmsdf, whether he had an j 

bnsiMM of suffident importance to call him thither. He 
found he had not. The impulse upon his mind was, how. 
•Ter so strong, that he determined to jield to it, and 
accordinglj mounted his horse and set oot. He had not 
rode far, before, as he was passing the house of a neigh, 
bor, the owner came out, and also mounted his horse. 
lit asked him where he was going; and was told it was 

to N Thejr travelled on together, until they came in 

tight of the rifer. He who first set out, then asked the 

dther what his business was at N The other replied, 

that he could, Indeed, hardly tell; he bad none of much 
lfliportance;but feeling a strong inclination,he couldhardly 

tell why, to visit N that day, he determined to indulge 

it* They found the water so high, that they had no ex* 
pef tation of fording the stream. They came to the ford- 
ing place, just after the young women had entered the 
atream, concluding that if these females were able to ride 
through, they certainly could; they set in after them, and 
were spectators of all that happened. 

By the time the young lady was thrown from her hofse, . 
they had almost reached the opposite shore. He who waa 
farthest from the shore, on seeing her fall, immediately 
turned his horse and rode down the stream, hoping to 
overtake, and, if possible, rescue her from death. No 
aooner did he overtake the drowning person, who was car. 
ried down by the current, than her hand involuntarily 
clinched the hind legs of his horse; and although the 
horse as the owner afBrmed, was remarkably shy and 
•kittish, on this occasion he shewed not the least sign of 
fright, but stood entirely still. The man reached his hand 
and caught the other haod of the drowning young woman. 
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4nd raUed h^r head out of the w^ter. His cooipantoa^vht 
had reached the shore, ioimediatdy left his horse aad fol- 
lowed down on the shore, tb9it he might,if posstbk^aford 
soma assistance. Seeing that the other needed help^ he 
plunged into the stream, seiaed the hody, aad bronght il 
on shore. Aoxious to sa^e the perishing y oang creature, 
they soon imagined that they discerned symptoms of iifi^ 
Carrying her into a house which was n^ar the water 
side, they committed her to the- care of one of her own 
«ex; by whose prudent e](ertions she was soon restored 
to life, and recovered her senses. The men, who, under 
God, were her deli? erers, tarried till she was so far restor* 
cd as to be able to converse. They then related to her 
those rather unusual circumstances which concurred to 
bring them to that place in the critical moment when their 
assistance was most needed. This done, one of them then 
said to the other, ^^We know now what our business im 

N was to day; we ha?e done it; let us therefore re* 

torn." Accordi^igly they mounted their horses and weni 
directly home; satisfied with the reflection that they had 
bemi the instruments of preserfiug the lifo of oneof their 
fellow creatures. 

In duetime tlve young lady, being sufficiently recoTered, 
returned also to her own house. In the same to^n lived 
ayounggentleman,till now as tboughtlcss^od unprepared 
for another world as she had been; with whom she had 
often spent hours in vain, light, and useless conversa* 
tion. Hearing of what had befallen her, he soon went to 
visit her; and, addressing her with the same light air 

as he had been wont to do before, said, ^<So, Miss , 

I perceive you ha^e met with a misfortune." She very 
grateiy repUed, / have experienced a verj^ rewwrlM^U 
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providence of God. So onasaal an observatioii from the 
mouth of one who perhaps had neTer before uttered a 
serious reflection, together with the grave and serious air 
with which it was made, immediately struck his mind into 
uncommon solemnity. She then proceeded, and gare him 
a narrative of the several circumstances which have been 
above related. 

The remarkable scenes through which this young lady 
had passed, through the power of that invisible and glorious 
Being, who had wrought so surprising a deliverance for 
her, made an impression on her mind too deep ever to be 
•ffaced. The distress of mind she felt when under water, 
and apprehending herself to be just sinking into hell, never 
left her till, through the mighty power of sovereign grace, 
the was brought to embif'ace di? ioe mercy, and welcome 
into her heart that glorious Redeemer, who alone rescues 
from the pit of destruction. 

As to the young gentleman, he relates that the above 
narrative from the young lady herself, together with the 
grave and solemn manner with which it was first made, 
and hersober reflectionsupou the remarkable interposition 
of Profidcncc, produced the first serious impression upon 
his mind which he could never shake off. His attention 
toetemal thiergs was awakened; his conscience aroused; 
and, from that time, stung with reflections upon his past 
vain life; and, haunted with the fear of what was to come, 
he had tittle peace till, through the power of divine grace, 
he trusts, he was brought to take ^^sauciuary in the name 
of the Lord." 

From the mou th (^ this getitlemau,who is now a faithful 
nrinisfer, and servant of the Lord Jesus, the writer of this 
short, but interesting narrative, had the foregoing account* 
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Tbas these seTeral uottsuai steps ofdiTineProfidence led 
toimportaQtand v«ry happyercnts;soon,apparcntly,i88u« 
log in the saTiog cuoversion of two sinners., Trul)^, God 
is wopderful in counsel, as well as excellent in vrorking! 
What a ?arietj of incidents, onnoticed at present by men, 
are made to concar, in divine Providence,to the bringing, 
home of God's elect! How many surpiising scenes of 
remarkable coincidents of cireomstaoces will open upon 
the minds of God's people at that happy period when all 
the mysteries of divine Providence shall be unfolded, that 
day most declare! Doubtless, they will then see tbe con. 
currence of a great variety of circumstances and things^ 
before altogether unobserved; each of which was an es« 
sential link in that chain of events which issued in their 
happy deliTerance and complete salvation. Each of thesa 
will raise their wonder and delight, and shed new glories 
on the character of the great Savior of men; each giving 
a fragrance to the name of Jesus, which shall occasion his 
praise to dwell with greater delight upon their tongues to 
all eternity. 

THE TESTIMONY OF A LEARNED RABBT, THAT 
JESUS IS THE TRUE MESSIAH. 

A LEARNED Rabbi of the Jews at Aleppo, being dan* 
gerottsly ill, called his friends together, and desired them 
seriously to consider tbe various former captivities cndur. 
ed by their nation, as a punishment for the hardness of their 
hearts, and the present captivity which has continued six*, 
teen hundred years, ^^The occasion of which," said he^^Ss 
doubtless, our unbelief. We have long looked for the 
Messiah; and the Christians have believed in one Jesus, 
Vol. I. 11 
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of our nation, who was of the seed of Abraham and David, 
and born in Bethlehem, and, for ought we know, may be 
the true Messiah; and we may have suffered this long 
captlvitj because we have rejected him. Therefore, mj 
advice is, as my last words, that if the Messiah, which we 
expect, do not come at or about the jear 16dO, reckoning 
from the birth of their Christ, then you may know and 
bellefe that this Jesns is the Christ, and you shall haTe 
ao other." 



THB CHRISTiAlTS COUNTRY. 

u 
** MOW THET DEflRB A BBTTSa COUNTRY, TBAT IS AH 

HBAVJINLY OftZ.** HSB. XI. K. 

Once Anaza^ru, an honest sage. 

Who sought for tnidi in a benighted age, 

Who oft would AouDt with phfiOMpfaie iight. 

To eoimt the stars, and rove in woi Ids of li^^ 

Was sharp i^eproY'd by those he left behind, 

FoDihis abstracted, elevated mind; 

As one regardless of his country's weal. 

Cold to the glow of patriotic zeal. 

** Ah, no," said b«, and pointed to lh% skiet, 

** My country yonder 1 derontly priae!" 

Are Christians blam'd whose conduct seems to prove 

Earth has not much their care nor much their love? 

Let the world know-^^their country is above! 



HJ&SSIAU SHALL BRUISE THE HEAD OF THE SERPENT. 

The late eminent Mr. Bradbury, when preaching upon 
the divinity of Christ, was hissed at by several who were 
present. The good man's friends were much affected 
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with such daring insolencc^and after ward&cxpresscd their 
sorrow to Mr. B. To which he ?ery ingenuously replied^ 
^^ I have been bruising the head of (he old serpent, and 
no wonder you heard the hisses of the generation of ? I. 
pers." It is well, when wit can be employed in the service 
of religion. < 

JUDICIOUS REPROOF. 
Da. Gilford, as he was one day shewing the British Mu* 
leum to strangers, was very much vexed by the profane 
conversation ofayoung gentleman, who was present. The 
doctor,taking an ancient copyof theSeptuagint,and shew. 
iDg it him, <^0!" said the gentleman^ '^I can read tbis.^' 
^<Well," said the doctor, ^^ read that passage;" pointing 
to the third commandment* Here the gentlemen was so 
struck, that he immediately desisted from swearing. ^^A 
word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in pictures of siU 
ver." And, ^^a word spoken in due season, how good 
U k." 



THE SKATER. 

An Oxford doctor onee, 'tis said. 
While tkatiDg, on his back ivas laid; 
•* How now, good doctor?" one exclaim'd, 
<< I thought, in duiting joa were fam'd." 
** Yes, sir, I know the tktory welH 
For want oi practice 'twas 1 fell." 

Kind reader, does the doctor's casa 
Stir np the miisdes of thy (ace? 
The ceiunre majT belong to all, 
For&ye, like skating, hasitsfaH; 
la thewry we, tike him, are wise, 
Bqt excellence in practice liei. 
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GOD'S PATERNAL CAKE OVER HIS CHILDREK. 

John Bakkeh, the subject of this narrati?e,travelled !• 
the } tar i76^, the Ter^ first time in bis life that he had 
taken a long journev, quite alone,froinZey8tnearUtrecht, 
to New Wied upon the Rhine, and was now upon his way 
from Cievcs to Cologne* He had with him, besides man j 
betters, a considerable sum of money in gold, and some 
watches and jewels. His road led him through a wood, 
about four English miles in length, which at that time was 
infested by French marauders, who, the Tcry day before, 
had murdered a traTcllipg tailor, of which, howe?er,.he 
had not heard any thing. Having proceeded in this wood 
for about half an hour, in unusual anxiety,of which heat 
last had rid himself, by engaging; his mind in meditatioa 
on a text of holy writ^ he perceived a man behind him^ 
who asked him what o'clock it was? While he ga?e him 
for answer, that it was near eleven, In the forenoon^ there 
stepped forth from a thicket on one side of the road, three 
other men, who immediately demanded his money. He 
declared to them that though he wanted it for his journcjr 
yet he was read/ to deliver it up to them. He actually 
produced his purse, which contained about four rix dollars 
worth about thirteen shillings and surrendered it into their 
hands. But now the villians, la^^ing hold on htm, tore his 
coat and waistcoat with violence from his body,and seised 
ipon his smallclothes, in which he had his gold concealed^ 
abusing him withal in the most cruel manner* He in. 
ttantlyintreated them to spare his lifc,or,at lea8t,to allow 
him a few minutes to commit his soul into the haoda of 
God. But the robbers, who, amidst dreadful imprecatione 
abd'barbarous treatment, were tearing offhis Maildethet 
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at last agreed with each other to drag him from the road 
into the thick wood. 

Yoa may easily cooceif e the deadly anguish he endured 
while io their merciless hands. But while the robbers, re- 
gardless of his groans and intreaties, were engaged in drag* 
giog him away, there came two men on horseback full 
gallop behind him along the road, whom he could not see^ 
but at the appearance of whom the robbers immediately 
threw away his clothes, and escaped with his purse only, 
into the wood. The horsemen approaching, found him 
almost fainting, aod taking his clothes to them on their 
horses, encouraged him to run, as fast as he was able, along 
with them,in order to bring again into circulation his blood, 
congealed and stagnated through the anguish of death. 
He did it as well as he could, laying hold of the tail of one 
of the horses, and was conducted by his delif erers into the 
next Tillage adjoining the wood, where they took htm to 
the bailiff of that district. This gentleman, immediately on 
•eeing him, and having received from the men a brief 
information of what^ad happened to him, cried out, with 
great emotion of mind, ^'My friend! You must needs be 
a Christian indeed, and God must have a special regard for 
you." He then related to him how he,going that morning 
into his garden to weed, on a sudden felt an impulse to 
despatch his men into the wood« in order to try whether 
any trace of the robbers, who had murdered the tailor tha 
day beCore,€Ottld be discovered; and that thinking it might 
as well be put off for the forenoon, he had suffered such 
anxiety and perturbation of his mind, as rendered his eyes 
sadim that be could not see a single plant io his garden. 
Oa w4uc.h aacon;st hc,straight returniug intok^his housjO, in 

\OL. L ♦ 11 
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all baste, despatched the two men on horseback into lb& 
wood; aod thereupon immediately recovered his peace 
of mind. 

Yott may, my dear friend, easily conceive the sensation* 
of the heart of our traveller, who had been so mercifully 
delivered,at this relation of the bailifT; who, in addition to 
his having proved the means of saving his life, took the 
most kind and liberal care of bim,and lodged him that day 
and the ensning night at his own house. Directly after 
this, measures were taken to search after the robbers; and 
divinejustice caused them to be discovered and apprehend- 
ed, when they received^ ttteir deserved reward. 

Methinks this event is a most affecting instance of the 
Lord's looking down upon his own in mercy and favor, 
and of his knowing how to deliver and preserve them in a 
most wonderful mannelr. O! That we might ever trust 
in him^ resigning ourselves, and all our concerns, with 
filial confidence and faith, unto his holy will and provK 
dential care! 



MINISTERIAL ACCOUNTS AT THE GREAT DAY. 

AN EXTBACT. 

A BiviME, in the former part of the last age, was preach, 
ing before an association of ministers, and, in order to 
quicken their regard to the principle,end,and motive from 
which they acted, pointed to them the last and awful daj 
of judgment; and, having brought in Christ the judge, as 
taking his place on the throne, he then, by an elegant pro- 
sopopoeia, represented him as calling his ministers to an 
account, examining how they had preached^aud with what 
^iews they had nndertaken and discharged the work of 
the ministry* ^^WhutiidyouprtuchforP^ "J preached^ 
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Lord, that I might keep a good living, that was left nri 
hy my father, of one huadred and fifty^ or two hundred 
pounds per ann. which,if I had not entered into order8,had 
been whollj lost as to me and my numerous family.'^ 
Christ says to him, ^^ Stand by^hou hast had thy reward*** 
The question is put to another, ^^ And what did you preach 
forV* He answered, **Lord, I was applauded as a learn, 
ed man, and I preached ta keep up the reputation of an 
excellent orator, and an tngonious preacher." Chrbt'f 
lAswer to him, likewise, was, '^Stand thou btfj thou also 
han had thy reward.*^ The judge puts the question to a 
third, ^^ And what did you preach for?''* *^Lord,"sayshe, 
^^I neither aimed at the great things of this world, though 
I was thankful for the conrenienccs of life, which thon 
gafest me; nor did I preach that I might gain the character 
of a wit, or of a man of parts, or of a Qne scholar; but, I 
preached in compassion to souls, and to please and honor 
thee; my design in preaching was, Lord, that I might win 
louls to thy blessed majesty. " Upon this, the judge called 
out, *'RooM, men; room, angels! Let this man come and 
sit with me on my throne, as I am set down with my Father 
on his throne; he has owned and honored me on earth, 
and I will own and honor him through all the ages of 
•tcrniiy,'* 

The result of all then was, that the ministers went hom« 
much affected, resolving that, through the help of God^ 
they would mind the work of the ministry more, and look 
better to their aims and ends than erer* 

Cicero complains of Homer, that ^^ he taught the g<i^ 
to lire like men;** but grace teaches men to live Ukegod^ 
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SIGK8 OF A UVING OR GROWING CHRISTIAN. 

The rigkteoas shall flouMdi like a Palm tree; he shall grow like a 
Cedar in Lehanon.— Psalm xeiL IS. 

81GN 1. When jour chief delight is with the saints^ es. 
peciallj thein that excel in firtue. Psalm xri. 3. 

S. When the smitinga of the righteous are not a burden 
to you, and you can hear of your faults with affectioaatt 
aiteniion. Psalm cxli. 5. 

3. When Jesus Christ, in the midst of temptatioB, is 
more to you than all the world. Phil. iii. 8. 

4. Wheo reproach for Christ makes you not ashamed 
of Christ. Mark Ttii. 38. Heb. xi. 26. 

5. When wandering thoughts, in time of duty, find less 
•Blertalnof^nt than formerly. Psalm cxxxix. 23. 1 Cor. 
wi. 11. 

6. When length of standing in the profession of Chris, 
tianity works increase of hatred to all sin. Psalm cxix. 

104.. -lis* 

7. When you carry about with you a constant jealousy 
over your own heart, that it turn not aside from God and 
goodness. Pro?. xxTiti. 14. 

S. When every known new mercy begets new thankfuU 
Bess, and that with delight. Psalm cxl? . 2. 

9. When known calamity in God's house begets deep, 
•orrow in your heart. Nch. i. 4. 

10. When God's afflicting you for your sins makes you 
love God the better. Psalm cxix. 75. 

11. When the same care and tra? ail you at first labored^ 
in to get Christ, is as much, if not more, labored in to 
keep Christ. Heb. fi. 11, 12. 

12. When a feeling sense of the peace and edification^ 
of the church of God lies so near your heart, thai you can 
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prefer it abote joor chief concerBS. Psalm cxxxrii. 6. 
Rom. xi?. 19. 2 Cor. xi. 9. 

13. When, under deep distress or languishing, the word 
of God is precious to ^^ou. Psalm cxlx. 9% 

14 When any condition, though in itself mean, as it 
comes from God; is most welcome. Job i. 21. Hab. iii. 
17, 18. 

15. When the peace of Christ's house begets chief joj 
io your hearts Psalm cxxii. 7, 8, 9. 

16. When chief care to a? otd all sin is as truly occa. 
sloned through fear of dishonoring God, and in incurring 
his present displeasure, as zsraih to come* Neh. ?. 15« 
Gen. xxxix. 9. 

17* When the least apprehension of God's withdrawing 
makes you seek him more earnestly, in such wa^s wherein 
lie will be found. Psalm Ixiii. 1* 

18. When every company is burdensome to yon, that is 
not designing your Father's glory, but derogating there- 
from. Psalm cxx. 5. 2 Pet. ii. 7, 8. 

19. When the sins of others come so near your heart, ' 
that you walk sadly to see such persons transgress God's 
commandments. Psaim cxix. 136. 

20. When the light of your understanding grows more 
strong to your making judgment of spiritual things, ac- 
cording to God's word. £ph. i. 18. 

21. When bitter things become sweet to you, as <hcy 
arc st|uared by, and founded on, the will of God. Matt* 
xxfL 38, 39. Acts xxi. 14. 

22. When the path of the humble is so delightful, that 
yoQ bad rather be with them, than in the tents of the uA. 
fodly. Acts XX* 19. Pbalm Ixxxiv. 10. 
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23. When your pity is such to perishing people^ that 
jou cannot but weep at the thoughts o€ thtir ruifi. Luke 
xiz. 41. Jcr. ix. 1. Phil. iii. 18, 19. 

24. When the yoke of selfdcnial, as imposed by Christ 
Jesus,is not grievous, but pleasant, to you. Matt. xi. ^9, 
30. Mark x. 28. 

25. When the force of the resurrection and judgment 
to come, lies so close at your heart,^that it makes you an. 
8were?ery call of Christ to do or suffer cheerfully. 2 Cor* 
T. 9, 10. Acts xxiT. 15, 16. 

26. When increase of time in Christ's acqnainiance^ 
works increase of delight in communion with C4iri8t« 
Psalm xcii. 12, 13, 14. 

27. When in the walk of faith you are more frequent^ 
and less depend upon walking by sense. 2Cor«T.7* GaU 
ii.20 

28. When the hiajesty of the great^God, considering 
how risible you are in his sight, hath an awful prefaience- 
upon your heart. Job xxxL 4. 

29. When you are at open war and constant hostility 
with bosom Ain,as displeasing to God,and forbidden by his 
law. Psalm xviii. 23. 

30. When you hayfe a thirsting care to get the power of 
godliness in your heart, rather than the form of godliness 
in the head, or outward profession. 2 Cor. i. 12. 

31. When the worship ofGod^agrees^ble to his word,is 
highly prized, and faithfully practised, in the worst of 
times. >Mal. iii. 14, 15, 16. 

32. When the soul is more hungry for the worded God, 
than the body is for temporal food. Jobxxiii. 12. Psalm 
oxix. 72, 162. 
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SIGNS OF A DYING, OR BECAYIN6 CHRISTIAN. 

1. When yon art; so indifferent Co assemble, or frequent 
tbe church of 6od,that you can come^or you cannot come, 
at your own pleasure. 

3. When,in youionost solemn worship^yon are quickly 
weary, without warrantable cause. 

S. When few sermons will please you; either you like* 
not the matter^ or manner j or maitj or place* 

4. When yon think you know enough. 

5. When a small occasion will keep you from Christ's 
table, or communion with the church of God. 

6. When you ha?e usually no great mind to prayer* 

7. When reading the holy scriptures is more burthen*, 
some than delightful. 

8. When you are mighty inquisiti? e after novelties or 
new things, rather than wholesome doctrine. 

9. When you are to liltio prepared for the solemn as* 
semblies, that they come before you think of them, or 
long for them. 

10. When you come to the assembly more for fear of 
the brethren's eye, than Christ's omniscient and all 
piercing eye. 

11. When yon will rather betray the name of Christ 
Jesus, and the credit of his gospel, by your silence; than 
appear for it to your own suffering and disparagement. 

12. When, at a small offence, you are usually so impa« 
tleot, that you commit great sin. 

IS. When you are more careful to get the words of 
Clirlst*8 people, than the spirit of Christ's people^ the 
form than the power. 
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14. When jon are not much* troubled at your owm 
miscarriages, while they are kept from public view. 

15. When you love least those Christians that deal 
most faithfully with yon, in the opening your sores, and 
tendering you remedies. 

16. When yon pray more for afflictions being remoTed 
than sanctified. 

17. When nnder God's calamity, yon can neither find 
necessity nor excellency, to humble yourselves by fasting 
and prayer. 

18. When the thought of yonr bosom lust, or any other 
sin, is more prevalent with yoa, than pleasing God. 

19. When you are mighty curious about the lesser mat. 
iers of God's law, and mighty careless about the weightier. 

20. When the Holy Spirit's help to the great work of 
mortification, seems not of absolute necessftj to yon. 

21. When you arc so ignorant of your spiritual stand- 
ing, that you know not whether you grow or decay. 

22. When increase of time 4n Christ's acquaintance, 
worketh decrease of affection to Christ's company. 

23. When great sins seem smaller, and small sins sccra 
none at all. 

24. When your tongue is frequent in complaining of 
lesser miseries, and silent in praising for greater mercies. 

25. When your sense of the great worth of time is so 
small, that you are turned prodigal. 

26. When a watchful care of a godly life, and Christian 
conversation, is more accidental than habitual. 

27. When care for your body is usually most pleasant, 
and care for your soul usually most irksome. 

28. When you are much a stiangcr to the practica 
part of meditation on the word and works of God» 
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129. When the thoughts of a dying Jesus, for your 
«in9, little dissuade you from an unchristian conversation. 

SO. When you can remember past sins committed, 
rather with iiking than loathing. 

31. When you can see spectacles of mortality carryiug 
to their lon^ homeland be sls practically unconcerned, as 
though yourselves were exempted from the like state of 
mortality. 

3% When you find greater satisfaction in the company 
of the world, than with the people of God. 



80LBMK ADMONITION TO MINISTERS. 

The Re?. Mr. D. one of the ministers of Edinburgh, 
during the reign of Charles the second, was one of those 
pious and faithful men, whose labors were blessed, and 
with whom was tiie secret of the Lord; so near did he 
live unto God, and so much was his nund impressed 
witli the importance of his work, that he seldom or never 
was troubled in choosing a subject of discourse*. His gra. 
ciousand kind Lord always prevented that anxictyof mind 
with which few are unacquainted, by forcibly impressing 
on his heart the texts of scripture from which he was 
to preach. Thus ho was never in any uneasiness for a 
subject of discourse; for He whom he served, laid furnl. 
ture and supplyto his hand, when theseason of duty requir- 
ed. One remarkable instance of this, and a proof that the 
secret of the Lord is with them that fear him, happened in 
the end of 1650 and tht beginning of J 651, bcingap|U)iutcd 
to preach at§coon,in Scotland, at the coronation of Charles 
the second tbiere, and when he swore the covenants 
Vol. h 12 
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engrossed ID the standard b«oks of the church of Scotland, 
Khich wason Jan.l, 1651; be,a8usiiai,hadbt8 mind^deep. 
ly impressed with a text of scripture,as thcsubjoct of the 
sermon he was to preach, which, from the Lord, wa« one 
of the plainest and most applicable predictions of the person 
to be crowned that could have been found in the scrip, 
tnres. The text was as follows, Jer. xxii. SO. ^^Thussailh 
the Lord, Write '^e this man childless, a man that shall 
not prosperin his days; for no man of his seed shall pros- 
per, sitting upon the throneof Da?id, and ruling tiny more 
In Judah." On receiTing this text in his usual way, as 
from the Lord, the good man was much troubled what to 
do; to preach from it would certainly bring down the yen. 
geance of the court; to reject it, would peihaps expose 
him to divine chastisements; after much anxious and 
painful deIiberation,withtheaboTetext rolling inhisheai^t, 
and almost ringing in his ears, be resolves to pitch on itb. 
other as much suited to the occasion as possible; the one 
he made choice of,and preached from, was ^Kiugs xi.l^, 
17. *'And he brought forth the king's son, and pot the 
crown upon him, and gavehim the testimony, and tlieymade 
him king,and anointed him,aadtheyclapt their hands and 
said, God save the king. And Jehoiada made a covenant 
between the Lord and the king and the people, that they 
sjiouldbethe Lord's people; between the king also and the 
people." No passage could be more applicable to the exer- 
cise of the day, and the selection of it shews,that that good 
man was well acquainted withthcscriptures,andknewhow 
to use them; butjalas! He found he was followinghis own 
inclination, and not thi mind of God. For after this circum- 
stance,inthathehadrejectedfhocounselofGod,andfollow- 
. edhisowndevices^-theLord in that particular thing left htm 
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« 

do ring the remainder of his life, and he was often in great 
trouble of mind for a subject to preach on; was left erer 
after to choose and search for himself, when formerly the 
Lord, who:n he served, laid plentifully to his hand at eyery 
season. There he had been found to strive against God, 
and studied to please man. A useful lesson to all the min- 
istering serrants of Christ, to preach and declare the whole 
counsel of God, and to wait on him, that he may direct 
their steps, lest haply,in following their own deviccs^thcy 
may be found to strive against God. 



THE UNKNOWN GOD WONDERFULLY REVEAUNO 
HIMSELF TO A POOR PAGAN. 

F^MMBHANUiT, an Indian of the first eminence in Mar. 
tka's' Vincyard^and his wife,baried their first fi?e children 
SDCoesmely, within ten days after the birth of each, not- 
withstanding all the efforts of powaws and the use of medi. 
Cities for their preservation* In the year 1638,which was 
before the English settled there, a sixth child was born. 
The mother, agitated with fear lest this child also should 
die, and utterly despairing of help from the means she had 
formerly tried^took the babe in her arms,aiid walked out 
inta the field, that there she might freely vent her sorrows 
and her tears. While she was there,musing on the insnf. 
ficiency of all human help,8he felt it powerfully suggested 
to her mind, that there is one Aimightif God who is to be 
prated to; .that this God hath created all things that we 
see; and, that the God who had given being to herself and 
all other people^ and who had given this child to her^ 
mas easiljf able to continue his life. 
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or the Lord," to whom 
sofSt. Paul^"Whom, 
y Ilim declare I unto 



r SOLDIER. 

udxkr in america^ t« 

ten a short time 
unker's hill. 



grim death will have 
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Upon tii8.flie poor pa^n rcsolfed (hat she would crj I 
to thtfGo^fbrlliafinercj^vhich she accordingly did. The 
itfoe WK f liaf brr child liTcd: and her raith,snch as it was, 
ia RiiB, wl)ofhiisansw»*rrdher prayer, was wonderfuJIy 
stTTfi^bftifd. The consideration of which caased her to 
dedicate this child to the serTice of that God who had 
prpf^rnred his life. 

Soon after this the f^ngTish came to settle in (he island; 

»mA fK* Tnilianc ^Iia liail Kaph rtmcpnf 9f cnmp nf tliPir ffp- 
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.^^; Hear^ Jueev:.. 
Ri7a£X t^e&e iiac- rtits' ju^ z'^' uxkL. •»! r««. 
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I had no knowledge of him till one night when I had been 
earnest in jMra J er toGod^togoidemeinthe'way of peace. 
During my sleep, I dreamt of this same man, and was 
directed to him by name, which tvas Samuel Pierce. The 
dream made so strong an impression on my mind, that 
next morning I inquired if there was such a person in the 
regiment, and was greatly astonished^to find him. I told 
him my dream, with which he was much pleased. We 
soon contracted a strong friendship,and he was pleased to 
explain to me the amazing love of God in gifing his son 
Jesus Christ to bleed and die for mankind; he unfolded to 
me the mysteries of sal vation^ the nature of the new birth, 
and the great necessity of holiness of heart and life; in 
short, he became my spiritual father, and to him, under 
God, I owe all the good I am acquainted with. My dear 
love^ I wish thee to become acquainted with this blessed 
way of life. 

Soon after we landed, God was pleased to speak peace 
to my soul. Oh! The bliss,the unutterable joy that I then 
felt, through the blood of the Lamb! How I longed to tell 
the whole world what Jesus had done for me! But how 
did I long, yea burn, to have thee, my dear Io?e, to taste 
and know the^ove of God in Christ Jesus! I would have 
given the world to have been with thee, to have informed 
thee of the pearl of great price. My dear love, as we shall 
■ever meet more in this vale of tears, let me impose this 
last, this dying obligation upon thee; and, if I was ever 
dear to thee, let me intreat thee not to neglect the last 
advice of thy departing husband; which is, that thou may. 
•st give thyself up to God, read the Bible and good books, 
and frequent the preaching of the people called metho- 
dists; and the Lord will guide thee in his way. And oh, 
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endeavor to bring up the dear little ones in the fear of 
God. Oh, never fix thine heart upon the vata and unsub. 
stantial things of this world. Heaven and the love of God 
are the only things that demand our hearts, or are worthy 
of engrossing them. Thou art yet young, nor can I wish 
thee not to enter again into the marriage state, when I am 
cold and in the dust. But let me give thee some advice; 
marry with no one however handsome or rich he may be, 
unless he fears and loves God. That is the Quly thing need* 
ful. During the four years we cohabited together, many 
things occurred which 1 forbear mentioning; but^asl have 
obtained pardon of God, my awful judge, 'for all I have 
done, I most humbly beg of thee, that thou wilt pardon 
me wherein soever I have offended thee; and I most heartiljr 
acquit thee of any thing thou hast done to disoblige me. 
I have been a worthless husband to thee, and an unduti. 
ful son to my parents, and a vile rebel against my God. 
O God, be merciful to me a sinner] I die in peace ^ith 
all the world. I die in a full assurance of eternal glory. 
A few moments, and my soul shall be ranged amongst 
the disembodied spirits in the general assembly of the 
church of the firstborn, who are written in heaven. Oh, 
my love; I beg of thee, I beseech thee, I charge ihee, to 
meet me in the realms of glory! Oh, fly to the arms of 
the once bleeding Jesus! Oh, cry to him, day and night, 
arid he will hear and bless thee! 

And you, my dear infants, though you have not the 
perfect knowledge of your worthless father, 1 beg yoa 
to pray to meet me in the realms of bliss. The God who 
blessed J<K;ob and Joseph will bless you. S^^ek him, and 
he will be found of you; call upon him, and he will hear 
and bless you. What is the world but siu and sorrow. 
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Tke rich are om>resficd with tkelr wealth; the poor are 
groaning for the waul of that whkh others are iHirdened 
with. The men of power are afflicted with holding the 
reins, and guiding the helm; the governed are oppressed 
with real or imaginary erils. The life of a soldier is, 
Uood and cruelty; that of sailer dangers and death. A 
eity life is full of eonfusioh and strife; a country life is 
loaded with toll and labor. But the greatest of all evils 
flows from our own sinful nature. Wherever we are, we 
may beliappy; we carry the key of bliss in our breast. 
The world itself never yet made any one happy. Ga4 
alone is the bliss of a reasonable soul; and he is everj 
where present, and we have every where free access to 
him. I^arn, then, my dear children, when you grow 
np, to seek for permanent happiness in God, through a. 
trucified Redeemer. 

My dear love, should the spirits of the departed have 
any knowledge of thihgs here bdow, and at the same 
time any intercourse with them, though unseen, how shall 
I rejoice to be thy guardian angel, to attend thee, and 
smile to see thee combat sin, conquer the worId,and sub- 
due the flesh; but if not, how shall I smile to meet thee 
on the bright frontiers of heaven. These hands shall 
weave for thee, with joy, thy triumphant crown. I first 
will hail thee to thy native mansions. I first will guide 
thy conquering feet to the celestial city, and introduce 
thee to the jubilant throng who tread the streets of the 
New Jerusalem. I first will lead thee to the sacred throne 
of our God, where we will together bow, transported, at 
the sublime seat of the ever adorably Jesus. Then, thca 
will we atriju our melodious har^^s of gold^ in the mo^t 
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tzalted strains of harmony and love. Then shall oor 
lo?e be consummate, refined, and eternaliseed* 

The world recedes, it disappears; 
Heaven oi>eDS on my eyes; my ears. 

With socinds seraphic, ring: 
Lend, lend your wings; I mount, I fly! 
O grave, where is thy victory? 

O death, where is thy sting? 

Dear love, more would I say, but life ebbs out apace. 
My senses cease to perform their office. Bright angels 
stand around the gory turf on vrhich I lie, ready to es- 
cort me to the arms of my Jesus. Bending saints reveal 
my shining crown, and beckon me away. Yea, methinks, 
my Jesus bids me come. Adieu! Adieu! Adieu, dear 
lore. -i JoHK Randon. 



THE LAW AND GOSPEL CONTRASTED. 

The law sheweth us our sin; the gospel shcweth us our 
remedy. The law sheweth us our condemnation; the gos- 
pel our redemption. 

The law is the word of anger; the gospel is the word 
of grace. The law is the word of despair; the gospel 
is the word of comfort. The law is the word of heavi. 
Qess; the gospel is the word of peace. 

The law saith, "Pay thy debt;" the gospel saith, 
"Christ hath paid it." The law saith, *'Thou art a siri- 
oefyand shall l^e damned;" the gospel saith, "Thy sins 
arc forgiven thee; be of good comfort." The law saith, 
"God the Father of heaven is angry with thee;" the gospel 
sailh, "Christ hath pacified him with his blood." The 
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law saitft, <^ Where is th^ righteottsoejs^" The go9peL 
saifh'/'Chrifttlfith J righteousness." Thtjlawsaith, "Thoa 
art bound to me, to satan, and to hell;" the gospel saith, 
"Christ hath delivered thee from them alU" 

In order that you may enj^y t^e comfort of this sweet 
gospel, pray for evangelical faith and retieotance; and if, 
you eat the honey and milk of the gospel from day to day, 
the wor1d*8 May flowers cannot run away with your heart, 
^^o them that believe he is precious." 



DYING CONFESSION OF A SAINT. 
The Rev. Mr D; when asked on his death bed, how 
he found himse1f,answered, '4 have taken my good deeds, 
and bad deeds, and thrown them together in a heap, and 
fled from both to Christ, and in him I have peace." 



ON BEING PRESENT AT THE HAPPY DEATH OP A 
FRIEND. 

** Tell me my soul, can this be death?" 
I a^k when thus a saint can die; 
Would I, like hira, resign my breath? 
like him> to Jesus I would fly. 
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PSALM XC. 12. 

So teach us to nwnberour dmft, that vc may apply ottr hearts ur.to 
wisdom. 
Great Father of eternity. 
Whose lofty throne is fix d on high. 

Thrice holy is thy name; 
Thou dost not change, nor can st decay. 
The same today as yesterday, 

, And evermore the same! 
But every thing beneath the skies 
Swift as the passing meteor flies. 

That quick eludes the gaze; 
So boundest thou the years of man 
Within a narrow fleeting span. 

And numberest his days. 
Thou hast decreed our mortal date, 
But hidden in thy wisdom great. 

The period from our eye; 
That we might not on time presume; 
Nor brood with horror o'er the tomb, 
* But Hve prepar'd to die: 

But numbering not our days aright. 
We only count them by their * ight. 

And value their decline. 
Then, teach us. Lord, to reckon so 
Their value and their use to know, 

With scholarship divine: 
Our added days may we so cast 
As to subtract the number past 

And learn how few remain: 
And the remainder so divide, 
4^ That wisely every part applied, 

^ May bring us cerlain j'OXTi/ 

Instruct us how, before we die> 
In every grace to multiply ^ 

And every sin reduce i 
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To eopy every sacred rule, 

▲Dd study well in witidom's school 

To briog those rules to use. 
Thus may we every passiog^ear 
Keep our accoums of conseience cletTf 

And happyy pereeive. 
That -we, as Cast as time can pace^ 
Are growing rich in every grace^ 

Each year and<iay we live. 



SENTENTIOUS SELECTIONS. 

Man OYerlooks the most instructiTe book in his studj^ 
if he reads oot himself. 

Ooly to think well, and not to do well; amounts to 
BO more than to dream well, . 

Covetous persons resemble sponges, which greedijj 
drink in the water, but will not return a drop of it till 
the^ are squeezed. 

As the sun when he appears in the hea? ens, not on! j 
discovers himself but discloses all those objects which sur. 
round us,so when God manifests himself to the soul he not 
only gives the knowledge of himself, but makes us ac« 
quaintcd with our own hearts, and the truths reveaiedja 
his word, which are inseparably connected with salvation. 



PERSPICUITY OF TH|: GOSPEL. 

A LADY of suspected chastity, and who was tinctured ii^ 
with iniidt'l principles, conversing with a minister of the 
gospel, objicted to the scriptures, on account of tl|pr 
obscarity and great difficulty of understanding them. 
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ThemiQister^iseljandsmartly replied) "Why,madan!, 
what caa be easier to understand than the seTenth com- 
mandment; Thon shalt not commit adultery.'? 

Had she not failed in the practice of what she knew, 
she need not hate complained of what she did not know* 



DEATH BED OBSERVATIONS OF MB. SHEPHERD 
TO YOUNG MINISTERS. 

Aftbr observibg to them their work was great, and 
called for great seriousness, }ie told them three things. 
First, That the studying of every sermon cost hin tears. 
Secondly, Before he preached any sermon, he got good by 
it himself. Thirdly, He always went to the pulpit, aalf b« 
were to giTe up his account to his Master. 



ON LAYING ASIDE OUR EYES. 

Seneca speaks (fabulously no doubt) of certain witches, 
who used their eyes only occasionally. When at home 
they laid them aside, and consequent!)' were totally blind; 
bat whenever they went abroad, they put their eyes in 
their heads, and saw every ihing perfoctly. 

Just so it is with many persons, who arc always blind 
to their failings; but abroad are sharp sighted, and can 
discover in every body else, abundance of faults. 

"The wise man's eyes are in his head" where they 
sli^ald be; and there he keeps them at home and abroad. 

VoLv I. 13 
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INCONS'rANCY......A FRAGMENT. 

Scarcely had Philander entered his closet to meditate 
on the sermon be had just heard, when his ears were assail, 
ed by a sadden rap at the door; and he was quickly inform- 
ed, that some company waited in the parlor to see bim« 
With much reluctance, increased by the conscious impro« 
priety of Sunday visits, he left his beloved retreat; and, 
opon entering the room, was saluted by the complaisance 
of Cnrioso, M utator, and Ventosus. After the formalities 
of an unexpected interview were adjusted, Philander, ad- 
dressing himself to Curioso, said, '^ Where have yon been 
this morning?" *'Why, really," replied Curioso, ''I can 
hardly tell; for, to be honest, I have spent a great part of 
the time in running about." ^^Theo, I fear," said Philan* 
der, ^'you have not spent the time very profitably." ^^In. 
deed you are much mistaken, " answered Curioso, ^^for I 
have attended two prayer meetings, and heard three ser. 
mons, and it is not dinner time yet.*' ^4Iow can that be 
possible?" replied Philander, with an unusual degree of 
earnestness. ^^Why," s^id Curioso, ^4 heard Diiigens.at 
seven o'clock, and as soon as sermon was over,hastened to 
a social prayer meeting at a friend's house. After break, 
fast, I met with some Christian brethren in the vestry of 
our meeting, and spent some time in prayer before service 
commenced; then, after hearing our minister, I ran as 
hard as I could to a certain chapel, and was just in time 
for the text; so that you see 1 have made a good use of my 
time." Just as he was pronouncing rhe last sentence, he 
wasiuterruptcd by Philander, who,wiih a ver^ serious air, 
told him, he much doubted the propriety of his la^t expres- 
sion. "Why so?" said Curioso. "Because," repliei 
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philander, "I think the time could have been better spent. 
"Surely,"answeredCurioso,*'it cannot be more profitably 
spent than in hearing the gospel." ^^ Give me leave, 
friend," said Philander, *Ho inquire what were the partic 
alar subjects you heard insisted upon?" The.most tre- 
mcndoas clap of thunder could not have produced a more 
sadden change in Curioso than did this question. He waa 
mute; but at length, with a faltering accent, he begged 
that Philander would gt?e him time to recollect, *'That," 
answered Philander, ^^is what I wanted you to take. It 
does not appear to me that you have gained much good by 
your attendance, when yon cannot call to mind even the 
general outline of the subject. Had you been satisfied, as 
I was, to bear one sermon, with a mind prepared by serious 
self-examination, and after that, to retire, in order to apply 
what you had heard, which was suitable to your case, you 
would not only have retained in your memory the precious 
truths which fell from the lips of the preacher; but might, 
perhaps, have been able to say. They were life and^pirit to 
my sonl." Philander perceiving that Curioso was quite 
embarrassed, in order to afford kim time to recover himself, 
turned the convepation to Mutator, who, finding he was 
about to be addressed, was willing to be beforehand, and 
said, '^Pray who do you think I heard this morning?" 
"Why," answeredPhilander, "as I knowyour attachment 
to Gracilis^ it is but natural to suppose you have attended 
nponhim." "Not I, indeed," rejoinedMutator, "I thought 
you had known that I haveentirely left him." ^Surprising!' 
exclaimed Philander, "left Gracilis! Why the last time I 
saw you, you were extravagant in his praises. His ideas 
were so original, his voice so sonorous, his action so grace- 
ful, and his manner so energetic, you pronounced him the 
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greatest preacher you ever heard." " I really thonglit 
so,'^ said Mutator, ^MtM Eugenic came to town; but he 
has qtVite altered my opinion." ^^Pray who is Eugenio?" 
inqnirrd Philander. *< I do not much wonder," replied 
14ti(ator, ^Hhat you are ignorant of him; this is the^r^ 
time of his yisif ing the metropolis; but when he becomea 
known, he will eclipse every body else." ^^On what ac» 
count?" said Philander. " Why," answered Mutator, 
^^berausc;" *4 suppose you mean," subjoined Philander, 
•'because he is a different person, a new face, that great 
gospel magnet of these wondering days." ^'Surely," said 
Mutator, ^^you are not serious in talking thus; yon mean 
to banter me." *'Not 1, truly," replied Philander; '*ff 
you could learn the impropriety of such a changeabledispo. 
sition, and act accordingly, it would much more adorn the 
profession of the truth than does a zealous, but transient 
attachment to a preacher; not because he is really more 
eminent than others, but because he is of more recent 
appearance." <*What, then," exclaimed yento&m, w1k> 
had hitherto been silent, *'I suppose you wish us always 
to hear one minister. This would be lifeless work indeed. 
Variety and change are essential to impr|^ement." **Thitt 
I much question," said Philander. **Such a practice may 
gratify a (ickle mind, and may, in some cases, be attended 
"with advantage; but it is not calculated to increase knowl. 
edge, or establish the mind. Excuse me for adverting to 
your case, Curioso," continued he, '*it gives birth to the 
error with which I think you are chargeable,and, perhaps, 
to several others." Here Ventosus interrupted him by 
saying, ^'Really, Philander, I think yon are very bigottcd.* 
You should remember every person does not think as you 
do, vni therefore give them the same latitude yon take foj 
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yoarsclf." " This I will most cheerfully do," said Phi- 
lander, ^^ and the e? il will be cured at once. I embrace 
the liberty of the gospel, and wish to extend It to others. 
Thence I learn that it is a good thing for the heart to 
be established with grace. Now I conceire you pursue 
methods, which hate no tendency to promote this,object. 
Yon gain no benefit from a minister unless he is popular. 
If he declines in this respect, you imagine his preaching is 
dry, insipid, and perhaps legal; and concur in the censure 
of others, that such a person, once a favorite with the pub. 
lie, is not what he used to be. Tlfis clearly proves, either 
that he is changed, or that ^oti are mistaken; if he is alter. 
ed, it mast be either for the better or the worse. In the 
former case, you are not j ustificd in leaving him; and even 
in the ]atter,you may be mistaken in your judgment; and 
if 8o,yon carelessly, though inadvertently,leave Aim, under 
whom you once profited, and are hereby guilty of aeon- 
tempt of one of God's messengers. I believe it seldom 
happens, according to the common course of things,that a 
minister is the worse for advancing in years. If his know, 
ledge and experience increase, this ought to endear him to 
the people; whereas, in common, his continuance with 
them is the ostensible reason for departing from him.'' 

Philanderwasnow assailed ^yall his visitors,and charged 
with making unfriendlystrictures upon their conduct. ^^I 
canonly say," replied he, with much coolness, ^^that what 
I have advanced on this subject is consistent with reason 
and fact. L<^t me appeal to your experience." *^ But 
stop,"8aid Ventosus, ^^here comes Mnasoa; we will have 
his opinion." Upon being introduced, he apologized for 
his iairusion, which he said he seldom had occasion to do 
♦ 13 
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on that day,ia which he oever paid aay idle visits; bathe 
had been to see a sick brother, and finding himself wearj, 
had called in for some refreshment. Philander toU hi« 
that apologies were needless in his circumstances, at the 
same time that he perceived the eonfasion' of his other 
guests at this uiidesigned^but poignant reproof, which had 
dropped from Mnason. ^^We hare^Tsaid Yentosus, ad- 
dressing himself so Mnason, '^for some time been con- 
versing on a subject, which we will now refer to you* 
Philander condemns the practice of many persons,in foU 
lowing different popular preachers,and thinks we ought to 
confine ourseWescAi^^to a stated ministry." ^^In that," 
answered Mnason, ^4 think he is perfectly right* Yon 
see I am now old; I have stood for many years a tree 
planted, I hope, by the Lord's right hand; and though not 
so fruitful aslcould w ish,yet Itrust not altogether barren. 
I have for manyyears sat under the truly TenerableJudica-^ 
tor, and find more instruction, and as much satisfaction in 
him as ever. With him I began my Christian race, and 
-with or shortly after him, I hope to end it." ^^ I aol 
sure," said Mutator, ^^thc case is very different with us; 
we have been but a few years in the good old way,yet,aod 

"subjoined Philander/^have had as many favorites 

as mooBs." This sudden interruption quite difcoacerted 
them; and though at first theyintended to spend the after- 
noon with Philander,find the evening at some ]ecture,they 
now began to prepare for a departure. When Pkilan^t 
perceived this, he told them that he did not judge it a 
breach of true hospitality, to reject such visits as these, 
*^and, "added he, '^as I never expect, so I never prepara 
for them; but if you will take such fare as wekave, yon 
shall be welcome, and after dinner we will accompany 
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Mnason to hear Judicator." Tbeyacceptcd the ofirer,and 
amongst other things which were mentioned in con?ersa. 
tioD) Mnason particularly requested them to remember, 
that there were relative duties between a minister and his 
people, which ought most conscientiously to be regarded. 
On the minister's part, by watching for the souls of his 
bearers; and on the people's part, by holding up, and 
strengthening the hands of their miniHter. ^'These duties," 
continued he, ^^must be neglected by a conformity to that 
practice for which you have been contending against Phi. 
lander." There seemed a general acquiesceiu:e in this ob. 
8erfation,aQd the time being come to go to the place of 
worship,thcy went accordingly, and were all of them pro- 
perly seated before the commencement of the serYice; for 
it was a maxim with Mnason and Philander never to dis. 
tarb public worship by a late attendance, which they con. 
sidered both as indecent and criminal. They accompanied 
Judicator in his address to theThrone ofGrace; but were 
not a little surprizedto hear him read for his text the bene- 
diction of David, Blessedare the^ that dwell in thy kouse^ 
they will be still praising thee*'* From which he took oc- 
casion to shew the privilege they enjoyed in having public 
ordinances to resort to. The duty of such as have this 
mercy^as consisting in a constant,3teadfast,andpersevering 
regard to them. The peculiar advantage which resulted 
from DWELLING in the house of God; great cause for 
praise, and a disposition corresponding to it. When the 
assembly were dismissed, they departed from the courts of 
God^ackoowledging the benefit theyhad received from the 
discourse, and resolving,in the strength of Divine Grace, 
to be, in fature, more steadfast^ and always to abound 
in ike work of the Lord^ which shall not be in vain, 

• Psalm Ixxxiv. -4. ugtzed by ^ OOgle 
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KEY TO THE OLD TESTAMENT. 

The Old Testament is a treasure locked up, of whicb 
Christ alone has the key; without him the Bible is like 
the earth without the sun; it has beauties, but they art 
all inYisibie. 



FOR A LADY'S SAMPLER. 

Jesus, permit thy gracious name to standi 
As the first efforts of an infant's ^and; 
And while her fingers o'er this canvas more. 
Engage her tender heart to seek thy love; 
With thy dear children let her share a part. 
And write thy name, thyself^ upon her heart. 



ON THE SENSITIVE PLANT. 

As late amongst the flow'ry tribes, 

I stray'd with tranquil breast, 
A serious monitor at length 

My musing mind address'd. 

A tender plant, preserved with care 

Beneath a sunny shed. 
Receded from the touch 1 gave. 

And quickly bow'd its head* 

In reason's ear it seemed to say, 

** Mortal behold in roe 
An emblem of the righteous Plant 

Expos'd to death for thee. 

** Humble and meek thy Master eame 

To suffer rude disdain. 
And, though by thankless men revil'd. 

Resisted not again. 

See Hereejft RefiectUmt en « Flewer Oetden, 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



GOSPEL TREASURY. 141 

" Thou, too, art placM irhere many a foe 

Thy fall would gladly see; 
With cautious care avoid theii* wiles, 

As I withdraw from thee. 

" Deign to be taught, though blooming now^ 

Soon thou wilt bow thine head! 
A chilling hand will touch thy frame. 

And lay thee with the dead.'* 

•* Thanks, gentle moralist," I cried, 

<* Still to my thoughts be nigh. 
Each day the solemn truth repeat; 

Remember thou must die." 

But souls by Jesus lov'd, shall live 

When winds and storms are o'er, 
Where no base hmd, or wuel blast* 

Shall e'er assault them more. 



THE CHKISTlAy HERO. 

Midst Alexander's hosts was found* 
A coward with his hero's name; 

An Alexander but in sound. 
He never won a warrior's fame. 

** Fight well, or else my name disown," 

The Macedonian hero cries; 
" By noblest valor make it known. 

An Alexander never flies.'* 

Their Captain's name thus Christians bear; 

His soldiers too should seek for fame; 
Then boldly wage Faith's glorious war. 

Or never boast the Chrittian. n$ane. 
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I 
THE BENEFIT OP RELIGIOUS SOCIETY. 

It i^bservable of many houses io a great city, that 
they have such weak walls, and are of such a slender 
and slight building, that, were they set alone in the fields, 
probably they would not stand one hour; which, now rang- 
ed intostreets, receive support in themselves,and mutually 
return it to others. Such is the danger of solitude^9,vkA (he 
great benefit of«ocie^^,wUhgoodandgodlycompany. Such 
as want skill or boldness to begin or set a psalm, may com- 
petently follow tune in concert with others; and such are 
the blessed fruitsof^ooc/^octe/y, that a person may not only 
be preserved from much mischief, but also be strengths 
9ned and conjirmed in many spiritual exercises, which 
he could not perform of himself alone. ^^Jernsaiem is 
boilded as a city that is compact together."* 
/ 

SATAN'S CHARGE, AND THE SINNER'S DISCHARGE. 

An old author mentions a story of the devil's appearing 
to a dying man, and shewing him a parchment roll,which 
was very long, wherein were written on every side the sins 
of the poor sick man, very many in number. There were 
written the idle words he had spoken, which made up three 
quarters of tfhe words he had spoken in his life; together 
with ihv false toords^the unchaste zcords^and angry zDords^ 
afterwards caipein rank his vain and ungodly words; and 
last iy his oc/tofts, digested according to the commandments; 
whecenpon satan said, **See here, thy virtues; see here 
what thy examination must be;" but the poor ifiaa an- 

• Psalm cxxii. 3. 
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swered, ^It is true^ satan, bat thoa hast not set down all; 
for thou shouldest ha?e added, and set down here beloir^ 
^*The blood of Jesus Christ cicanseth us from all sins;^ 
and this also should notha?e been forgotten/ ^That whoso- 
ever belie?eth in him^shall not perish^but have everlasting 
life;" whereupon the devil vanished. 

ThuSy if the devil should master up all our sins, and set 
them in order before us,yet,lct but Christ be named in a 
believing way, and he willyield,and flee from as with the 
greatest speed. The Captain of salvation overcame the 
teoipter,by saying, ^4t is thus and thus written;" and his 
soldiers may still ^^overcometheaccuser of the brethren^ 
bj the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testi* 
mony," 



THE LOSS OF THE SOUL IRRECOVERABLE. 
STiChrysosfoine hath well observed with the anatomists, 
Omnia Ueus dedH £///p//c2a,Godha» h,in the frame of man*8 
body, given him two eyes^two ears^two hands^iwojeet^^nd 
the like, that the failing of the one might be supplied by 
the other: Animam vet a vnam. Yet he hath given him, 
saith he, but one soul; so that if that be /o5/,there is no 
8!ipplyto be had. Nebuchadn* ziar may lose his kingdom, 
and it may be restored. Job, his health and weaUh,and 
they may be recovered. Lazarus, his life, and he may be 
revtved. But,for the loss of Ike soul^no mt ans can repair 
it; no jirice can redeem it; all the world cannot recom- 
pense it; being once lost, it is lost irrecoverably. 
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WE WOULD SEE JESUS A FRAGMENT. 

I WOULD see Jesus in prasperity^thn^ her fascinating light 
may not lead me to a dreadful precipice; bat, that his 
good Spirit may whisper to my heart the noble induce- 
ments Christians have to devise liberal things; that I may 
e?er be saying, ^^What am 1, O Lord, that thou shouldest 
put into my heart to do these things, when the earth is 
thine and the fulness thereof? It is but thine own which 
I return unto thee." 

I zcould see Jesus in adversity^ because he is a frigid 
born for such a state; because, when all the fallacious 
props of happiness give way, his single name alone sup- 
ports the building. I would see Jesus in adversity, that I 
might order my cause before him, for he has all power in 
heaven and on earth, and easily can arrange future events, 
so as to throw lustre on the darkest circumstances, 

I would see Jesus in healthy that I may turn at his gen- 
tlest reproof ; that I may not be full and forget God, 
but be devoted, body as well as soul, to his praise. 

I would see Jesus in sickness^ because he healeth all 
my diseases; he atone dispenses the balm of Gilcad; he 
alone is the Physician there. 

I would see Jesus in ordinances; for what are ordinances 
destitute of him? As the body without the spirit is dead, 
so are ordinances without Christ. He shews himself 
through the lattices, he appears in his beauty, he is as 
the dew unto Israel^ as the shadow of a great rock in a 
weary land; his people sit under his shade with great de* 
light; his fruit is pleasant to their taste. They say con- 
tinually in ordinances, ^'Make haste, O my beloved; be 
thou like a young hart upon the mountains." 
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I would see Jesus ia social intercourse. For what are 
the charms of friendship? What the refinements of taste? 
What the pleasures of con?ersation? Are they not all un. 
satisfying and delasive, unless sanctified by the grace of 
ibis Redeemer? 

I would see Jesus in my own hearty as Lord of its af. 
fections, of its pdrposcs, of its pleasures; as the grand 
mover of its hopes and fears; the author of its existence 
and happiness. 

I would see Jesus in deaths as the Sun of Righteous, 
ness, whose beams, in the darkest moments, can spread 
light and healing. I would listen to his yoice, saying, 
^^To him that overcometh will 1 give to eat of the tree uf 
life." ^^Fear not, I have the keys of hell and death." 
Arise, O thou wearied feliower of thy crucified Lord, 
and enter into tb^ rest. 

I would see Jesus in glory; for, what is heaven itself 
without him? But when we sh^ll see him as he is, then 
shall we be like him^ and be for ever happy in his presence. 



DR. GUISE. 

Dr. G. lost his eyesight in the pulpit during the prayer 
before sermon; and was thereby incapacitated from mak. 
ing nse of his notes. After service, as he was led out, bit- 
terly bewailing his loss, a good old lady overhearing hivn^ 
cried, ^^God be praised, your sight is gone! I never heard 
you preach such a sermon in my life. I wish the Lord 
had takeif it away twenty years ago!*' Thus tht'Lord often 
makes the deprivation of our personal comforts advanta. 
geous to our fellow Christians. 
Vol. L 14 
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DB. GILL. 
This learoed difine once preachiog oo homan inability 
a geotlemaD present was much offended^ and took him to 
task for degrading human nature* ^^Pray, sir," said the 
doctor, ^^what do you think men can contribute to their 
own couTersion?" He enumerated a variety of particnlan« 
<^And ha?e you done all this?" said the doctor. ^^Wby, 
no; I can*t say I ha? e yet; but I hope I shall begin soon*" 
^^If you have these things in your power, and ha?e not 
done them, you deserve to be doubly damned; and are 
but ill qualified to be an advocate for free will, which 
has done you so little good." 



THE JOTTRNET OF LIFE. 

A TISIOV. 

As I was lately travelliog in a waste howling wildemesi, 
where every step was attended with difficulty and danger, 
I retired to a shady covert to seek that repose which the 
fatigues of my journey had rendered desirable; and no 
sooner had sleep, with its refreshing infiuences, closed my 
eyes, than fancy, ever on the wing, again conducted me 
to the scenes in which I had so lately toiled. 

Methought I saw two travellers, both in the full glow 
of youth and vigor, just entering upon a vast desert, in 
which three several paths presented themselves to their 
ehoice. For a time, they kept company together^and each 
of them was busily employed in communicating ip the 
other the projects he had formed respecting the progress, 
the success, and final end of the journey. It was not loogy 
however, before their views and desires began considerably 
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to Tary; and, finding themseWes nnsaitable companioDS^ 
they mutually agreed to separate, and severally to follow 
that path which appeared to each most likely to lead to 
the object of their pursuit, viz. happiness. 

The first took a winding path, which was every where 
adorned with the most beautiful flowers, at once charming 
the eye with the variety of their tints, and regaling the 
UDell with the richness of their perfume. Here he was at 
DO loss for companions; a prodigious multitude of people 
being collected, who were all walking in the same path,and 
engaged in the same pursuits. At one time, they amused 
tkemtelves by forming nosegays of the finest flowers to 
4ecorate their bosoms, or adorn their brows; at another, 
they lay reclined in the eochaniing arbors, which art had 
formed; and, in all the indulgence of the most efieminate 
iodolence,listened to the warblings of the birds, who carol- 
led in the surrounding iipees» Here you might see a party 
of nymphs and swains, who danced in concert to the softest 
music; and^ there a group, who were pampering their ap» 
petites with all the delicacies they could invent. I could 
not, however, help observing, that our traveller and his 
. gay friends were frequently surprised in the midst of their 
delights, with an unexpected misfortune; sometimes, 
while they were encircling their temples with chapleta of 
the finest roses, the thorns which environed them would 
pierce their flesh, and occasion the most agonizing smart; 
at others, dangerous serpents, who lay concealed among 
the flowery meadows, would fix their envenon^ed stings 
iu the most vital parts, and cause excruciating tortures, 
and, sometimes, instant death. 

These disastrous events at length made our adventurer 
grow weary of scenes which exposed him to such painful 
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accidents; aod he turned aside, about the middle of tBe 
desert, into another path, which, though not'so pleasant as 
that he had forsaken, was nearly as much thronged with 
passengers as the former; but they appeared, in general, 
farther advanced in years,and of a grarer cast than hb late 
associates. Here he employed himself, in common with 
his new friends, in collecting together immense quaatitjes 
«f shining dtist, or curious pebbles; and, strange to tell, 
each seemed to value himself in proportion to the load of 
these encumbering trifles which he .carried with him; 
though, as their strength continually decreased as they ad. 
Tanced towards the end of their journey, they were often 
ready to sink under the weight of their burdens. I per- 
eeiYedtoo,that this path was every where covered with two 
noxious weeds called Care and Suspicion, which spread a 
pestilential vapor through the air, and soon injured the 
strongest constitution. 

Here I left him for a while, and turned to take a view of 
the youth with whom he at first set out. 1 observed, that 
he was walking in a very narrow path, which he had enter* ' 
ed by a small gate, which, though at intervals it presented 
« few flowers, was so overrun with briars and thorns, that 
his progress was rendered extremely difficult and inconye*. 
nient; there were likewise several bogs and sloughs, into 
which he was in great danger of falling; dark clouds 
often intercepted the rays of the sun, so as to occasion al- 
most total darkness; and the distress and perplexity occa«. 
stoned by all these circumstances, received no small addition 
from the scorn and contemptuous usage of those who were 
walking in the pleasant paths before described; who, being 
within sight and hearing, would frequently ridicule him id 
the most cruel and insulting term8,for what th^ called hU 
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folly and^Dadoess in choosing a read so beset with hasard 
and inconTenlence. It is true, he met with some compan- 
ions, who endeavored to ^courage him in his ardnoas 
undertaking; but these were very few, when opposed to 
the multitudes who were traTelling the other roads; and, 
as they were all exposed to the same trials as himself, they 
could do little more than sympathize and condole with each 
other. Notwithstanding these discouragements, our trav- 
eller continued to advance; and, though he met with fre- 
qoent trips from the roughness and unevenness of the way, 
he speedily rose again, and pursued his journey. At first, 
1 was astonished at his perseverance; but 1 soon perceived 
that a hand, which before I had not seen, was constantly 
reached from above to support him in all his trials; when 
he met with an accidental fall, this hand quickly lifted him 
up; when he slackened his pace, it urged him forward; 
and when, as was sometimes the case, he was so worn out 
by the fatigues he had to encounter, as to be ready to tur^ 
aside^ it instantly caught his arm, and kept him in the 
right path. I saw, likewise, that he had a map of the 
country to which he was going, which he often considered 
with great delight; and he eagerly embraced every mean 
in his power, of improving himself in the language spoken 
by its inhabitants. The desert, too, was not wholly desti- 
tote of enjoyments; and I observed that these appeared 
more abundant the farther he advanced. He frequently 
met with streams of the* purest water, at which he would 
drink, with a satisfaction that seemed infinitely to exceed 
that of the travellers in the other paths, even when they 
were rioting in all the profusion of luxurious indulgence. 
Sometimes, the very briars , contrary to naturewould pro- 
Vol. I. ♦ 14 
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docetiiemost exqufoHefmht; and I partkulsriy remarked, 
that when a little groap of these seattered ptlgrnns hap. 
pened to meet, thej cooyersed together with soch aise. 
tlon, and described the land to which they were tra?etth^ 
with such transportSythat all their troubles were forgotten; 
and those terj persons who derided them, could not help 
enrying the happiness which was depicted on their eoim* 
tenances. 

I n this manner our traveller cootinned to proceed tHl he 
came within sight of the farther side of the desert, which 
was bounded by a river, whose tide was amazingly rapid; 
when he arrived here, I looked to see whether there was 
any bridge, but found none; and was quickly informed, 
that every person, when they reached this side of thedes- 
ert, were under an unavoidable necessity of fording the 
river. Our traveller accordingly prepared to enter it; b^ 
I could plainly see that the courage he bad manifested by 
the way, -began here to fail, and he hesitated as irresolute; 
when instantly a form, more lovely than any of the sons of 
men,appeared on the other side of the river; and, castiog 
on him a look of divine benignity, said, ^^Fear not, for 
where I am, there shall you be also.*' Animated by this 
sweet promise, he looked upwards with tranquil smile; 
and, instantly plunging into the water, the same supemat* 
ural hand that had guided him in his journey, held bin 
fast till he had got quite through the river. How great now 
was my astonishment at the change which appeared in hisi 
the moment he set his foot on the opposite shore! His 
countenance shone with angelic lustre, his garments were 
whiter than snow, and more glorious than the beams of the 
meridian sun; millions of heavenly forms came to wel* 
come his arrival; and the light w^ch emanated from their 
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refulgent glory was so daitliiig^lMil I was. «o longer capa. 
ble of supporting the sight. I therefore turned my ejret 
back to the desert, and savr the man who had originally 
been the companion of the happy spirit I had been eon- 
aidering^drawing near the banks of the river. He had ac- 
cnmulated such a weighty burden of dn«t and stones, that 
he was scarcely able to crawl aader N; and^nstead of ad* 
Tancing willingly towards the river,he tried by every poi. 
iibfe means to get back into the wilderness. While I look- 
ed, a meagre and terrific form caught him by the hand 
and',ins[Hte of all his resistance, plunged him in the waters. 
Stnnned by the violence of the motion, he fell headlong 
In; but, alas! no shining form appeared for his assistance, 
BO hand was sent to his support; heshHekedin wild des* 
pair^and was immediately borne away by the violence of 
the stream; his screams still reiterated in my ears, and I - 
awoke. Reader,thou hast followed our adventurers to the 
end of their joumey,hast thou considered the consequences 
that ensue? The desert is the wilderness of life, the paths 
are called Pleasure^Riches^and Religion. You and 1 are 
among the number of the travellers; and the application 
searly^^oacems us; if all our time is spent in either of the 
former paths,the end will be misery and endless ruin; if 
the latter is our choiee, we shall meet with tviala by tbe 
way,b«t it will conduct us to the shores of immortality, 
from whence^ by a gentle ascent, we shall reach the Par- 
adise of God. 



CELESTIAL PROSPECTS. 

SwxKT glories rush upon my aight, . 

And eharm my wond'riog eyes; 
The regions of immortal light, 

The hvaaties of iherikks. 
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An hafl! Te fair eelettiil shorei! 

Te lands of andlefli day! 
Swift on my view your prospeet pours. 

And drives my griefs away. 

^is a delightful clearness now. 
Each pierceless cloud is gone; 

Fled is my former darkness t0O| 
My fears are all withdrawn. 

Short is the passage short the space 

Between my home and roe: 

There! There! Behold the radiant place! 
How near the mansions he! 

Immortal wonders! Boundless things! 

In those dear worlds appear; 
Uriel, hear me on thy wings. 

And mount my spirit there. . 



NECESSITY OF SENDING THE GOSPEL TO THE 
HEATHEN. 

Some of the Africans, regarding the tiger as god of the 
woodSjand others,the shark as a kind of Neptune,or god 
of the seas, pay divine honors to 'these creatures respect* 
i?ely. The king of Dahorey worships the shark. When 
one of these fish is taken on that part of the coast which lies 
the nearest to his territory,!! is immediately conveyed inft 
Tehic1e,somewhat resembling the palanquin of the east^to 
a temple near the king's residence, dedicated to this ani- 
mal. There the shark's flesh is eaten by the king and hb 
attendants; and,on every such occasion, a number ofslaves 
are invariably sacrificed in honor of their god. The 
heads of the victims are piled up in the temples, and there 
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are already collected tiro immease heapf of them^ which 
are iocreased with e? ery fresh shaik brought from the 
coast. 



ENCOURAGEMENT TO SEND THE GOSPEL TO THE 
HEATHENS. 

A T0UN& catechist under Mr. Shwartz, a Christian mis- 
sionary at Ttruchiaapally, hearing that a relation of his 
at a distance had died in heathenism, ^scofered much dis* 
tress of heart, and begged permission to go and preach 
Christ to the surviving members of the family; which 
having obtained, he set out the next day, in company with 
some other natives on his journey. On the way, they were 
attacked by a party of robbers, who stripped them of alt 
their clothes, food, money, and whatever else they had 
abont them. With mach intreaty, the catechist obtained 
from oneof the thieves,whoappeared to be an apostate pa- 
pist, his books, and a rag to bind round his middle; and 
thus he went to the next town. His companions had rela- 
tions there, who provided them with necessaries on their 
arrival; whilst the poor catechist was Isft standing naked 
in the street, with his books on his arm, having no resource 
hot in the providence of God. At length, a goldsmith of 
the place accosted him, and inquired who he was, where 
he lived, and whither he was going. The catechist told 
him that he lived with the preacher of the true gospel, at 
Tirachinapally; that he was going to carry the good tid- 
ings to his relations at Uttama-paleiam; but that the Lord 
had tried him on the way, by suffering him to fall into the 
hands of the Kallur, or thieves. The goldsmith then in- 
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Tited him to bit liovse, and dmred him to read to him out ^ 
of the Christiao boolLs be had broagbt with him; whi<^ 
baTiDg done, bis host very kindlj entertained bim for the 
night, and wiien be left him in the morning, gare bim an 
old garment, and three measures of rice; in return for' 
which,the catecbist left with him a little book,and pursued 
his jonrnej. The next day be came to another town, where 
he was equally unknown; but here the Lord opened the 
heart of a brazier, who cheerfully entertain^ bim, and 
paid great attention to the doctrine of the gospel. On the 
morrow, the bailiff, who bad also requested at his lips, in. 
strnction from the word of God, furnished bim with more 
rice, and ga?e him a good garment, instead of the old one 
presented by the goldsmith. When he came within one 
day's journey of bis relations, he found he had to pass 
through a tract abounding with dangers; but here also 
the Lord raised him up a friend, in an old school fellow^ 
with whom he accidentally met, and who lent a serious ear 
whilst the catecbist shewed him tlie way of saltation. 
This man furnbhed bim with a guard of ten persons, in 
whose company be arrifed safely at the place of destination. 
Here he was the happy instrument of bringing to the 
knowledge of Jesus the widow of his deceased relative, a 
youth of the place, aSerwikaren, orcentufioiii and a Re* 
man Catholic catechiHt,the latter of whom receiv^ a New 
Testament with bis face on the ground, in token of has 
gratitude for the book, and hisrerer^ce for Us aothon 
From the centurion he recetfed a turban, which completed 
his dress; and by means of the con? ert from poperj, a 
guard of thirty men to attend him home; where he re. 
turned, after an absence of thirty days,greatly strengthen. 
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ed in his faith, and more than ever devoted to the service 
oCUim^who, when he was hungry, had provided him with 
food, aad when nalted, with raiment; secured him from 
all danger on his return, and so gractonslj helped iiim to 
icconiplish the object of his joumef • 



LOVE OP CHRIST. 

I X.OVB tliee, Lord; bat ah! how sman 

It m J weak lore for thee. 
To tktt anboanded Ioto <^ thiae^ 

For such a worm as me! 

I lore thee. Lord, in all th j waja, 
I love thy might and power; 

I love, but ah! how small the lore! 
Lord, make me lore thee more! 

I £un would loye thee. Lord, but I 

Forgetful am of thee; 
O, could I loTC thee as I ought. 

Or love at God lovet me! 



A SEASONABLE HINT TO MANY! 

Dt. Johnson once reproved the Rev. Dr. M. for saying 
gvace in his presence, without mentioning the name of the 
L^d^esus Christ; and hoped, in future, he would be 
Bare mindful of the apostolical injunction. Whether, 
therefore, je eat or drink, or whatsoever je do, do all 
to the glory of God. 
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VBSSES; COMPOSED FOB A COMPANY OF SINGERS, AT 
AN ANNUAL FEAST. 

BEPORE HEAT. 

Thy Iotc, dear Jesus, doth appear. 
In sparing; us from year to year; 
Thy matchless goodness we adore. 
And future favors join t' implore. 
Let thy rich blessing crown our feast, 
Afid condescend to be a guest. 

AFTER MEAT. 

Accept, O Lord, our thankful songs 
For ev'ry good thy hand bestows; 
To thee our highest praise belongs; 
From thee each temporal blessing flows; 
O feed our souls with heavenly food. 
The porchikse of Jmmanufiri blood! 



THE ASTONISHED ATHEIST. 

An atbeisty being asked bj a professor of ChristiaDitj^ 
How he could quiet his conscience in so desperate aviate? 
replied, ^^As mach am I astonished at yourself, that, be- 
lieving the Christian religion to be true, you can quiet your 
conscience in iiying so much-like the world; did 1 bellsTc 
what yon profess, I should think no care, no diligence,iio 
zeal enough." Ala&! that there should still, by ChristiaoSy 
be €0 much cause given for the astoaishment of aiheistsl 



AFFECTING INSTANCE OF FRmB. 

An ancient father, being invited to dine with a persoa 
of rank, learnt, when he came to the hou^e, that the lady 



/ 



d by Google 



* «OSP£L TREASURY* 157 

liad spent three hours in dressing herself* It so affected 
him, that when she entered the room, the venerable man 
was dissolved in tears. Inquiring the caase, ho turned 
to her, and seriously replied, ^^I weep that you have spent 
more hours in gratifying your prtde,and ruining your soul, 
than eter I sp^t together in saving mine." 



RETIREMENT. 

Rbtir'd from noise, my silent thoughts 

On things celestial muse; 
Reflection calmly looks hehin4. 

While faith the future views. 

Here all is rest, and sweet repose, 

Here^all my sorrowa eease; 
For Jesus meets my spirit here. 

And kindly whispers peace. 



GREAT DIFFERENCE IN PREACHERS. 

A OBNTLEMAif in Scotland, having been to hear the late 
Mr» Whitefield preach in the open air,/ was met, in his 
way home^by an eminent minister, under whom he usually 
sat) and who expressed great surprise that he should go to 
^r iuch a man. The gentleman gave him this answer; 
*%ir," said he, ^^when I hear you, I am planting trees all 
the time; but, during the whole of Mr. W.'s sermon, I 
never got time to plant one." 

Vol. I. 15 
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BVTOENCES BY WHICH TRUE AND FALSE IMPRESSIONS 
UPON THE MIND MAY BE DISTINGUISHED 

Satan qaotod foriptara in otdtr to cor ropt the mliid of 
Ckrift^ttd draw liiii f rem the path «f duty. Some camil 
profeMors do the same; and wrest the scriptures to their 
own destruction. The way In which the Holy Spirit in- 
presses the nind, is not bjf making a new revelation; bat 
by a saltable application of the troths already reTeaIed,ac- 
cording to oar state and circomstances. Though some 
persons may be decayed by'sudden impressions, for want 
of a due inquiry from whence they come; yet the sudden^ 
nesM kseifis no proof that they am false* The Lord can, 
and many times in distressing eases, does help speedily, 
and oTon lastantaneoasly. He who called to Abraham at 
the Tery instant when he was about to sacrifice his sob, 
can, if he please, Instantly relle?e the mind by a suitable 
word, when in the greatest distress. 

But, seenig the mind is capable of receiyinfir false im- 
pressions from satan,inordinate self- 1 OTe,&c. to distinguish 
the true from the false, is a matter of the greatest import- 
ance. For example: Suppose the miod should be im- 
pressed with this scripture; <^Son, thy sins be fofglfen 
thee." Before a person can conclude that this fmpresSloA 
is from God, he should seriously ask himself such ^ue^' 
tions as the foH owing. 

1. Do I possess that j»p{fit to which the general teiror itf 
scripture promises forgiveness? Before David receired a 
sense of divine mercy, be earnestly sued for it, and con. 
fessed the depravity of his nature, and the transgressions 
of bis life. Nor did he merely plead for pardon, but also 
for renewing gracej ^'Create in me a clean heart, O God; 
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and renew a right spirit withia me." Under the gqspel 
dispensation, we are directed to seek merej in the name 
0f Christ; pleading his blood and medwtion, throogh 
whom God hath promised forgiTeness; for, M Whosoever 
belieyeth in him shall receive remissioB of sins." What is 
my character with respect to these things? 

% What effect has a sense of the forgiTing roercj of 
God prodaced in my mind? Do I possess a holy love to 
6od,who hath magnified his mercy,and to Christ, through 
whom I enjoy the invaluable bies^ng? She who had 
'^much forgiven, loved much,"* 

3. Am I inflnenced by the love of God, to devote my 
soqI and body to him, that I may be his servant for ever? 
^'Now being made free from sin, and become servants to 
Godr y^ ^^▼^ your frnit nnto holiness, and the end ever- 
lutiog life."f If sneh be my spirit and character,! may 
he assured that the blessing contained in the passage of 
scriptare thus impressed belongs to roe. The concurrence 
of thethings impressed with the general sense of ^dripture, 
and with the holy effects prod4iced in the heart and life, 
are, b all cases, a criterion by which we may distinguish 
theoperatlonsof the HolySpirit from all false impressions* 
The latter, whether proceeding from satan,or from human 
depravity^ thofigh accomplished by means of some passage 
of scripture; yet, the intention being to corrupt and mis- 
apply that passage, they are condemned by the general 
rdce of scripture; and, if acceded to, will be productive 
of nothing bnt error and sin. 

Satan frequently suggests to wicked men that God is 
merciful. This is a glorious truth; and its proper effect 
* Inkfi vH. 4r. t Rom- vi- ^' 
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18 to enconrage a reioroing sinaer to hope for mercy* But* 
as it is here suggested, its teodeocy is to lull the sinoer 
asleep in secaritj^persoadinghiro^that tiMragb he continue 
in sin, yet it shall be well nith him at last. Again; satan 
f oroetimes suggests to a carnal professor, that the sheep of 
Christ shall net er perbh. Thia is true; but the desiga 
of satan is, to persuade him that he shall get to heareni 
though he hate the path whieh leads to it. It seems as if 
satan could have access to the human mind in sleep; for 
some persons bare a misrepresentation of their state ia 
dreams, whereby they are strangely infatuated. Yet God 
•ometimes speaks this way, but always agreeably to his 
written word. 

Once more; satan frequently suggests to a person under 
•onTictlons,that he is the ohief of sinners. Bat his design 
is, to drire htm ta despair, and to persuade him that l|ii 
sins are too great to be forgiven; whereas, the tendency 
of the like suggestion from the Spirit of God is to lesA 
Ihe sinner to tpply earnestly for mercy. 



SAYING AND DOING ARE TWO THINGS. 
Mr. Erskine, in one of his excellent sermons, mentions 
a little anecdote, which,howe?cr trifling in it$el/,ttay af- 
ford a Tery useful hint,of a practical kind,to every heftr^r 
of the gospel. 

A person who had been to public worship,ha?ing return- 
ed home, perhaps somewhat sooner than usual, was askfd' 
by another of the family who had not been there, '^Issl 
done?" ^*No," replied he,all is said; but all is not Bone.^^ 

No, indeed! saying and doing are two things. How tUtU 
is commonly done of all that is said; howerer well said! 
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NefertM^M; ^< Bksftdd are they wbo hear the word pf 
God, and keep it." Aod, '4f ye know these thioga^happj 
ire ye If ye cfo then." 



MARRIAGE. 

[The foUowing was pttt into the hands of &e wife of a minister^ by 
hmr fiitfai«v <tt^ the BMrning of her mjoriage.] 

MAftRiAGE^is a dWiDe imtkntion of a wise and graoions 
God; and when two persons are united together in the 
fear and lo?e of (Sod, they wHI, under hlsi, as far as pos* 
iihie, sBpport one another in the path of life, and in the 
road to heaven. From the double tie of love and duty^ 
they will watch over one another for good, bear each oth- 
er's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ^ 

I had rather, my dear daughter, gi^e you to a raaa 
of tkb description, eren if he was destitute of a penny^ 
thanto one possessed of thousands a year^ and a stranger 
to? ital godliliess. How grateful,then,ls it to ine,and what 
a prospect of benefit to y ou, whett i see you net only unit* 
ed to a Christian, but to one, who for se? eral years, even 
from the age of fourteen, has been called to the knowledge 
of the true God and Jesus Christ, which is eternal life; 
aad whom God has honored with a commission to preach 
the gospel, and that with success. Esteem him, my dear 
daughter, very highly in loTe for his work^s sake. 

Would you have an honorable man? It is granted you; 
.a serrant of the most high God,aod an ambassador of Jesus , 
Chnst. Would you have a man possessed of riches? It is 
granted; he has found the pearl of great price, and Is em. 
ployed by Him^ in whom are hid all the treasures of wis. 
domand knowledge; who himself hath put into that earth- 

Vol. I. * 15 
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ea y/etsti hidden treaMres, gifts aod graces of tlte Hpljr 
Spjrity aad liath giTen him power to bring out of -those 
treasares things new aad old. Is a man of good coaDexion 
desirable? He belongs to the family of heav^ii, and the. 
charch of the firstborn, and is connected with a people 
whom the kmg delights to honor. 

t trust, mjT dear child, with eo many prifileges, jon will 
adfaooe indifine knowledge, aad that i sluUi see the an- 
swer of many prayers which hate been offered np la 
your behalf; some before ^^yonr infant thonghtshad leani- 
ed to farpi tbemseliet in prayer*." Yes, my dear, I West 
God you are the child of many prayers, not only of your 
patents, but also of the ministers of the gospel w^ hate 
been receired under our roof, some of whom are resting 
from their labors* Our united requests are in part in- 
swered,' aad the rest are on thefik^ to be fulfilled in due 
season. I well remember some of the petitions wlncli 
a BMB of God offered op for yea; ^H^od bless the child 
thou hast gitea thy serTaats; preserve her to maturity if it 
be Uiy will; make her an ornament to her sea, an useful 
member of soci^y and tho church, a promoter of good, 
and a receiTer of the prophets of the Lord." As ( tfaea 
said, so I now repeat, ^^Ameo, Lord grant itl" Let me 
advise you, my child,^ to improve time and opportunity. 
You will have much leisure, and many means of grace; 
be careful to improve them. Read the Eible moeh^it is 
the best book. Be frequent in prayer, and, above all, 
hearken to the teachings of f/fm,who hath u&A^UarnQj 
me; then there will be no need for me to say much of the 
duty of yo'itivew connexion, for the Lord wi|lbicUne^oa 
to love, honor, and obey, and you will value thrift ^^^ > 
the giver's sake. 
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To JOQ, dear 8fr,l have gifen «ii anh/ chik^ytho it now 
joar wife, and a more near relation to yoa tkan to me. 
I rejoice tbat I can sa)r,you knowyour doty better tban I 
can kifonn you. Let me remind yon, howeTer, of that 
strong expression of the apostle's, that a man is to love hlf 
wife as Christ loved the church. Consider it; aikl under 
our dttine Head, endeavor to enrich her soal, that I maj 
say, '^Lordytheu hast answered the prayer of thy oawor- 
thy servant." And now, my dear children, I commend 
you to God and the word of his grace; may yon love one 
another with a pure affection^ reserving the chief place 
for the Lord. 

Let us not grieve at parting; we hope to meet again. 
Yes, I hope to meet you at least twice a day at tl^ throne 
of grace, and I charge you to meet me there. And will 
notour heavenly Father smile upon us, while I say, ^'Here 
Imn^and the children thou hast given me; give unto as ac- 
cording to thy gracioua prombes, defend us by thy^ power, 
instruct us by thy wisdom,^and possess us by thy Spirit?^' 
And while you are praying,^ ^^Lord, here is my father; 
tken hasi been the God of his youth, be the sta£P of his old 
^$;'* may we not expect our God will say, ^^i will bless 
you all; taste my love and be happy; forget not the suffi- 
deacy there is in my Son Jesus; come often, and receive 
aiich of ay grace; live by faith, and you are safe, and in 
By own time I will take you both to myself in glory?" 



BE3CAfiKABL£ CONVERSION. 

The Rev. Mr. M*D...., after preaching last summer 
hi the neighborhood of Fort Augustus, fell into conv«r:)aw 
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tion with Ae storekeeper of that place, who had been one 
of his hearers. In the confersation, Mr. M'D. • • • men- 
tioned that the Rev. R. H. was then preaching at Edit- 
btirgh. On hearing which, the old gentleman discovered 
the greatest emotions of jo>, and cried out, ^*If ever I 
was broQght to know any thing of the power of real relig- 
ion, he was the instrument God employed in the wovk." 
This induced the minister to make further inquiry; and, 
in reply, the old gentleman gave the following luccount: 

^^Some years ago I was in England with a recruiting 
party, and waslnformed^io a town through which 1 passed, 
that a roan was coming there to fight the devil. This ap. 
peared to me an extraordinary circumstance, and I resolv- 
ed to see in what manner he would engage him. At the 
appointed time 1 went, and who should be the pugilist but 
the Rev. R. H. After singing and prayer, he took hh 
text; and, while he was preaching, a man came up behind 
him, and threw a dead cat upon his shoulders, round his 
neck. He took no notice, but continued preaching, as 
thoughoio insult had been offered him. Well, thought I, 
this is an extraordinary man. I could not have born such 
usage without resenting it. I am sure, he must be a dif- 
ferent man to what I am. He must have something in 
hkin that I have not in me. 

^^ These sentiments deeply impressed my mind, and at 
length proved the means,in the hands of the Spirit of God, 
of leading me to a knowledge of divine things. To this 
circumstance I am indebted as a mean for my conversion; 
and what would I give if I could see the honored instru- 
mentonce more in this world! If 1 should be denied this 
favorj I trust we shall meet in heaven.^ 
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THE BODIES OFBEUEYERS INTERESl'ED IN CHIffST. 
Being lately on a journey in Scotland^ I spent part of 
a day with a worthy clergyman, who has labored even 
to old age, with peculiar liyeliness, in the work of Christ, 
While we were employed in looking at his church and 
hurial ground, reading iuscriptions,and gratifying our ca- 
riosity with whaterer might appear new and interesting, 
the following anecdote was related to me, which 1 thought 
worthy of preservation. A man who lived in his parish 
had, some years since, buried his wife and several children 
in this churchyard. By the side of the burial place, next 
the road, stands a low wall; over this, the man mentioned 
above, stood leaning and gazing on the spot where he had 
deposited all that was dear to him in this world. One, ob« 
MTviug his thoughtful attitude and profound attention, 
asked him, what occupied his mind? ^^I am looking," 
says he, '^ at the dust that lies there; and wondering at 
the indissoluble union betwixt it and the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who is in glory." 

What an encouraging reflection is this to a believer*s 
soul! What support does it afford under the loss of others; 
and what resignation should it inspire us with to the will 
of God respecting our own dissolution! Let us remember, 
that we have the word of eternal truth to assure us, that 
the bodies of all believers in Christ are his property, the 
purchase of his blood, and the subjects of his salvation, as 
well as their souls. <<This is the will of Him that sent me, 
that every one who seeth the Son, and believeth on him, 
may have everlasting life; and I will raise him up at the 
last day." "He that believeth in me, though he were 
dead, yet shall he live." "Them that sleep in Jesus will 
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God bring with bim." Let oor Tiews of tbe salvation^by 
Christ, anf) oor gratitude for it be greatly enlarged. L^ 
lit look forward to the resurrection day, as to the complex 
tien of his plan of grace. And in the inter? al, both while 
lit Ing and when dying, let us commit our bodies to his 
difpoeal and care. 

TiCABiyS FUJI DEI. 
TxB number of the beast in the Re? elation of John the 
Difine, which the Spirit of God declares to be six hundred 
three score and six, has long engaged the thoughts of wise 
and good men. Some remarkable coincidences hate been 
found out^especially witb respect to tbe words X<a/6tfto^,io 
Greek,and Ludovicusy in Latin. The following explana- 
tion I do not recollect to haTe met with in print; and the 
circumstance which led to tbe discoTcry is curious. Some 
time ago, an English officer, happening to be at Rome, ob- 
served on the front of the mitre, which the pope wore at 
one of the solemnities of their worship, ibis inscription: 
VICARIVS FILII DEL Itinstantly struck him.. ..per. 
baps this is the number of the beast. He set to work, and 
when he had selected all the numerals, and summed them 
up, he found, to his great astonishment, that the whole 
amounted precisely to six hundred threescore and six* 
What stress is to be laid on this, I shall not say. The sub- 
ject is recommended to the serious consideration of the 
reader. 
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VANITY OF HUMAN HAPPINESS. 

A REMARKABLE iostaoce of the unsatisfactory natore of 
all worldly prosperity, and a confirmatioB of Solomon'tf 
maxim, Eccl. ch. ii. is afforded by the emperor Septtmus 
Severus. ^^Omnia fui, et nihil ezpedit." ^^I haTe been all 
things, and all is of little trI Be,'' was his declaration after 
hafing been raised from an hnmble station to the imperiri 
throne of Rome, and the soTeretgpty of tha world. 



AvTOQ E^ti.....iPSB Dixrr. 

** Thus ipake Pythagoraa''....tu8 soholars said; 
And all his laws were eonstantly obey'd. 

« Thu» saith the Lord" should Chrial's disoiplct uj^ 

And, loTing his far better law8.....obey. 



POETS AND CHRISTIANS. 

Posts are such by birth, 'tis said; 
Kor ean by rules of art be made. 
But not by birtb do Chrittiant shiae» 
They are new made by grace divine. 



HINTS ON PRAYER. 
Peatcr is the sweet and strong breathing of the newborn 
seal, toward a covenant God in Christy oyer wishing to 
draw in the life supporting air of heaven, and to live in its 
own proper element. No hunted hart ever panted more 
^ter the water brooks, than a believing soul will pant 
^ter coamHiMon with God, through the blessed Jesus. 
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The beloTed object of prayer is a reconciled Fatha^ 
wliose heart is full of teDderness to the complaiots and 
iniseries of his dear children; his promises are the deda. 
rations of his pure lo?e; a dependence of his fulfitling 
them, does him honor, and is sure always to bring down 
the blessing. 

The Holy Spirit teacheth the children of God faoir to 
pray in faith. He belpeth their infirmities in prayer, 
strengthens their graces, and bestows on them all thdr 
comforts. He enables them to come with boldness, and 
have access with confidence. 

Whatever their Father has freely promised to give tbem 
in Jesus, they ask in faith,nothing wayering, for they know 
his promises cannot fail; and as they find them daily fol- 
fitl^, their holy familiarity with him increases. He draws 
near to them, and they drew near to him. 

This mutual Intercourse is the source of much joy, and 
makes the house and ordinances of the Lord a delight; for 
there he is always disponed to hear,and will fulfil hi^ prom- 
ise to his children; ^'I will make them joyful,'^ says be, 
*Sn my house of prayer.'* 



GOD WILL HAVE HIS OWN. 
The late Re?. Mr. Tennent, of America, an intimate 
friend of Mr. Whitefield's, had in the neighborhood of his 
abode, a young man of amiable morals; but, like many 
other strict moralists, a stranger and an enemy to the 
power of religion, particularly the new iights^hs the godly 
were then called In Mew England. For the saUation of 
this young person Mr. Tennent felt an ardent desire, ind 
oftenpouredout his heart in prayer thit it would pleasekii 
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diTine Master to make him iostramental in the coQTersion 
of his soul to God; nor did he cease from this labor of 
lofe, oBtil he had an answer from above. In the warmth 
of hto heart, Mr.Tennent communicated this circumstance 
to a reii|$ious frlend^and by some means it reached the ears 
of the young man, who took all possible care to avoid Mr. 
Tenn^nt, least he should become religious overmuch; but, 
« chosen vessel mmt not be lost. 

One morning, the good minister taking an early walk to 
the house of a planter at some distance from his own, the 
youth unexpectedly came in with his fowling piece, and 
some birds which he had shot; on seeing Mr. Tennent, 
he would fain have retired, but as the good min had placed 
hinself between him and the door, he could not pass him. 
Mr. Tennent, with great good humor, entered into con. 
versation with him, examined his gun, and told the youth 
that he had been a sportsman in the earlier time of his life, 
and though be thought the piece which his young friend had 
was a good one, that which he had at home was still better, 
and pressed him to go home with him and look at it. 
The temptation was too strong to be resisted, and his for* 
mer determination never to enter Mr. Tennent^s door was 
entirely forgotten; aad the more so when he had examin- 
ed, and was begged to accept, hi« friend's fowling piece. 
Wishing to bring him by degrees to an attention to better 
things, M r. Tennent engaged his promise to breakfast with 
hint^ and proposed, as was his usual custom, to read a 
chapter, and go to prayer with his family; though th« 
youth did not greatly relish the proposal, good manners 
forbad him to oppose it; and after reading a portion of 
icriptore, they knelt down. In the sofemn exercise of 
Vol. I. 16 
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prayer Mr.Teonent was greall j enlarged,aBd partkuUiHj 
for the soiil of bis yoang guest. Pride and prejodtce fdl 
before the power of the H oly Spirit, and then teas the time 
of love. From that day the young man became a coDrert 
to Jesas, and li? ed and died an ornament to the gospel* 
^^Such power belongeth unto God." 



THE WORK OF THE LORD. 

It was about the year 1770, on the Sabbath motnmgyilid 
Mr. Neale opened his Bible to mark the passage be had 
studied through the week, and from which he was to de« 
Ufer a discourse that day. He looked again and agaio^but 
could not find the passage. He then endeavored to rtcoU 
led the words, but to his great surprise and embarrus- 
meat, neither words nc^r text could he recollect. He en« 
deaTored afterwards to fix his mind on some part of the 
sermon he had committed to memory, but all was gone. 
In this dilemma he lifted up his cry to God, and entreated 
that he would recal the subjt'Ct to his recollectian,lc8t be 
should be a terror to himself and congregation. At this 
instant that scripture recorded, Rom. viii. 28, darted into 
his mind with peculiar energy; ^^My fioul," said he, '*fed 
upon the precious truth." 

But now the time drew nigh, when he must proceed to 
'meeting. He again eniI«^vored to recollect the sul^ect 
which hehadpreriously studied; but to no purpose. The 
above cited passage, pressed iuelf upon his thoughts. 
"When," said he, '4 went into the pulpit, 1 was in the 
greatest distress and coufusion, and said to God, 1 never 
served tUee with nought." In public prayer he felt an 
uncommon degree of the di?ine iotiuence. While the 
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(ongregttten were employed in stn^ng the praises of God, 
lie was 10 a coDsteroation, better to be cooceWed than, 
expressed. The hymn being ended; and hafing no 
other alternative, he read the text. He had not spoken 
many minutes, when he observed a well dressed person, a 
stranger, apparently in the clerical habit, enter the place. 
This man, thought he, must ha?^ come to hear what the 
babbler has to say. In this fear he was soon confirmed; for 
tbestrangcr, reclining his head upon the front of the pew, 
and his body appearing to be agitated, Mr. Neale appre- 
hended he mast bo talking some nonsense, and that the 
man was laughing at him. At length he perceived him pall 
ont his handkerchief to wipe his face, that seemed to be 
bathed in tears. Mr. Nealo now began to be relieved 
from his embarrassment. *'Ah!" says he, *' this is the 
work of God. He has given me a text for this gentle, 
man. lie has suggested a word in season.'' ^ So he pro- 
ceeded in his sermon^ and never had he more liberty in 
delivering a discourse. Through the whole of the service 
(he stranger never raised his head; but seemed to feed 
upon the message of grace that was delivered. 

In the efening he called upon Mr. Neale, and wished 
for a copy of the discourse he tlia.t day delivered; he took 
him in his arms; said his purse was at his service for the 
sermon; and added, *'Two or three years ago I heard you, 
ia such a place, preach upon such a snbject,and ever since 
I have been under the spirit of conviction and bondage. 
This day il took my horse and rode to hear you; and, bless, 
ed beGod, he has now given me to see him as my recon. 
cMedGod and Father in Christ Jesus, and has given me to 
eajoy that liberty, wherewith he makes his people free." 
This and more did he say, before Mr. Neale could speak a 

. gitized by VJIV7VJV IV^ 



ITS ^ MtFBI^ TUZSMVRY. 

word to him*. He tbea inforined kim bow he kad been 
tircomstancedy relati? e to that text. Hq also assured him, 
that were he to giTe him the whole worlds he could not 
aommit the sermoo to writing; for he had delivered \t^ 
jnst as it had occurred to bis thoughts in the pul|;^it. ^'Wc 
both by this time," continued Mr, Neale, ^'beguu to see 
the good hand of God iu this matter; and his good Provi- 
dence in determining me, in such a remarkable maDfiier, 
to preach upon a subject I had never before prepared^aod 
which he had accompanied with such a powerful efficacy ^ai 
to be made an immediate ipessage from himself. Thii 
a/tranger to come fourteen mil£3 to hear me pr^ch tkat 
day! To me, it was one of my best days, and one which, 
both by him and me, will be remembered th^ongh ft 1«R( 
and joyful eternity.** 

THE CHANGE. 

I WANT a change to f^ 

A change ihat God will own; 
A chancre thftt saves from sin and hell. 

In Jesus found alone. 

Oh! change this heart of stone. 

Almighty Power divine! 
F«r none bat sovereign grace atone. 

Can snch a heart refine. 

' And when this change takes place. 
Before thjr feet I'U wait. 
That I, by thy unchanging gnice» 
All changing scenes may hate. 

This change will shew the love 

That Jesus hears to me; 
This change will lead to joys above. 

Where no more change will ba. 
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«A GOOD BOOK IS NEVER LOST." 

The truth of this common adage has been often exem- 
plified, but seldom in a more extraordinary way than by 

the following fact. There lived in the town of C , a 

person.of thenameof Johnson^by profession a painter,and 
much esteemed in that line of business. Notwithstanding 
he had been pritileged with a religions education, hb con. 
neilons in the world I^ hlln into the company of some 
persons of a deistical turn, by whom his mind was much 
injured, though he was not without occasional checks of 
conscience, and slavish fears of death. From this miser- 
able state it pleased the God of all grace to deliver him, in 
the year 1796, in the following singular manner. His 
wife, in passing along ^he streets^ picked up, and brought 
home, three or four books, whlchhad been lost by one of 
the members of a book society In thetown, among them 
was the Ydurnilssfonary sermons, with the portrait of Ciapt. 
Wilson; being a painter by profession, the picture first 
engaged* his attention, ami afler dipping a little into tlio 
book, he resolve|9, as itlAass confined him at home the foU 
lowingSabbath,that he would read over the four sermons; 
the blessed consequence was,th3t the Holy Spirit set home 
the truths contained in them on his heart, and from that 
day he was a new man. For some time he attended the 
ministry of Mr. D. with much profit, and at length dlt^d 
full of f!aith,and of the Holy Ghost. Thus we see that cir. 
camstances, very trivial in themselves, may, by the appli- 
cation of the divtiYc Spirit, be made effectual to the con. 
version of sinners; and even the loss of a book may prove, 
through Itis bleostog,. the finding of a sOiil. 
Vol, I. ♦ 16 
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The circnmstftiice abo? e related, seggested as htat to 
oar minds, which we b^ leare to propose to the serioos 
reader. May we not hope ^at mi^ good might be depe, 
if those to wliom the Lo^ hath git e^i abiikjr, were to psN 
chase saall lract8,iip<Mispirit«udsK%ject#ya»d,bjdMpph^ 
them as they walk,slippiog ihepi iotoihe pojcl^et of a stage 
€oach, or leaving them at an inn on the road as they travel, 
indnce some, from motires of mere curiosity, to look tate 
4ke«e kind of books, which, otb^wis^ they would disre^ 
^»'d? ^^Cast thy bread npcm the waters^ fo|r thon dM 
ind it after m^uiy d^ys." 



AB THY DAYS THY STBGNOTH SHAhL B^. 
Under the reign of paganism, a Christian, i^it^h. 
standing her pregnancy, was condemned tadae for her pro- 
fession. The day before her execution she fell into ^bori 
and crying oRt in her pa^gs, the jailor iii|rited>her,sayifig) 
^^K yon make a noise today, how will yo» endure a tic- 
leat dettth tomorrow?" To this slie replied, ^^ Today I 
8u£^ what is ordsnaryf ^and .hsire only ordioary assist* 
ance; tomorrow I am to suffer what is muore than ordi- 
nary, and shall have, I believe, more than ordinary as- 
sistance." Qh! woman, great was thy faith} 



THE PIOUS SOLDIER. 
A SOLDIER was lately brought under eonc^n for hi^ 
soul, and becoming visibly religions, met wijth no little 
railing both from his comrades and officers. He was the 
servant of one of the latter. At length his master asked 
him, ^ ^Richard, what good has your religion i^ne you?^^ 
The soldier made this discreet answ^er; ^/Sar, befoi^ I 
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was reUftoitf, I used to get driiok; now I am sob^. I 
^ud to aeglect your baainefii; now I perform it diligent. 
ijr,?' Tlie offii;^r was stlenced, and seemed to b^ satisfied, 
Fer, so is ike will cf God, ih^i w^k w%h^ doxhq ^c may 
ft^to ^Hetwike igmoranosjciffaQlifh m/^9 1 Pet. jii. 15. 



REMARKABLE CONVERSION. 

Tbb Itwd has Kmovs means to bring abont his own 
gracious par poses, and sometimes condescends to mat^e 
Qseof incidents,apparent]jtrifltog,tt> accomplish his most 
important designs. The truth of this remark may l>e ex* 
empHfied ia the following fact. A young gentleman of 
high connexions, and gr^at respecl;abj)lty,-wa3 induced by 
gay acquatotance to accompany them to a ball. Arrived 
at4he scene of dissipation, the Cestire compsiny proceeded 
to their amusement. The n^usic struck up, and be, amon; 
the rflstrwas^ highly delighted wUh the dirersion. In the 
fsidsl of their enjoyment, as though a m^ssei^g^r had been 
lent hnttediately from heaven, the clock struck one. That 
striking parage of Dr. Young's instantly rushed upon his 

*< fWie IjeU^ulkes Qiie.....we take no note Qf Time 

But from, its loss.....to give it then a tongue 

Is \vise in man. As if an angel sx>oke, 

I feel the solemn sound; if heard aright 

It is th« l^iell eif my departed hours. 

yfhtr^ ace they? Wiljh the years heyjond the flood. 

It is the sigijial that demands despatch. 

How much is to he done? My hopes and fears 

Start up alarm'd, and o'er life's narrow verge 

Look down on what? A fathomless ahyss, 

4ftmd«t#q^/' 
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CoQTiction seized the youtb^ and alarmed and terrlfted, 
he instantly left the dissipated throng, and retired to bi^ 
closet. The result was a saving change, and he is now a 
Christian indeed, in whom is no guile. 

Reader,art thou an admirer of the fashionable iTollies of 
the age? Remember they lead to the chambers of eternal 
death. Leate then, oh leave these deluding phantoms of 
an hour, and employ the uncertain moments left thee, in 
seeking for those realities, unfading pleasures and eternal 
joys. 



AWFUL DEATH OP A PROFANE SWEAUBR.' 

Some years ago T. G. who lived in the parish of Sedgley, 
near Wolverhampton^ having lost a conside'rabte sum by a 
match at cock fighting, to which practice be was notori- 
ously addicted, swore, in the most horrid manner, that be 
would never fight another cock as long as he Ilv^d; fre- 
quently calling upon God to damn his soul to all leternit}" 
if he did; and, with dreadful imprecations, wishhrgtbe 
devil might fetch him if ever he made another bet. 

It is not to be wondered at, if resolutions so impiovsly 
formed should be broken; for a white, however, tKcy were 
observed; but he continued to indulge himself in every 
other abomination to which his depraved heart inclined 
him. Bdt, about two years afterwards, satan, whose will- 
ing servant he was, inspired him with a violent desire to 
attend a cocking at Wolverhampton^ and he complied with 

• Communicftted to me by a pious person, who wrote it 6*0111 the 
mouth of her father, a late minister of the gospel, near Wolverhamp--' 
ton, and who weU knew, and oftea repeated, this terriWc ^tV G. B. 
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the tempUI|OD« When he came to the place he stood up, 
as ID defiance of hea? en, and cried, '^I hold fonr to three 
on such acock.'* ^^Four what?" said one of his compan. 
Ions in iniquity. ^^ Foar shillings," replied he. ^^IMl 
lay," said the other. Upon which they confirmed the 
wager, and as his custom was, he threw down his hat,and 
pot his hand in his pocket for the money, when, awful to 
relate^heinstantlyfell a ghastly corpse to the ground. Ter. 
rified at his sudden death, some who were present for e?er 
after desisted from this infamous sport; but others, har. 
dened in iniquity proceeded in the barbarous diYersion,a8 
soon as the dead body was removed from the spot. 

This melancholy circumstance happened on a Thursday* 
On the Sabbath following, when a number of his relations 
aud ocijghbors were coQ?eying bis body to the grave, a 
dog thai belonged to one of the company happened to run 
under the coffin, which was carried I suppose underhand by 
napkins, or on a bi^r; the dog was strucl^, to all appear, 
ance, dead; but, being again recovered and let loose, ran a 
SQiPQud time under tl^c coffin, and was taken up actually 
dead, to, the grc^^t astonishn^nt of the con^pany. Those 
who conveyed the corpse were so terrified that they durst 
not for the present proceed to the church yard, but pro- 
posed to leave the body on the spot; at length, however, 
resuming their courage, they conveyed him to the grave. 

^The Jear of the wicked shall come upon him;* and, 
^ IVha ev^f h^rdenedhimselj against God^ andpro^peredP 
By sach signal interpositions of divine pro videoce theLord 
shows he hath not forsaken the earth. May, ^^many," who 
read or ^^bear" these lines, ^^fioar; and turn to the Lord." 
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THt S^VEARER REPROVED. 

A FEW days ago two gentlemen having called at a coffee 
house in the city, and drank a bottle together; when about 
to part, both insisted on paying. One put^ seven shilling 
piece on the table, and swore clreadfully that his friend 
should be at no expense; the other jocularly said '^That 
seven shilling piece is a bad one;" on which he swore still 
faster. The master of the house hearing what passed, 
came forward and said,if they would allow him to examine 
the money, he would tell them whether or not it was good. 
Returning soon after, he, in the most polite manner, laid 
the piece before them on a card printed as follows: 

A VRIE^DLT HIKT. 

It chills mj blood to hdu* the blest Sapreme 
Rudelj appeal'd to on each trifling theme; 
Maintain your rank, vulgarity despise. 
To swear is neither brave, polite, nor wise; - 
You would not swear upon a bed of deatth: 
Reflect! Your Maker now could stop your breath. 

The gentlemen read it, and he who had sworn owaed 
^^he was justly and properly reproved, and would, in fu- 
ture, be more guarded in his expressions." 



A SKETCH OF MODERN PREACHERS. 

Tii£RE are a sort of preachers in the present day, I am 
loath to calf them ministers, who appear more toUeitausto' 
make their expressions good than ihbir hearers, and had 
much rather hear their praises than their -sighs, and that 
their auditors should admire their fine language, than follow 
their best counsel. In such sermons there is little spoken 
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tiiherfrom the beart or to the heart} the orator and audi, 
tory agreeing together to deceive themselves. As tho 
conversion of sinners is neither the effect nor the aim of 
such florid, unedifying discourses, the business is trans- 
acted on both sides, as if the preacher had done his part 
when he had shewn his wit; and as if the hearers thought 
they had done theirs when they had commended it. 



ANECDOTE OF THE CELEBRATED VOLNEY. 
The late Samuel Forrester Bancroft, Esq. accompanied 
Mr. Isaac Weld, jun. in his travels through North Amer. 
ica, and the two Canadas, a very interesting narrative of 
which is published. As they were traversing one of the 
extensive lakes of the northern states in a vessel, on board 
of which was Volney, ceIebrated,or rather notorious, for 
his atheistical principles, which be has so often avowed, a 
▼cry hea?y storm came on,insomuch that the ? es8el,which 
had struct^ repeatedly with great force, was expected to go 
down every in3Unt,tfae mast having gone by the board,the 
helm quite nngovernable,and consequently the whole scene 
exhibiting confusion and horror. There were many fe- 
males, as well as mahe passengers on board, but no one ex. 
hibited such strong marks of fearful despair as Volney, 
throwing himself on the deck, now imploring, now impre- 
cating th« carptaio,and reminding him, that he had engag- 
edto carry him safe to his destination, vainly threatening, 
in case any. thing should happim. At last, however,as the 
probability of their being lost increased, this great mirror 
of nature, human or inhuman, began loading all the pock- 
ets of his coat, waistcoat, breeches, and every place he 
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could think ofy witfi doltera to dM amount of flomefcii- 

dreds; and thus, as he thought, was preparing to svha 

for his life," should the expected wreck take place. Mr. 

Bancroft remonsti'ated with him on the foHj of sueh 

acts, saj^iog, that he would sink like a piece of lead, with 

80 great a weight on him; and at length, as he became so 

▼ery notsj and unsteady as to impede the management of 

the ship, Mr. Bancroft pushed him down the hatchways. 

Volney soon came up again, having lightened himself of 

the dollars, and in the agony of his mind, threw himself 

upon the dock,e3cclaiming, with uplifted hands andstretm- 

ing eyeSf ^^Ohi mon Dieu^ mon Dieu^ qu^est^ne queje 

feraiy qu^est^ce quejeferai?'^ "Oh! my God, my God; 

what shall I do? What shall I do?" This so turprised 

Bancroft, that, notwithstanding the moment did not very 

well accord with tasbes of hu0H>r, yet he comld att 

refrain from addressing Mm, ^^Eh Hen* Monif. Fo/fMry, 

tous avez done un Dieu ^ present.^^ **Well; Mr. Volnsy, 

what; you ha?e a God now." To which Vofney replied, 

with the most trembling anxiety, "OW oui! ouH^* **0, 

yes! O yes!" Thesbip,howefer,got9afe,and Mr. Bancroft 

madee?ery company whkh hewont intoeoh« with thhv^ 

ecdote of Volney's acknowledgment of God. Volney for 

a contiderable time was so hurt at his wealuiess, a^he 

ealls it, that he was ashamed of shewing kimsielf in cobu 

paoy at Philadelphia, &e. but afierwards, Uko a modcrB 

French philosopher, said, that those words escaped himiit 

the instant of alarm, but had no mcaniAg, and he again 

utterly renounced them. 
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A REMARKABLE PROVIDENCE. 
TiTE RcT. Andrew Duncan was minister of Craill, in 
fife; and for his conscientious adherence to the truth of 
the gospel, was,by order of King James the Sixth, impris- 
oned in the castle of Blackness^ and afterwards banished 
the kingdom. 

He settled at Berwick; but having several children, and 
his wife near her time, they were reduced even to want 
the necessaries of life. For this cause also the/ were 
obliged to part with their servant maid. One night the 
children asked for bread; and, there being nbne to give 
them^they weptsore. Mrs. Duncan also was much depress- 
ed in spirit; but Mr. Duncan had often recourse to prayer; 
and in the intervals of it endeavored to cherish his wife's 
hope, and please the children, till at length he got them to 
bed. But Mrs. Duncan mourned and grieved exceedingly, 
on account of the dear children's sufferings, in which she 
shewed more of the tenderness of a mother than the confi. 
deuce of a Christian. Mr. Duncan exhorted her to wait 
patiently upon God, who was now trying their faith and 
patience; but would undoubtedly provide for them in his 
own time and way; and added, that he was sure that the 
Lord would even rain down bread from heaven, but he 
would send them a supply. They had neither friends nor 
acquaintance in the place, to whom they could make (heir 
wants known. Butthat very night,a man brought a sackful 
of provisions, and went away without letting any of them 
know from whence he came. When Mr. Duncan open- 
ed the sack, he found a small bag with twenty pounds in 
it, a bag of flour,two loaves of bread, and several other 
Vol. I. 17 
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articlofl of provisions. Having brought the whole to hb 
wife, he said, ^^See what a good master I serve!" Upon 
this thej took their maid again. In a short time his 
wife was taken in labor, and was in want of every thing 
necessary both for herself and the child. JBut the good 
Master whom he served, knew and provided for ail their 
wants. While she was in labor in the night, and he knew 
not whereto find a mid wife in the town,agen tie woman rode 
up to the door,alighted, sent back the servant with the 
horses, apd ordered him to return again at a certain time. 
She presently had access to Mrs. D. spoke very affection, 
ately to her; presented her with an abundance of all that 
she or the child should want of every kind; and also per- 
formed the office of a midwife. She dressed the child, and, 
after having given Mr. Duncan several pieces of gold, she 
took an affectionate leave of them, adding, that thej 
should never want. The horses were waiting, and she 
went off; but would not satisfy them who ahe was, nor 
whence she came. 

N.B. They that trust in the Lord shall not wane any 
good thing; and faithful is he that has promised. 



PROVIDENCE. 

Lord, are ravens daily fed bj thee? 
And wilt thou elothe the lilies, and not me? 
Begone, distrust! I shall have clothes and bread. 
While lilies flourish, and the bii*ds are £ed. 
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THE FLOWEIIS. 

BIT TftE LAT9 BISHOP HQRNE. 

THE HELIOTROPE. . 
Through all tlie changes of the daj, 

I turn nie to the aun; 
In elear Or eloudy skies I say ^ 

AUke.....2% vdU be dtmf/ 

THE VIOLET. 
A fewlj flower, in secret bower. 

Invisible I swell; 
For blessing made, without parade. 

Known only by my smell. 

THE LILY. 
Emblem of Him, in whom no ttab^ 

The eye of Heay'n could see; 
In all their glory, monarchs vain. 

Are not array'd like me. 

THE ROSE, 
Witii nrfishM heart diat erimaon hail. 

Which in my bosom glows; 
Think how the lily of the yalQ 

Became like Sharon's rose. 

THE PRIMROSE. 

When Time's dark winter shall be o'er. 

Its storms and tempests laid, 
like me you'll rise a fragrant flow'r. 

But not, like me, to fade. 

THE GARDEN. 
The bow'r of innocence and bfiss. 

Sin caus'd to disappear; 
Repent, and walk in faith and love; 

You'll find an Eden here. 
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THE SPIRITUAL BAROMETER; 

©H, A SCALE OP THE PROGBESS OP tiar AND GRACE. 

Glory. 
— Dismission from the body. 



^— - Desiriog to depart, to be wkh Chrtst 

— Patience in tribulation. 

— GIot7iDgin the cross. 



Ardent love to the sonlsof men/ 

— Following hard after God. 

-r- Deadness to the world by the cross of Christ. 

Lore of God shed abroad in the heart 

— Frequent approach to the Lord's tabid. 

— Meetfaigt for pn^or and experience. 

•— « Delight in the people of God. 

— Looking to Jesus. 



Love of God*s bouse and word. 
Vain company wholly dropped. 
Daily perusal of the Bible with prayer. 



10~^. Evangelical light 

— Retirement for prayer and meditation. 
. — Concern for the soul. AUi:^n. 

U Indifference, 

— Family worship only on Sunday evenbgs. 

— Private prayer frequently omitted. 

— Family religion wholly declined. 

10 Lenty in conversation. Fashions, however cxpensifC •»" 

— indecent, adopted. 
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LaxurioQs eBtertaiiimeiitp. 

Free assoeiation with carnal company. 



The the^Ure, yau:diall^ Ranelagh, &c. 

Frequent parties of plea^i^re. House vf God foirsaken. 

Much wine, spirits, &c. 

Love of novels, &c. 

Skepticism. Private pi^jer totally declined. 

Deistical company prized. 



50- -~ Pf^lies of pleasure on the Lord's day. 

— Masquerades; Drunkeuness; Adultery. 

— Profaneness, lewd songs. 

60-—— Infidelity; jesting at religion. 

— Sitting down in the chair of the scorncr. 



70 Death. 

PEXlDiWIpN. 

N.B. The reader must ^lerusc this from the middle upwards w 
downwards. 



ON CARD PLAYING. 

^^AxTHOuc^^ Majpr C^rtwright has been mpdisd nearly 
.tivei]|ty J ears, he has ncfc^r yet possessed such a piec^^^qf 
f orniture as a card table. His rejection of cacds is not ac. 
copipapied with any thing cynical, but from seeing and 
knowing the ill effects of habit. He was particularly pleas- 
ed with a,pa8sag|3^n ascjnaonof^is friend George WaUcQr, 
obser,?ing, that ^Cajrds were invented for the amusement 
of a royal idiot; and (hey bi^i fair to make idiots of us 
all.' He was also mnch di?erted with an insane nobleman 
Vol. I, * 17 
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he once sat down with to cards^in company with a relation 
who had the care of him. My lord played ? ery grarely 
until ttredy which happened to be in the middle of a deal; 
ho threw down his cards, and took his walk; and this the 
Major frequently calls the most rational g2ime of cards 
he erer played." 



THE SPIRIT OF CHRIST. 

Mas. S , of WendoTer, said to a lady who objected to 

her celig^otts profession, ^4 trust, madam, I am not Jed hy 
men as teachcr«, bat by iht Spirit of God." ^SSpirit of 
Godi" Exclaimed the lady; ^^Oh, we should not meddle 
with thiols so deep." He who never meddles with thiags 
50 deep, must needs besLshallozo Christian. ^^For if aay 
man lia?e not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his." 



THE ADVICE OF A FATHER DIFFERENT FROM THAT 
OF JESUS CHRIST. 

WHElf J..i. S , a young man at Alfriston, embraced 

the gospel, and made open profession of it, his father,not 
a litde offended at his conduct herein, gave him this sage 
adtide; ^^Jaroes, yon should^r^^ get yourself establtshed 
in a good trade,and then think of, and determine abontff- 
ligion.^^ "Father," replied James, * ^Christ advises mc 
very differently. He says, Seek ye first the kingdom of 
heavch, and the righteousness thereof, and all these things 
shall be added unto you." How many fathers differ from 
Jesus Christ in their judgment about religion and itsim- 
pdrtance! Christ sa.ysjirst; but many say last* 
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AN UNSEARCHABLE PROVIDENCE Dr. DODDRmCE. 

An e?cnt of a public uncommon nature, sajs Mr. Orion, 
io whicji he was particularly concerned, de8er?es to be re. 
lated as an evidence of his great beneTolence, and for the 
sake of the useful reflections he makes upon it; ^ 'April 
dth, 1741. At our assize last month, onebryan Connell, 
an Iriah Papist^ vas convicted of the murder of Richard 
Brymley, of Weedon, about two years ago. The evidence 
a^mst him at his trial seemed full and strong; but it 
chiefly depended on the credit of an infamous woman, who 
owned 8he had lived with him in adultery some years. 
There were some remarkable circumstsmces in the course 
of the trial, in which I thought the Providence of Gtod 
wonderfully appeared. The prisoner told a long story of 
himself: but it was so ill supported, that I imagineno oee 
person in court believed it. I visited him after his convic. 
iiony with a compassionate view to his eternal concerns; 
but instead of being able, by any remonstrances, to per- 
suade him to confess the fact, I found him fiied in a most 
resolute denial of it. He continjied to deny it the next 
day with such solemn,calm, but earnest appeals to heaven, 
and fervent cries that God would inspire some with the 
belief of his innocence, that I was much impressed. As. 
he desired to leave with mc,at the time of his execution,a 
paper, ia which he would give an account of the places 
where,and the persons with whom he was, when themur. 
^er was committed, I was so struck with the aifatr,that I 
obtained time of the under sheriff to make^nquiry into the 
truth of what he had told me. Having sent a wise and 
faithful friend to Whitchurch and Chester,to examine the 
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eTidence he appealed to, I foand eyery ctrcamataDce mh^L 
the convict had asserted, proved; and the concarrent tes* 
tiniony of five credible persons attested t^at he was in 
Cheshire when the mnrder was coniraitted. These testis 
monies { laid before the judge by whom he was condemn- 
ed^or the deliyerance of what, in my consdence I believ- 
ed, and do still believe, to he innocent blood. But tlie judge 
did not think himself warranted to reprieve him, as the 
evidence given against him by the wicked woman was ma- 
terially confirmed by two other witnesses; and becaase he 
thought the most dangerous consequences might attend 
Buch an examination of ihe affair as I propo^. The 
convict was accordingly executed! I had labored with 
unwearied pains and zeal, both for the deliverance of his 
Itfc, and the salvation of his soul. What made the case 
more affecting to me was, that nothing coald be more ten- 
der than his expressions of gratitude, and nothing more 
cheerful than his hope of deliverance had been. Among 
Other things,! remember he said, 'Every drop of my blood 
thanksyou.' He wished he might,beforehedied,have leata 
to kneel at ihe threshold of my door, to pray for me and 
mine. ^You,' said he, ^art my redeemer y in one Sense (a 
poor, impotent redeemer!) and you have a light to me. 
* If I live, I am your properttfj and I will be a faithful sub- 
ject.' The manner in which he spoke of what he prom« 
ised himself from my friendship, if he had been spared^ 
was exceedingly natural and touching. Upon the whole,! 
never passed through a more striking scene. I desire it 
may teach me the following lessons; 1st. To adore the 
zwfu\ justice of God in causing this unhappy creature thus 
Infamously to fall by her with whomhehadsoscandaloasly 
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sitmed, to th^ rain ofa very loTingand virtnaos wife. Thus 
God made his own law effectual, that iheadulterer should 
die. ^dly. To acknowledge the dep^A^of thediviue coun- 
sels; which in this affair, when I think on all the circum- 
stances of it, are to me impenetrable. 3dly. To continue 
resolute in well doing, though I should be, as in this in- 
stance I hare been, reproached and reviled for It. Some 
have said, that I am an Irish Papist; others have used 
very contemptuous language, and thrown out base censures 
for my interposing in this affair; though I am in my con- 
science persuaded, that to have neglected that interposition, 
in the view I then had of things, would have been the most 
criminal part in my whole life, 4thly. May I not learn 
from it gratitude to Him, who hath redeemed and deKver- 
edme? In which, alas! How far short do I fall of thki 
poor creature! How eagerly did he receive the news of 
a reprieve for a few days! How tenderly did he express 
bis gratitude! That he sfaonid be mine! That I might do 
what I pleased with htm! That I had bought him! Spoke 
of the delight with which he should see and serve me! 
Tbat he would come once a year from one end of the 
kingdom to the other, to see and thank me,and should be 
glad never to go out of my sight! O, why do not our 
hearts overflow with such sentiment on an occasion iofi- 
nitety greater! We are all dead men' Execution wovtM. 
soon have been done upon us; but Christ has redeemed us 
to God hp hi9 blood. We are not merely reprieved^ but 
pardoned; not merely pardoned,but orfop^ecf; made heirs 
of eternal glory, and near the borders of it. Inconsequence 
of all this we are not ovr own^ but bought with a price. 
May we glorify God in our bodies and spirits, which are 
his!" 
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LEARN TO STOOP. 
[Related in a letter from Dr. Franklin to Dr. S. Mather.] 

^^Tac Imt im^ I faw jtotur father wi|s in 1724. Oa 
tltkii^ mj isafe, he shewed me a ihorter way oat of the 
house, (through a narrow passage, which was grossed by a 
beaon oier he^. We were still talking as I withdrew,he 
^pceimpaQ jing me behind, and f turning V>W^ ^^^ when 
]|e said hastily, StoopI StoopI I did not understand 
hhn (ill I ielt ^y hei|d hit against the beam* He was s{ 
miin irha net^r missfd an occasion of giying instruction; 
imi) oppo this hP said to me, Vou are young y and have ih^ 
tjfQtUi^^regam STOQPasyougo tfyraugk U^and^QifTfiH 
«M'« mm^ tffTft t^^lf^$. Tk\$ ad?}f 9, tjius ^^t ioto Vfif 
]|^, }m& f f^^u^My ^Bfi^ 9^ »»9« ^^ mK ^^ I oJf^«* ^^^ 
^ it vl^Q } BQfi pffdp ^lorf 1^, ao4 m^fprtpju^ lupM^ 
i»Wm people, ^ tfieif Qmfm ^hfiijc l|fifflf to^ |||g>j V 



A STRING OF COMPARISONS. 

How brittle is glass, and how slipp'ry the ice! 

How fleeting a shadow... a bubble how thin! 
So brittle, so slippery, so fled in a trice 

Are the jay» of the world, ^d the pleasjureB of nn- 

How glorious the sun, and how pure is the light! 

How firm is the rock, and how boundless the sea! 
Qut more full, and n»ore firm, ^nd more pure, and moFf brigi)t, 

▲re the blessings, Ueligioii, created by thee. 



$ 
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HVMN FOR A CfilLD, 

Since J^esus loves to hear his praife 

Arise from infant tongues. 
Let us not waste our yOuthftd dijs 

In vain and idle songs. 

We can't too early serve the Lord, 

Nor love his name too dear; 
Nor prize too much his precious word, , 

Kbr teifrn too soon his fdiar. 

The pleasures that his children find, 

Ez^ed the dinner^s mirth; 
Are food for the immortal milid, 

Aad <uit our humble birth. 



ANOTHER. 

Let tittle ehildreu learn 
Crod's holy name to praise. 
And with the eye of faith discern 
The Gitardian of their days. 

Let morning, noon, and night. 
With every act, proclaim 
That God's their first, their chief delight, 
And Christ their only aim. 

Let love of peace and joy 
The spring of life engage; 
Nor let earth's vanities destroy 
The hope of riper age. 



A JEW. 
A Jew went from Paris to Rome, in order to acquire a 
jost idea of the Christian religioD, as at the fountain head» 
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There he beheld simony, iatrigae, ^ad abominations of all 
«orts; and, after gratifying his curiosity in every particu- 
lar, returned to France, where he gave a detail of his ob- 
servations to a friend, by whom he had been long solicited 
to abjure Judaism. From such a recital, the Christian ex. 
pected nothing but an obstinate perseverance in the old 
worship; and was struck with amazement when the Jew 
acquainted him with his resolution of requesting baptism 
upon thefoliowinggrounds of conviction; thathe had seen 
at Rome every body from the pope down to the beggar, 
using ail their efforts to subvert the Christian faith; 
which, nevertheless, daily took deeper and firmer root, and 
must therefore be of divine institution. 



THE IRREGULAR TREE. 
Seeing a tree grow somewhat irregular, in a very neat 
orchard, says Mr. Flavel, 1 told the owner, It was a pity 
that tree should stand there; and that, if it were mine, I 
would root it u p, and thereby reduce the orchard to an exact 
uniformity. He replied, ^^ that he rather regarded the 
fruit than the.form; and that this light inconveniency was 
abundantly preponderated by a more considerable advan- 
tage." "This tree," said he, "which you would root up 
hath yielded me more fruit than many of those trees which 
have nothing else to commend them but their regular situ. ^ 
ation." I could not but yield to the reason of this answer; 
and could wish it had been spoken so loud, that all our 
uniformity men had heard it; who would not stick to root 
up many hundreds of the best bearers in the Lord's 
orchard, because they stand not in exact order with other 
more conformable, but less beneficial, trees, whodo,|)er- 
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dere sub stantiam propter accidentia^ destroy. the fruits to 
preserve the form. 



THE BEST ELECTION. 

A FRAGMSNT Of AN ELECTION CONVERSATION, BETWEEN 
A CANDIDATE AND HIS CHRISTIAN FRIEND. 

Candidate. My dear sir, can you inform m6 how I may 
secure my election? 

Friend. Yes, sir; by diligence. You must give all 
diligence to make it sure. 

Cand. That I have already done, sir; I have spared, J[ 
assure you, neither trouble nor expense. I ha?e opened 
hoQses for entertainment; I have canvassed personally; 
I have employed agents to collect voters; I have set the 
printer to work on broadsides and handbills; and, to let 
you into a secret, I have got a clever fellow from London 
to draw them up; one who is used to write for the news, 
papers, and can dfraw up an advertisement with spirit, and 
a little smart abuse of my antagonists. 

Fr. Alas! Sir, that a gentleman and a Christian, as you 
no doubt profess to be, should stoop to such arts, to influ. 
encc ^nd corrupt the minds of the people. I heartily wish 
yon would bestow as much pains to secure your election 
for a better place! 

Cand. A betteV place, sir! How do you mean? Is not 
this as respectable a borough as any in this part of the 
country? 

Fr. True, sir; but I refer to a city, and even an 
heavenly one. The true Christian, sir, is "a citizen of no 
mean city." My advice is, to *'give all diligence to make 
your election sure" jn the New Jerusalem. 

Vol. I. 18 ' 
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Cand. O ho! I aodcrstand yon now. But gentlemen 
of yoor sentiments, 1 belieTe, consider that business as al- 
ready settled? Do not you, sir, consider your election 
already fixed and unalterable? 

fV. Not more, sir, than the business in which yoa 
are engaged. 

Cand. How so? I wish my election were as sure as 
you represent* 

JFV. And do you not think ihe ewent b known to God? 

Cand. Certainly. 

Fr. Then the erent is sure to him. 

Cand. No doubt of it. 

JFV. And must infallibly correspond with his fore* 
knowledge. 

Cand. That it is certainly foreknown to the Supreme 
Being I havfi no doubt; bat that does not make it snt^ 
to me. 

Fr. I admit that,and therefore your anxiety to make it 
sure to you. But why not employ the same diligence in a 
case of infinitely more importance? 

Cand. O, sir, if I am to be saved, I shall be sa?ed; and 
if not, you know I cannot help it. 

Fr. And if you are to be elected for this borough, you 
will he elected; why then all this trouble and expense? 

Cand. Ah, sirl If I do not use the means, I know that 
I shall not be chosen. 

Fr. And what reason have you to suppose yon shall be 
saved without means? 

Cand, That subject we will defer, if you please, to a 
^^more convenient season.'' I must wait on' my electors. 

Fr. Alas! sir; so said Felix, the Roman governor^ 
when Paul ^'reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and 
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judgment to come;" but that season ncrer came; and I 
much fear it may be so with you. The world will always 
find you an excuse for neglectii^ religion; and the enemy 
of souls will represent e?ery thing as more important than 
the one thing needful* The Lord awaken you from the 
delusion. 



ETERNITY. 

Eternity, strictly taken, is the peculiar attribute of 
Deity. Creatures may be immortal, and exist for efcr; 
but it is God alone who knows no beginning. In this view, 
bowevcr, it is in vain to attempt a distinct or accurate idea, 
^^od is groat, and we know him not." The most acute 
philosophers dispute in Tain of his existence; nor can the 
genrius of an Aristotle, or a Cicero; of a Bacon, a New- 
ton, or a Locke, penetrate the clouds of mystery which 
fiorround his throne; or e?en, as Watts expresses it, 
" Stretch out a thought half way to God." 

But, applying the term, in its more, restricted sense, to 
creatures, we begin^to comprehend it. We can conceive 
existence without end, because we cannot conceive an end 
to all existence. In this view, eternity gives perfection 
to happiness, and extremity to misery. With this attri- 
bute, the enjoyment of a worm would exceed the tempo- 
rary pleasures of a man; and the sting of a fly become 
more intolerable, by its perpetuity, than the torture of the 
stone. Human ingenuity has been exhausted, as the wis. 
dom rf ap angel might be, in attempting to delineate ex« 
istence without end. The days of eternity ha?e been com- 
pared to the l^aires of the forest, and to the blades of the 
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meadow; to the drops of the ocean, and to the sands 
upon its shores; to the stars of the sky, and to the 
beams of the sun; but wlaftt arc Ica?e8 and blades, and 
drops and sands, and stars and sunbeams, to eternity? 
Add the whole, and multiply them by each other, sub- 
tract the mighty sum, and it would diminish nothing from 
thf ages of immortaiit)"; from the duration of asouU 

It is this idea which gives importance to human life. 
Considered in itself, ^^What is our life^ It is a yapor." 
But consider it in connexion with a future state, and it is 
of infinite importance. The vapor ascends, and loses it- 
self in the atmosphere, till, by and by, the whole horizon 
is coveied, aud the heavens are clothed in blackness. 
Thus time expands into eternity; and human life, vain 
and transient as it is, acquires the character of infinity. 

Characters for eternity are formed in time. The bios, 
som is set, and the fruit must correspond. Heaven and 
hell are begun on earth. 

Here the affections choose their object, which eternity 
will not change. The heart naturally embraces sinful 
pleasures, and, while in a state of unregeneracy, will seek 
uo higher enjoyment; but, if renewed by grace, these 
things will become rather objects of aversion, and theaf. 
fections will aspire to purer and suWimer objects; that is, 
to the enjoyment of eternity. 

Here a iaste is formed which we shall carry with us to 
the eternal state. If this taste be spiritual, it will prepare 
us for the spiritual and divine enjoyments of the heavenly 
world; for communion with saints and angels, with Qpd 
and the Lamb; but, if ''earthly, sensual, and devilish,*' it 
is an awful preparation for the burning lake. 
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Jo 9hQrt, tbk ^nhj^cty etj&rnity, ha$ a twofold aspect^ 
Mike that of the miraculons cloud id the wilderness, whicb,, 
while It afforded light and guidance to the chosen race of 
Ifrael) exhibited to the Egyptians nothing but gloom^hor* 
ror, an^ the ^^blackness of darkness;" an awful type of • 
that wh^^h is for ever. 

God of eternity! Open to our minds such a view of this 
ininitely in^portant subject, as may, while it diminishes all 
the little concerns of mortality, fix our attention and our 
hearts upon t^e sublime and celestial glories of the eternal 

world! 

Gently flows the stream of life 

Soft along the floVry yalei 
Ofi impetuous down the clifi; 

r rdars when storms assail. 



Tis an ever vary'd flood. 
Always rolling to its sea; 

8low, or quick, or mild, or rude. 
Tending to eternity. 



CONamEBATIONS FOR MINISTERS. 
Go^D Mr. W. MS^d to bay he considered three things 
when he preached. 1. I have immortal souls to deal with. 
2. Thtre is a fall and free salvation for such. 3. All the 
blessingil of that gospel are treasured up in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

It is desirable that every mininster would consider well 
the same things. 

A LAY COMMENTATOR, 
At the time when the late Mr. Lacy was pastor of the 
Baptist church at Portsea^ some of the brethren, chiefly 
Vol. I. ♦18 
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thoM of f be dockyard, constmiUy vaiiercd in ike momkkg 
of the Lord's day, at »fat o'clock, by neetiog io tke watiy 
for social prayer, exbortation^aiidcoDfcfeBceoBsoviepor. 
tion of 8criptiirealt«rnately.* At one of these conference 
meetings, the text led to charity; alf spoke in thdr turn, 
if they chose, when it rested with Charles Benjamin, wh« 
was a wateifman, and ItTed between Portsmoeth and Gos. 
port. His comment on the trait was as follows; ^>I shall 
say nothing more than this; we have been talking of char* 
ity; it would be good to put it in exercise; here is our 
brother, Ephraim Forth, goes to dock every morning thia 
cold weather, without a^ great coat; and here is my shiU 
ling towards buying him one." The good men took the 
hint; and Ephraim was enabled td purchase the necessary 
next day, and wept to dock, + ^^warmed,ifnotqultefilled." 
Query.. ..Can the laity expound scrtpture? 



THE PRAYING SOLDIEB. 
During the late unhappy commotions in Ireland, a 
private soldier in the army of Lord CorowalHs- was daily 
observed to be absent from his quarters, and from the 
company of bis fellow soldiers. He began to be suspected 
of withdrawing himself for the purpose of holding inter, 
course with the rebels; and on this suspicion, probably 
increased by the malice of hb wicked comrades, be was 
tried by a court martial, and condemned to die. The mar. 
quis hearing of this, wished to examine the minutes of the 
trial; and, not being satisfied, sent for the man to converse 

* This laudable custom, I Bod, is still contiuued there, and has 
been without intermissioD, for more tiian half a century, 
t James ii. 16. ' 
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witii liiiB. Upon being kiterrogftted^tke ptistm^ tfolettnly 
diMTOwed every tressoBablepraoficeorintentioDydediired 
1m skieepe attachinedt Co bis sotevdgn, and bis readiness 
to IWe and die in bis service; be affirmed, tbat tbe ireal 
cause of hb frequent absence was, thatii^ migbt obtain a 
l^bMse of f etiremeM fbr tbe purpose of ^rltate prayer j for 
irkicb bis lord»bip knew h^ bid no opportunity among his 
profane comrades, who bad become bh enemies tnerely on 
account of bis' profession of religion. He said, be bad 
made this defence on bis trial; but the officers thought it 
so improbab]e,that they paid no attention to it. The mar. 
quis, in order to satisfy himself as to the truth of his de- 
fence, observed, that if so, be must have acquired some 
considerable aptness in this exercise. Tb6 pobr man re. 
plied, that as toabHity, be had nothing to boast of. The 
marquis then inslnted on bis kneeling down and praying 
aloud before him; vrbich be did, and poured forth his soul 
before God with such copiousness, fluency, and ardor, that 
tbe marquis took him by the hand, and said, he was satis- 
fied that no man could pray in that manner who did not 
lite lu the habit of intercourse with his God. He not only 
revoked the sentence, but received him into his peculiar 
favor, placing him among his personal attendants; where, 
it is said, he still continues in the way to promotion. 

. On reading tite above, e^^ry serious mind will be led to 
reflect on the remarkable intervention of Providence in be- 
half of this man of prayer; for this is the most prominent 
feature in tbe Christian character. He could not live 
without prayer, though he thereby exposed himself to the 
suspicion and hat red of his associates,and even endangered 
bis life; bat tbe God whom, like Daniel, he served, knew 
bow to deliver him in the perilous hour; and not onljr 
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heard his prayers, but made the exercise of this doty itself 
the meaa of his deHverance. O how does this reproach 
those who live without prayer^ though they ha?e every 
opportunity for retirement,, unseen and unsuspected! 

This anecdote also does equal honor to the character of 
the illustrious marquis, and iQ the British nation; who can 
boast of commanders warmly attach^ to that religion and 
piety, which so many^ in the present day, treat with con- 
temptuous scorn. 



THE REV. MB. HERVEY AND THE PLOUGHMAN. 

Ik the parish where Mr. Her?ey preached, when of, 
Armiuiaa sentiments, there resided a ploughman, who 
usually attended the ministry of the late Dr. Doddridge. 
Mr. HerTey being advised by his physician, for the benefit 
of his health, to follow the plough, in order to smell the 
fresh earth, frequently accompanied the ploughman in his 
rural avocation. One morning the following conversation 
passed: 

Mr. Hervey* My friend, I understand you can speak 
the language of Canaan. 

Floughman, A little, sir. 

Mr, H. Then I will propose you a question; What do 
you think is the hardest thing in religion? 

Plough, I am a poor illiterate man, and you, sir, are 
a minister; I beg leave to return the question. 

Mr, H. Then, 1 conceive the hardest thing in religion 
Is to renounce sinful flesh. 

Plough, I do not think so, sir. 

Mr. H. Then, will you give me your opinion? 
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Plough. Why, sir, the hardest thing in religion is^ to 
deny righteous self. You know I do not come to hear 
yon preach; but go every sabbath with my family to 
Northampton, to hear Dr. Doddridge. We rise early 
in the morning, and have prayer before we set out; in 
which I find pleasure. Walking there and back, I find 
pleasurl; under the sermon I find pleasure; when at the 
Liord's table, I find pleasure; we read a portion of scrip, 
ture, and go to. prayer in the evening, in which I find 
pleasure; but, to this moment, I find it the hardest thing 
to deny righteous se{f* 

The simple recital of the poor man so affected Mr. Her. 
Tey, that it proved a blessing to his soul; and the plough- 
man henceforth became his bosom friend. 



IT 03 NBCBS8A&Y TO MAKE PEBPARATIOK POR A 
JOURNEY. 
It is written of a gentleman who died T^ry suddenly, 
that his jester ran to the other servants, and having told 
them that their master was dead^ he, with much gravity, 
added, ^^There! And where is he gone?" The servaQts 
replied, "Why, he is gone to heaven, to b^ sure." "No," 
said the jester; "he is not gone to heaven, I am certain." 
The servants with much warmth, asked, how he knew 
that his master was not gone to heaven? The jester then 
replied, ^^ Because heaven is a great way off, and I never 
knew my master tkke a long journey in jny Hfe,but he al* 
ways talked of it some time before hand, and also made 
preparation for it; but I never heard him talk about heav- 
en, nor ever saw him make preparation for death: an^, 
therefore, 1 am sure he has not gone to heaven." 
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8K£TCH OF A BULOGUB AMONG THE BLESSED. 

Minis (ring Spirit, Ansels and saints rejoice! I biiag 
yoQ a trophy of sovereign grace from that land of idofs^ 
Bengal. To your happy company I introduce the spirit 
of a converted Hindoo. 

Heavenly Host. Glory be to God in the highest! All 
heaven shall resound with the songs of his redeemed; and 
let the whole earth he filed with his praises. 

St/am Dass,* Brethren, I greet you all. Behold oi^ 
who, in «in, having grown old, was already sinking into 
endless perdition; yet my sonl has been snatched as a 
brand from the burning; my former idols forsaking, of sia 
repenting, the true Sayior embradng, I have tasted the 
sweetness of his love. 

Brunsdon. What, are you one of the first fruits of In- 
dia? Did you come hither from Serampore? 

Syam Dass, Yes; there for many years I lived, fol- 
lowing th^ vain customs of the heathen, and the way <^ 
life not knowing. There also I heard the word of truth, 
and found pardon thrtiugh the blood of Jesus. 

Brunsdon. How were you induced to obey the call of 
the gospel, and made willing to reject your cast, for the 
lo?e of the Sarior. 

Sjfam Dass, I cannot say that I lost my cast for the 
love of Christ; I had long ago been drawn, by a far mean- 
er passion, to make that sacrrlfice; for, without any sort of 
marriage, I have li?ed above thirty years il^ith nFerikghee 
woman. 

Brunsdon. How then was you delivered from that en- 
snaring connexion, which, while it prevented the pride of 
cast from operating on your mind^ would yet foran a strong 
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objection^ though of a different kind, to jour embradng 
a holy gospel? 

Syam Dass. As I confined myself entirely to this wo- 
man, I did not see, at my first conYiction of sin, the eYil of 
thus lifing with her; but as light increased, I was grieved 
at my having done all things dnring my state of heathen^ 
l8m,in an unholy manner. Then, consulting the mission, 
ary brethren,! determined, according to their adfice,tobe 
married brfore many witnesses. This was done at the 
mieBion house, not after the form of the Hindoos, but with 
prayer and exhortation, as becometh saints, who perform 
all in the name of the Lord Jesus. 

Brunsdon* Ol brother fountain, here is a saved Hin- 
doo! Though we were not permitted to gather in much 
of our LordU harveat^'yet the work of the Savior is going 
en in Bengal. 

Fountain. - 1 know it already; for brother Powell also 
is just arrived, who has been telling me news which re- 
joices all my soul. The knowledge of our Redeemer Is 
beginning to spread up the country, in a more remarkable 
manner than ever we witnessed, ^any scores have brok- 
,fPBi the chain of the ca$t; and numbers are studying the 
scriptures, and have resolved to avow themselves the disci- 
ples of Christ. I suppose this is the s|^lrit of Syam Dass, 
the first martyr of India. 

S^iam Doss. Very unworthy was I of such an honor; 
yet I confess, to the praise of our beloved Jesus, that I 
lost my life in endearoring to subserve his cause. 

Fountain. Hasanyrevolutionin that sinful world which 
yon have left, given power to the Brahmans of perse* 
eating the followers of Christ? Surely, neither the Dan- 
tsh nor the British government would sanction such a deed. 
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S^wn Dm$9. No, brother; ti» sUAe of ootwmrd ^sgs 
remains anchaeged; and both got emnients are more and 
more convinced of the integrity of themitsionar j brethren. 
By a lawless mob vraa I murdered, returning from the 
country to Serampore. 

POW0IL Brother Dass, I rejoice to see jon; and to 
meet joa also, dear Brnosdon, in this blessed world! I 
have been telling hrot^r Thomas how the Lord enabled 
our Hindoo brother to seal his testimony with his blood. 
He will communicate the news to Grant; indeed, it will 
spread swifter than lightning through these realms of bliss. 
All heaven rejoices in your salTation, and admires the 
grace which made you faithful unto death. 

Thomtts, Saved Hindoo! We have brought brother 
Stephen, the first martyr in the days of the apostles, to 
congratulate thee on the honor which Christ has confer* 
red upon thee, 

Ssfum Dass. 'Venerable Stephen, for thy history Ithank 
my dear Savior, and holy brother Luke, who recorded it. 
Of thee I thought when I was dying, and endeavored, 
like thee, to pray fur my murderers. 

Stephen. Our Lord is the same yesterday, today, md 
for ever. He is conqueror over death and hell^ who alone 
gave us the victory. I rejoice in thee as a monument of 
his unchanging grace. Let us for ever celebrate his praise. 

S^am Dtt€s. Not unto us, not unto us, but unto his 
glorious name is all the glory due! Once I hardly dared 
have thought of calling thee, who was so early employed 
in the work of the Lord, my brother; but 1 now feet that 
we are all one in Christ Jesus. All pride is removed from 
my heart, w)iile I am also freed from all fear, and every kind 
of painful sensation. I perceive in you, my honored 
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hrodMr, th6 mott j^^eci faiuBility and beiiefOleii«e; and 
I eajoy y oor holy lova with the waraiMt retumof gratitude 
aad couifdaceii^jr. 

Grant* O beloved Hindoo! I r«joica gicatly to behold 
thee 10 this state of bliss. In all the trivrnpht of grace do 
I exoltf but to see oaoof thenatives of that country ^w here 
I OBce hoped (o ha^e bejen empjoyed for my blessed Sav. 
ior, affords ne peculiar pl^ure. My spiritual father 
Marfhman, I find, is happily succeeded in the work of the 
Lord. 

S^fom Doss. Yes; he has lately been up the country 
withPeetumber, Mitter, and Bharat, to visit a nomber of 
Hindoos, who had for some time been convinced of the lak 
lacy of the old «relif ions of the country; among whom 
God seemed to have been preparing his way, almost as ho 
prepared the friends of Cornelius f^r the visit of Petar* 
Many now appear to be earnestly seeking the tcue way ot 
life, and are determined to own the name of Christ. 

Crrant. Welcome, dear brother, welcome to the skies I 
Bnt tell us how you finishodjoar course, andempoffienoeil 
the power of our Lord t0 su pport you, when snfferingdeatk 
by the hands of violence. 

S^atn Dots, Brother Bharat had been sent up the 
couiitry,to the new. inf ukers after the gospel, with letters 
from the missionaries, and returtied la safety. I also was 
willing io carry a written me8sa|;e,to inform my country, 
men of the Friend of sinners. There were amny Hindoos, 
at another flaee, nearer toSerampore, who, despising the 
DebUJtfy aad not beyofiog Mahomet to be divinely com- 
missioned, owned that there was one God; bnt knew not 
how he wonld bo served, nor how sinnen could be saved* 
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To them I (uurriedi a loring w? HatioB, to cMl thim to tint 
Sa? ior who came to ia?e the lost aed unworthy. They, 
Beeouog more iDclioed to cast off all felig»oa thaa to em* 
brace the holy gospel, did not pay great atteation to the 
stpreseatatioa of oar brethrt^n. Yet they received m« dwm 
illy; and maoy of them took our papers, aad some eopiet 
of God's word, whkh they prombed to raid. Thus tb^ 
dismissed me, with a letter to the missionaries. But as I 
was returoiog, QMiny Hindoos were mad apoa their idols, 
being also stirred up by the Brafamans, who feared the pro- 
gress of thegospel,aod, besetting me round, mnrdcred me. 

Th^mms. How was your mind affected when yon per- 
ceired their murderous intentions? 

S^m Ba$i. Fear for a moment prefaiHng, I ^to^Q io 
make my escape; but finding tiiat impossible, and think. 
iag of the lore of Christ, who laid down faki life for me, I 
leit willing^ if euch sh«ald be his pleasure^ to lay my life 
down for him. If the great and giorione Savior died for 
poor nawnrthf sinners, why sbenid o«t a saved sinner die 
far his gracious Savior? A trans«&nt thought of my wife, 
and her son Neeloo, oecuixed to my mind; fearing lest my 
death should make them more averse io embracing the 
gospel; and I knew it would grei^ly gi^ve my brethren 
and teachers; bat I gave tfaaro all up to onr wise and lov- 
ing Lord. Calling on him to receive my spirit; it soon left 
the body. Then at once my powers seemed \oti in a calm 
rapture; lov^ confidence, and joy, filling all mj mind; 
while I perceived an holy angel joining me in songs of 
praise, who speedily condneted me to these blest abodee. 

Peurcc: Hinddo brotherl Though I never «arw the 
plaiasof Benga],yet have l4 n yVuider world poured out in- 
Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



mBKmA prsytrd #br t^e saec^ss of (he mission. I think it 
the greatest honor o«r Lord pot upon me on earth, that 
Jh$ «ttrred me »p to be one pf the first who promoted 
tltt p(an^ and) had he seen fit to have employed me, I 
would most gladljr hate become myself a missionary. My 
dear eonmrywen, who were so soon called away from their 
woffk in India, when the fields first seemed ripe for har- 
vest, ha?e given me great joy,^ by the rnformation they 
JbroKght^thatsevecal of your countrymen hod become obe- 
dient to the faith; but year arrival here affords me still 
liif her pleafturer 

S^am Dn99. Are you that charming Pearce, whose me- 
moirs were sent to onr brethren? Felix once translated to 
.D ^ some of yon? letters, and the sweet account of yonr 
dt. ' h. How will ottff nalioii for ever bless yonr graeions 
Lprd,for filliog your heart,and the hearts of your br^hrea 
IB England, with such toider croneern for our salv«tion! 
P^iir^. I am thai saved slimer. O what a debtor to 
gf^ceam I! So indeed are we all. Heaven Is fall of in. 
9<^lveni debtors^ whonever^ never can repay onr eialted 
loim^nsel for the love which passes knowledge! How 
could we taste U on earth, and not be constrained to 
greater activity! 

4%fli9i Dms* O happy Engtith,vrho have enriched Ben- 
- gal with the knowledge of such, a Savior! 

J^emrce, Here is the blessed Erskiae, from Seotli^, 
wMch is Ihe northern part of Britain, who helped our little 
Mmwiy witk his prayers, from its very conm^cemeat. 
He wa% on earth, a g^erous lover of all good men, of 
whatever denosniaaiton. If they did but love Jesus Christ 
la sincerity^ he loved th<^ with a pure h^rt fervently. 
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S^tm Da$i* Whjr, tomkA Mjr one, wbofr h%mt - 
pvvified by laitli in Qurisi^ daotlierwif*? 

Er^kim. Ak^ ijwml Yeu Mver kaev li«w tlieClirisi. 
tiM9 of Evrofie ar* divided iiil# ft vAriitj of a««t^, sad 
tkoof b the Uiiftgs in whicb A^ 9g/n$ mm lar ««v att*. 
si9fo«» and hmh^ imporiiMit Qmn idboM o» wUoli'tli^ Hi* 
fer, jet tliey find many inpedimeuls to Ibeir union^atiiiBg 
fro«i tlw efUs of tbeir benKts, nnd thecmll of tnl«ii,»]io 
makes UM of those ^forenoos to obeok iMr love. I 
UetsGod Umt I hftbitnliUy felt a stroiif alfeotionf Of oH tho 
friends of free gt^ce and trne holiness; a»d nowtkat 
which was lacking innijlove bolow^is perlaatlyflv^lM. 
I f ejoice earoodiagly that tb« lahom of ay ^piisl b»lK 
iwn have bean crowaad with s««cessf and i mmfmmmMt^ 
brother Daas that jnottf bibod Wftli bei as k wwre^ the Moi 
of ^ fih»rcb« 

S^mmDa9€. IfadpoflDotlyassandtbatoiirLovdwtt 
ovarrole all /ot the ge^ of bit own cuntOw Ho will ten 
for »y brethfOB^ and ooaif<^ tMr heatt»$ and,-^iluipi^ 
my widow and her ton naf be brwagbt also to know bis 



Erikime* My brotiier Ed wards, wllo wwt latdy fyreoft. 
dent of Schenectady college, in ABitrica,4o wiioiecoriwo» 
pondeace I introdiioid some of yoar English friends, bas 
brought his dear fatjher with bbn, to oongtalalatc yo« ow 
your arrif al. 

EdwHirdif junior. The saif ed of aU covntsieo mid all 
ages meat bore, with tbo most coriiai affsmion, and aswlt . 
in each other's happinass; bnt itrnfferds a pecaUaagnUlft. 
cation to aae the fi/Ml fruits of a constry so ioog ofornm 
with falsa religicm ond IMatrjp. 
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i%«M Daf«* Surely^ no country on earth can be sunk 
lovrer in ignorance^Tioe^ and cruel sup6r6tUion,than mine! 
¥€t tbere^ vnr Lord hnving begun to triuBip]i,wiU ^kMibt- 
kss provail of er 411 oppotltlon. I remember how brother 
Ptetsmbee oi^e exuited In the thought; ^^ There is^*' 
i^ho^ ^^an irrevocable decree, that Ghriftt Jesut flhall 
be manileftted to Bengal." 

BdmanUj senior* Who can dottbt it, that has aiiy ac- 
qaidntnilce with the most sure words of. prophecy, con- 
tained In the serf pt ures of truth I The aeal of tbe Lord of 
beets Is pledged for their accomplbhrneat. I reniember 
that when I IWed upon earthy ^^My heart was much set on 
the adTaneement of Christ's kingdom in the world. When 
I read tbe history of past ag^, the pkasantest thing in all 
my reading m^as, ihe promotion of the cause oi Christ. 
Whenever I expected^ in a course of readiag, to come to 
any aceouuts of this Sort, I teel^ooed ufK>n it all the way I 
read; and my mind wtH then delighted trith the prophe- 
ties tff the future triutfiphs of the Redeemer." The ac« 
mMmts which my dear son, and others, who have lately 
come to this upper world, have given me, respecting the 
soaieties Ivktaied in Btifatn and Ameriea, for the propaga- 
tlo»o# the gospri,. hat ^ a&rded me onntterable pleasare. 

Grmrt* In my last ilMss i^ felt somewhat dejected at 
the prospect ^behig remo»ed befonri could do any thing 
for God, or had seen the brethren who went before us to 
India. Bat, as soon as deathtote the veil fr<mi my eyes, I 
sa«eads#€ornotbittgbntsallsiaetidliandgratltttde. God 
na^bcoldbev Moiehroan the ehlel iastrumeot of savitt^.me 
from inidelity and error; aM then employed me as the 
means of turning his mind to missionary work. I am re» 
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ceited into this heafenly itate; while he coBtiooes with 
dear brother Ward, and with the excellent Carey, whom I 
never saw on eaith, to labor wkh diligence and Uicreasiag 
sacoess. My widow also b serviceable in the coacens of 
the family; and my children are training up, i tmst, for 
fatore asefolness* All Is wdl; all has been ordered by 
infallible wisdom. 

Edward9^ jun. Your bre^en mast have be^ gnatiy 
tried by the saccesslre removals of their fellow laborers. 
Bnt what they know not now they shall f ally naderstaad in 
faturity. BrotherDass^s death,no doubt,«ffilct8 them ex. 
ceedingly; bot still it is connterbalanced by their success 
up the coantry. Greater opposftion-mfist be expected, as 
satan feels his kingdom shaken* All oiii«r« that are en. 
gaged in missionary attempts mast expect tike triab, 
though they may differ in varioas circnmstances. Bot this 
Hindoo brother is like the sheaf of theHrst fmlts whidi 
was ordered to be waved before the Lord. The harv^t 
shall follow in Bengal, and in all nations. They that go 
forth weeping, bearing precions seed, shall in due time 
reap, not fainting. 

Stephen. Let as attend oor brotksr td thctiifone of 
Uie slaughtered Lamb; In whose book of life it now ap>. 
pears, his name was written before the world began. 

Saints* Salvation to oar God, who sittelh npon tbe 
throne; and unto the Lamb, who halh redeemed (mup soak 
with his blood! 

Angels. Amen! Bles^g, and glory, and wMom,«iid 
thsnksgiTing, and honor, and power, and might, lie mito 
oilr God forever and ever! Amen. 
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BURNING THE BIBLE. 
A 80CIXTT oC geatlemen, most of whom had enjoyed a 
liberal edocaUoa, and were persons of polished manners, 
bnt had, unhappily^imbibed io&lel principles, used to as- 
semble at each others' hoii8es,forthe purposes of ridicoliog 
the 8criptares,and hardening one anotherin their unbelirf. 
At last,they nnaBimousI y formed a resointion,solemnl j to 
bare tlie Bible; and so to be troubled namore with a book 
whicfa was so hostile to their principles, and dbquieting to 
their consciences. The day fixed upon arriYed; a large 
ire was prepared,a Bible was laid on the table,and a flow- 
ing bowl ready to drink its dirge. For the execution of 
their plan, they fixed upon a young gentleman of high 
birth, brilliant yI? acity , and elegance of manners. He un- 
dertook the task; and after a few enlirening glasses^ 
MBidst the applauses of his jovial compeers,he approached 
the table, took up the Bible, and was walking resolutely 
forward to put it into the fire; but happening to gi?e it a 
look, all at once he was seised with trembling; paleness 
OTcrspread his countenance, and^ he seemed convulsed. 
Be returned to tlie td^le, and lajtng down the Bible, said, 
with a strong asscYeration, ^'We will not burn thai booJcy 
till we get a better.^ 

Socm after this, the same gay and llYcly young gen- 
tleman died; asd, on his death bed, was led to true re- 
pentance; deri?ing unshaken hopes of forglTeness, and 
•I fatttta Uessedness, from thtA book he was once going' 
taboni* 
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UNES WRnTBN ON A BLANK LEAF OF A POCKET 
BIBLE. 

Precious book! Of books tbe best; 
Dearest gift of GufBi, but One; 
Tli»t mrpmmu A the rerti 
GiaQCGod'jibetoT«dSoii« 

Blessed Spirit! Heftretily Dore! 
TlMe r d sligiit MA. tbee I lov«t 
By thy power, and tkioe alen§f 
The vahie of these .gifts Pre knows. 



INFTOEL Wrr REPEIXED. 
A GAT young spark, of a deistical turn, travelling in a 
stage coach to London, forced his sentiments on the com- 
pany, by attempting to ridicule the scriptures; and,among 
other topics, made himself merry with the story of Da?id 
and Goliah, strongly urging the impossibility of a youth 
like David, being able to throw a stone with sufficient 
for^e to sink into the giant's forehead. On this he appeal- 
ed to the company, and in particular to a grave gentleman 
of the denomination called Quakers, who sat silent in one 
corner of the carriage. ^ indeed, friend," replied he, ^^l 
do not think it at all improbable, if the Philistine's head 
was as soft as thine." 



THE PEARL OF GREAT PRICE. 

It was an excelknt reply of a friend of mlnty said Mt» 
£.«••, when a gentleman took kirn np'<»n the leads of kis 
house, to shew him the extent of his possessions; waving 
his hand about, ^^Thercj" says he, ^Hhat is my estate.'* 
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Then pointing to a great distance, on one side, ^^Do you 
see tliat farm?" <^Yes." <*WeU, that is mine." Pointing 
again tothe other side, ^'DoyonseethMhonse?^' ^^Yes." 
^'That also belongs to me." Then, said my friend, ^^Do 
yon see that little Yillageonft yonder?" ^^Yes." ^^Well, 
there llvei a poor woman In that Tillage, who can say more 
than all iM9.'' <^Ahl What can s^ jsy?" ^^Why, she 
ean say, Christ is mtBe»" "* J^ looJied coQfonnded,and said 
no more. 



THE MAN OF THE WORLD, AND THE CHRISTIAN. 
Ca?t. Maciiianiara, who lately lulled Col. Montgomery 
in a dael, intimated, on hit trial, that he cdnld ha?e oTor*. 
looked the conduct of bis antagonist, if the public would 
hare OTerlookcd his in doiog so. The public opinion, 
therefore, was his god. Religion and humanity, as be itt 
elect acknowledged, might require him lo iict other ivisei 
bnt be was a gentleman, and public opinion must be 
obeyed! 

Col. Gardiner rccei?ed a challenge; but Col. Gardiner 
was a Christian. ^4 am afraid of sinning," said he; ^^but 
yOs know I am not afraid of fighting;" and thus declined 
the challen|e. Query^ did this answer imply that he was 
a coward? 



AN ESTIMATE OF TIME. 

TiMVi vfa», iftpast^ thou eani$ oqt it reeal; 
Time is, thou hast, emploj the portion small^ 
Time future is not, and may never be; 
Time .prev^ is the milf time ft)^ the«. ' 
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EXTRAORDINABY CONVJ&RSION OF A DEIST. 

[Copied ftma die Georgia Anftljrtiei) Uepomsturv, eoadoeted bj Bett 
Mr, Holeombe- ] 

Among the many instances of the triumphant power of 
the gospel which ha?e occurred in the now spreading re. 
Tival of religion, the conyersion of I>r. Porter deseTTes par- 
ticular notice. This remarkable Instance of thedisphiy of 
free and soT^reign grace, took place at a meeting, which 
l)egan on Friday, the 27th of March, 1 802, at New Pro?i. 
dence church,in Mecklcnbnrgh county, North Carolina* 
The account was taken from his own mouth, four weeks 
after his contersion, by an Intelligent and respectable ^a- 
tleman of Charleston, South Carolina. The following i» 
the doctor's wonderful narrative: 

I was nearly a confirmed deist; and, though religionstj 
educated, despised religion. At the great meeting ia 
Mecklenburgh, I had the curiosity to attend. For iieaHy 
four days f continued on the ground, though oft«n deter, 
mined to leave It, without feeling any unusual impression, 
eicept what was occasioned by the cries of the distressed; 
and though I sometimes prayed to be religiously impress- 
ed, I never felt more careless and hardened in my Ufe. 
On Monday eTening, while I was sitting kt Mr. M^Rea's 
tent, reflecting on the strength of my body, and the happy 
state of my mind, notwithstanding the fatigue and want of 
rest I had undergone, I was suddenly struck withaa unu- 
sual sensation in the pit of my stomach, which, in a short 
time, pervaded my chest in general. 1 felt no pain; but 
apprehended immediate d^ath. L endeavored ta remove 
the Impression by walking; bat in vain* 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Having reiurned to the ient^ the sensation per?aded mj 
whole body; and comrnUions and Soroluntary ifpaasbing of 
teeth ensned. Soon however, these ceased; and 1 be* 
came as one dead, being unable to move. While in 
this frUte, which I suppose was about two hours, I eipe- 
vienced a dreadful gloom, and confused horrors of mind* 
This resemblance of death was succeeded by other convul* 
uonn; and I again fell quiet, and, until near morning, ex. 
perienced more dreadful horrors, which increased as my 
bodily strength returned* Wht'n the eiercise of my bod- 
ily organs was tolerably recovered, my horrors ceased, 
without my being able to assign the particular cause of 
their removal. I first asked myself, how I coold possibly 
become religious, and exhort, as others were doing? A 
pUn to avoid professing religion was immediafely suggest- 
ied; which was,to attribute all I had felt to fits, and say I 
had been subject to them before; but. this I at once de- 
tected and discarded^ as a snggestion of the de?i]; and 
resolved to love God, and profess the religion of Jesus 
Christ, be the consequences what they might. 

I then began to inquire what could be the cause of those 
new and sudden resolutions; for to mc, it appeared 
scarcely possible that I, who had been one of the most 
abandoned sinners, could experience a change of heart 
without being more dreadfully humbled for my sins. I 
then, indeed, saw that they were great, and of a most ag- 
gravated kind, bating been committed against much light 
and goodness; and though I could not feel humbled for 
them as I wished, and as I knew I ought to be; the glory, 
wisdom^ justice, grace, and condescension of God, as dis- 
play ed in the device of salvation through a M ediator,broke 
In upon my mind. My soul was filled with admiration at 
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the falnesfl and ffceness of his grace io Christ. My heart 
acquiesced la this glorious method of Bal?atioii, and was 
draiTD out in lot e to the hoi j vad bkssed Jesus. Net er 
beforedid I know any thing of true joy; but, not withstand, 
ing all I have felt, I am often jealous of my heart, and ex* 
amine my exercises with careful attention, compar^g 
them with the word of God, and religious experiences re. 
corded in other books; and, if I am not greatly deceived, 
I can freely renounce all that is most dear to me in the 
world for Christ and his religion. 

It is som^imes suggested to my mind that the whole 
may be a delusion; but, glory to God! If it should even 
be so, it is an incomparably sweet one. ^^Not mighty 
men that share the spoil, ha?e joys compared to mine.^' 

O ho;i¥ delightful to contemplaAs the character of the 
great Jehovah, and his infinite love to sinners, through his 
dear Son! May God enable me to persevere! I desire to 
thank him; I have been enabled today, at court,to silence 
near a dozen of my old deistical compaolons. My case 
evaded all their objections; and they appeared to be struck 
with solemnity and alarm, their leader baring fallen. 



THE WISER CUEISTIAN. 
A PERSON meets another returning, after having heard a 
popular preacher, and sftys to him, ^^WJell, I hope you 
have been highly gratiied." ^^ Indeed I have,*' replied 
the other. '^I wish I could have prevailed on you to hear 
him;! am sure you would never have relished any other 
preacher afterwards." ^^Then," returned the Wisef 
Christian, "I am determined I never will hear him; for 
I wish to hear such a preacher as will give me so high 4 
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relish and esteem for the word of God, that I shall rcceiTC 
it with greater eagerness and delight whenever it is de- 
livered. 



THE MISERABLE INFIDEL. 

[^Takenfrom the Connecticut Evangelical Magazine,] 

TO THE EDITOB. 

SIR, It has often been observed, that the greatest degree of error 
and stapiditj eoneeming moral obligation and duty, and a state of retri- 
bution in the world to eome, is found In certain persons who have been 
the subieets of serious impressions, and bj long resisting their own 
consciences, and the striving of God's Spirit, have provoked him to 
^ leave them to their own blindness and lust As a warning to others, I 
have transmitted you the following instance: 

A MAN who possesses reason and sagacity above the 
common proportion, and about the age of thtrty^fell into 
such a state of debility as rendered him incapable of much 
attention to business. Before this^ he'had discovered an 
inordinate attachment to property , and omitted neither dil. 
igence, nor art, nor parsimony, to obtain it. His state 
was called hypochondriac by his neighbors; for a certain 
rcclaseness of temper prevented his cDmmuificating to 
them the distracting feelings of his mind. When he was 
in this state, I accidentally passed a day in his company. 
After a short conversation, I discovered marks of a 
wounded conscience, and told him my suspicion, that his 
whole disorder proceeded from anxiety on spiritual ac 
coQQts. Finding I had detected his feelings, he made a 
frank acknowledgment it was the case; but solicited that 
it might remain a secret with me. He told me of sundry 
times, in his past life, when, for short seasons, his con- 
science had continually accused him. He had seen him- 
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self to be a siDner,if there were any truth in the scriptures; 
and he dreaded an appearance before God, as the raost 
awful of all events; still he could not bear to think of 
aiiothcr kind of life, and of parting with those worldly 
designs which had governed his past conduct. - He said he 
had been many months in this situation; and something 
continually sounded in his ears that he was a sinner, that 
he must die and come to judgment, and without another 
state of heart, must be miserable; but, added he, ^^ I can. 
not part with my worldly schemes. I mast again be a 
man of business; I have just laid a foundation for success; 
and if I give way to these apprehensions, there is an end 
of my prospects. This I own to be the cause of all my 
gloom, and if I could put another world and my own 
preparations for it out of sight, I should again be a 
happy man.*' 

I immediately perceived, that although he felt some 
conviction of truth, he was contending with one who 
will prevail. I set before him the danger of resisting 
such impressions; the folly of preferring an avaricioas 
life of gain to the immortal interest of his so()l; and the 
superior wisdom of subordinating all our worldly labors, 
views, and hopes^ to our eternal well being. I endeav- 
ored to shew him his true state^ his need of another 
heart, the danger of his being left to a most ruinous 
blindness, and to eternal misery. After much solemn 
conversation, we parted. 

Nearly a year from this time, we had another opportn. 
Dity for free discourse. It was sought by himself, with an 
.evident design toconfront and reproach me,fortheexhor. 
tation I had given him with the most friendly intention. 
I instantly saw that his seriousness was departed, and his 
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conscience seared. By his own account, he continued 
seTcral months longer in that state of apprehension and 
resistance to the truth, which has been described; .when 
he came to the rash opinion^ that the whole of his past 
feelings were but an hypochondriac gloom; and support* 
ed himself by the following argument; ^' You know that 
hypochondriacism is a false imagination of the mind; and 
within one week after I detected my folly in being so 
anxious for another world,! became well and happy, and 
have so continued." He further added, I now think that 
all the notions I ha?c had concerning the holiness of God, 
and the rewards of another world, are false. As to sin, 
it is evident there can bo no such thing; nor shall I any 
more exist after this body dies, than those trees before us 
will exist hereaftcr,and be happy or miserable.'^ "But," 
replied I, ^^ is it not a gloomy thought, that your ex. 
istence will cease when your body dies?" *'As for that," 
he answered, ^^ I cannot help it; and we must make the 
most of what we have." I perceived him determined not 
to think, lest it should make him unhappy; and on my 
solicitously urging him to review the momentous subject, 
he^became peevish, and said I was trying to give myself 
importance in the world,by all I said concerning religion. 
His life, for several years after this, was such as might 
be expected from his principles. Riches were his idol. 
His parsimony preserved him from licentious excess. 
Honest men detested the principles by which they saw 
him to be governed. His unprincipled associates were 
afraid of falling under his power. There was something 
in his countenance indescribable, that marked him for 
another Cain; and while many, through necessity, rcsort- 
^ ed to him for assistance, there was not a man on eajth 
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that loTed him. Passing over several parts of his con- 
duct, which evidently proceeded from an endeavor to 
erase from his mind a sense of moral obligation, of sin,and 
a state where impenitent sinners shall receive a reward 
according to their deeds, I shall now come to his death, 
bed. A just Providence forbade him a long state of de- 
I cay, as a season of admonition and preparation for eterni- 
ty. He had his call before, and it was rejected. An aw- 
ful accident in a moment placed him in a hopeless state, 
and within two days of his exit from this world. This 
accident, though fatal, did not immediately affect his 
head; and the powers of reason were in fall strength. 
Now, behold, the man who exploded moral obligation, 
denied the existence of sin, determined there was no fu- 
ture life, and consequently no punishment for him; and 
al^ this for the sake of gaining and enjoying this world 
wjthottt the molestations of his own conscience. True 
it is, that, in this awful moment, he was left to a great- 
degree of judicial blindness concerning another world, 
the nature of hopeful preparation for death^and the just 
and eternal reward of sin; but misery and dismay rose 
upon him from a quarter he did not expect. His beloved 
scheme of ceasing to exist at death, became his terror, 
*^ArtVl have I now," said he, "done with existence? 
Shall I pri^ently cease to think, to see, to feel?. Am I (o 
exist but a few moments^fiUed with pain, and then lie 
down to be nothing for ever? I am pained for thefrnlts 
of my labor; I have labored for nothing; I cannot bid 
farewell to the earnings of so many years." 
. On being told, by one who had not known his previ- 
ous opinions, that he certainly should exist; and that the 
future being of men was indicated by nature, and mad^ 
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sure by scriptural evidence, an aspect of still greater hor- 
ror settled on his countenance; and, after a pause of a 
minute, he replied, ^' If those scriptures are true, eter. 
nity will be more dreadful to me than the loss of being. 
I will^not believe them; yet, how dreadful the idea of 
sinking into eternal thoughtless night!" This struggle of 
feeling lasted but a few minutes before this miserable 
man opened his eyes in an eternity to him most dreadful! 
Snch are the dying comforts of impiety and inGdclity. 
Thus, at last, will the excuses and pleas of irreligion 
torment those who adopt them in their lives io quiet an 
accusing conscience, and resist the warnings of the Holy 
Spirit, who strives with men. This is a fearful example 
of that blindness into which many are left judicially to 
fail, through grieving the Spirit of grace. 



To tbiB striking narrative, we beg leave to add the follow iip^ impi'C?- 
slve passage from a sermon, on 2 Pet. ii. 11, delivered by the Kcv. Mr. 
^MasoD, of New York, when in London, and communicated by a friend 

who heard itt 

t 

** 'But there arc men who set up for wise men; 

tfacy have discovered the imposture, they have found out 
the cheat; they wish to unshackle you; they would re- 
lease you from your thraldom. From your thraldom! 
What, from a thraldom of n hope of the everlasting king-' 
dom? Do you wish to be released from such thraldom? 
God have mercy on you if you do! Have they aught to 
give in compromise? Can they tell us what awaits beyond 
that graTe? No; if they think at all, it is darkness, an. 
certainty, and dread conjeclnre. The laugh of a fool is 
a miserable exch^Dge for aa eternal hope. Why, cruel 

Vol.. I. *20 ' r- 1 
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philosopher, would you take away the joy of my heart? 
Why would you remit me to the melancholy thought of 
no paternal Providence, no redeeming love? Enjoy your 
guilt alone; breathe out your complaints to the woods, 
and to the rocks; curse not me with your discoveries, 
nor kill me with i/our truths. Oh, comfortless heaven! 
Oh, melancholy earth! Oh, gloomy world! Oh, wretched 
nature! Without the prospect of an entrance into the 
Master's kingdom. How loud the winds howl! How 
loud the waves roar! How cruel the storm! Tossed hith- 
er and thither by the tempest, directed by no pilot, bat 
where Lethe flows, where the black river of oblivion 
rolls! Oh! No, no, no; not upon such terms. Keep 
your discoveries; we won't give up our hope of ' an en- 
trance into the kingdom;' and w*e will press closer to 
our hearts the precious volume which reveals it to us. 
This is the anchor of our souls." 



THE YOUNG CONVERTS PRAYER. 

Mj youtby mj youth, O Lord> secure 

From ev'ry lurkbg foe; 
Teach me to flee each tempting IcA^, 

That seeks my* orerthrow. 

For oh» what floods of lust ancl pride 

Unite their subtle force 
To court and draw my heart aside; 

But thou canst stay their course. 

Direct my inezperienc'd feet. 

That they shall stray no more; 
Thou know'st their proneness to repeal 

The steps they're trod before. . 
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t Lordj'iend thy Spirit from abore, 

TojBhed his rajs benign^ 
That I decidedly may prove 

Myself a child of thine! 

O then I'll let my neighbors see 

That Jesus is my friend; 
My Sayior and my refuge he. 

On whom my hopes depend. 

While some may sing of beauty's charms. 

And some of pleasure Tdin, 
And some of wealth, and some of arms, 

I'll sing a nobler strain. 

FH sing the glories of thy grace* 

The meltings of thy love; 
And mine affections will I place 

On thee and thine above. 

Yea, earth shall sink beneath my feet. 

If thou but speak the woni; 
And my quick ardent pulse shall beat 

But to exalt my Lord. 



ON THE DOMESTIC HAPPINESS OF A CHBISTUN 
COUPLE. 

How blest the pair whom Christian love unites! 
Joy smiles upon their days, and crowns their nights; 
In peace their happy moments glide away. 
Till both are weleom'd to eternal day. 



SUPPORT TO APPARENIXY UNSUCCESSFUL 
MINISTERS. 

The late Re?. Mr. W , of M , a litUe before Mf 

death, i^s complaining to the trustees of the chapel, that 
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he had not been made the instrnoaent of calling one soul- 
to the knowledge of the truth for the last eight years of 
his ministry. He preached but two sermons after thb, 
before the Lord called him to himself; and soon after 
his death, between twenty and thirty persons proposed 
themselves as church members, who had been called by 
grace, under Mr . W.'s two last sermons. Let not min. 
isters think their work is done, while they can preach 
another sermon, or speak another word. 



THE STOLEN LAMB. 

Not long since, a man possessing an uncommon degree 
of piety, was, with his wife and several children, reduc. 
ed to the lowest ebb of poverty, almost to a state of 
starvation. Through the influence of the enemy of souls, 
together with the constant solicitations of his numerous 
family, almost famishing for food, he was tempted one 
nighty to taKe a Iamb out of the flock of a respectable 
farmer in his neighborhood. The lamb was brought 
home, killed, and part uf it immediately dressed and 
brought upon the table; but when the poor tempted 
soul was about to ask a blessing upon it, conscience did 
its office, and smote him; he looked at his hungry fami. 
ly, and said^ ^^ How can I ask my God to bless that 
provision which I have feloniously taken from my neigh- 
bor? I will not partake of it, neither shall you; I will 
go and return (he whole as it is, confessing my sin." 
He did so, and obtained the farmer's pardon; and a gra. 
cions and faithful God, in his kind Providence, supplied 
hm And his family that day and ever aftcrir ards. 
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CONVERSATION IN A STAGE COACH 

A. Is it your opinion, sir, that all men will be damned 
who do not believe in (he Bible? 

B. That all will be damned who hear and yet do not 
belie?e the Bible, I have no doubt, because the Bible 
expressly asserts it; and I belieTe the Bible to be a rer- 
elation from the God of heaven. 

A, Do you believe Mahometans and heathens will be 
damned? 

B, The Bible asserts, that there is no other name giv- 
en under heaven among men, by which we can b&saved, 
than Jesus. These once had the knowledge of God, as 
we are informed,* but they did not like to retain it, and 
corrupted it; for which reason, God gave them up to a 
reprobate mind; and they increased in wickedness. But 
depend on it, sir, the punishment of heathens m eternity, 
will be little in comparison of your's and min^, if we 
perish. Hell shall be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon, 
than for the inhabitants of Capernaum, said Jesus the 
Judgeof all, who had seen his miracles and heard his 
instructions, yet believed not his divinity and mission. 

A. If you had lived in Turkey, would not you have 
believed Mahomet? 

B. Very probably I should; but I adore the sovereign 
goodness of God for appointing my lot in this land. 

A, I think there is just as good evidence for the mis- 
sion of Mahomet as for Christ's! 

B. Did you ever read his Alcoran? 
A. No. 

•Romans i. 28. 
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B. Read It then; this is all you have to do to be fully 
satisfied that the whole is a base human fabrication. It 
contains internal evidence of its falsehood. 

ji. Do you belieTe the doctrine of election^ sir? 

B. I do. 

A. Why? 

2?. Because I find it in the Bible. 

A. Do you approve of it? 

B. Not to approve what Infinite Wisdom has thought 
fit to do, would be palpable pride and presumption in a 
mortal worm like me. I dare not bring the mighty God 
to the bar of my little mind. 

A» Then, sir, a man may continue in all wickedness, 
fold his arms and say^ ^^ If I am elected, I shall be sar- 
ed; if not, I shall be damned?*' 

B. If you, sir, adopt this plan and continue in it, it 
will indeed prove you never were chosen of God; but 
the experiment is dangerous in the extreme; and your 
having done so will never satisfy your mind in hell; you 
will then see that God was righteous and you were wick, 
cd. You had better take alarm now, and obey God's ' 
command to believe in his Son, and you shall not perish, 
but have eternal life. Be assured, God shall vindicate 
his conduct towards men before an assembled universe; 
and every wicked mouth shall be stopped by the force of 
evidence. 

A. But many of the teachers of religion are as bad as 
other people. 

B. You are called, sir, to found your faith not on the 
testimony of man, but on the word of the living God, 
which you hare in English. 
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COMB, AND WELCOME, TO JESUS CHRIST. 

SEE REV. XXII. 17. MATT, XXII. 1—4. 

Though all are welcome by the gospel call. 
How few will come! and none would come at all. 
Did not the Spirit's efficacious pow'r 
Their hearts constrain in his appointed hour! 
But, granted this, does want of will, I pray. 
Excuse the sin of those who keep away? 

You have aserrant; ask that serraot, why 
With your injunctions, he will not comply? 
*^ I have no will," methioks I hear him say, 
•* Yourself to love, or your commands obey; 
I*m surely not to blame for acting so; 
For I my nature cannot change, yon know.** 
And will depravity afford a plea 
From ev*ry bond of duty to set free? 
The most deprav'd are then the least to Uame; 
And sin must lose its nature and its name. 

Your principles, my friend, if such your creed. 
May serve to justify the i^olest deed; 
For the worst crime that ever has been done 
Within the ample circuit of the sun. 
Arose, no doubt, from a depraved will, 
Averse to good, and prone to all that's ill. 



ON THE DEATH OP AN INFANT . 

Sweet babe! 
She glano'd into our world, to see 
A sample of our misery; 
Then tum'd away her languid eye, 
To drop a tear or two, and die, 

Sweet bab^ 
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She tasted of life's bitter eap, 
Refus'd to drink the potion up; 
But tum'd her little head aside, 
Disjpisted with the taste, and dy'd. 

Sweet babe! 

She Usten'd for a while to hear 
Oar mortal griefs; then tam'd her ear 
To angel harps, and songs; and ciy'd. 
To join their notes celestial, sigh'd and dy'd. 

Sweet babe! 

Sweet babe no more, hot seraph now; 
Before tiie throne beh^d her bow; 
Her soul, enlarged to angel size. 
Joins in the triumph of the skies; 
Adores the grace that brought her there. 
Without a wish, without a care; 
That waah'd her toul inCalv'17's stream. 
That shortened life's distressing dream; 
Short pain, short grief, dear babe, was thine; 
Now jojs eternal and divine! 



AN EPITAPH. 

Bold infidelity, turn pale! 

Beneath this stone four infants' ashes lie; 

Say, are thej lost or say'd; 

If death's by sin, they sinn'd, because they're here; 

If heaven's by works, in heaven they can't appear; 

Reason, ah! How deprav'd! 

Revere the Bible's sacred page, the knot's unty'd; 

They dy'd, for Adam sina'd; they live, for Jesus died! 
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PRECIOUSNE^S OF THE BIBLE. 
On a Saturday night, some time since, a poor man went 
Into a bookseller's shop in Hoi born. ^^I come," said he, 
^^to ask what may seem 7ery anreasonable; I am very 
poor, I cannot buy a Bible, nor can I leave the value of 
one; will you trust my honesty, and lend me one till Mon. 
day morning? I will return it faithfully." The bookseller 
consented; and at tbe appointed time it was returned,with 
many expressions of gratitude. He afterwards came reg- 
ularly for it, and as regularly returned it. A person, who 
beard of the circumstance, desired the bookseller to give 
him a Bible, and place it to his account. When he returned 
to ask the usual indulgence, and found that he had a Bi« 
ble of his own, the poor .man was in a transport of joy, 
imploring many blessings upon the head of his unktiown 
benefactor; declaring it was a treasure he ne?er expect- 
ed to possess! 

Reader, how large a blessing a small pittance may com- 
rounicate! \yN^r is in tlie power of our hand to do,' 
may it bedf ^^tely, and with our might, remem. 

bering that i ^d only can the believer bene^t 

a fellow creatur6i / , 

In heaven there are no sons of need; 
There all these duties are no more! 



SOLILOQUY AFTER READING THE HOLY SCIUPTURES. 

A PARODY. 

These are thy glorious works, Eternal Truth, 
The scoff of withered age and beardless youtK; 
Vol, I. 21 



d by Google 



^30 GOSP£L TBEAS^ftY. 

These move the oensore and th' iUib'ral goR 

Of fools, thst hate thee and delight in sin. 

But these shall last when night has qaench'd the pole^ 

And heav'n is all departed as a scroll; 

And when> as Justice has long since decreed. 

This earth shall hiaze and a new vorM succeed. 

Then these thj glorious works, and they who shtrt 

That hope which can alone exclude despair, 

Shallilire exempt from weakness and decay. 

The brightest wonder of an endless day. 



THE CAVILLER REPROVED. 

A CERTAIN man weat to a deryise, and proposed three 
questions. First, why do they say that God is omnipr^. 
ent? i do not see him in any place; shew me where he is. 
Secondly, why is man punished for crimes, since wbater- 
er he does proceeds from God? Man has no free will, for 
he cannot do any thing contrary to the will of God; and if 
he had power, he would do every thing for his own good^ 
Thirdly, how can God punish satan in hell fire, since he is 
formed of that element; add what impression can fire 
make on itself? 

The dervise took up a Targe clod of earth,and struck hint 
on the head with it. The man went to the Cadi, and said, 
** I proposed three questions to such a dervise, who flung 
such a clod of earth at me, as has made my head ache." 
The Cadi having sent for the dervise, asked, '^ Why did 
you throw a clod of earth at his head, instead of answering 
his questions?*' The dervise replied, the clod of earth was 
an answer to his speech; he says,he has a pain^in his head; 
let him shew me where it is,and I will make G^d visible to 
km; and why does he exhibit a cotaplaint to you against 
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me? Whate? er I did was the act of God; I did not strike him 
without the will of God; and what power do I possess! 
And as he is compounded of earth, how can he suffer paio 
from that element?" The man was confoiradcd, and th« 
Cadi highly pleased with the derfise's answer. 



CHRISTIAN FORTITUDE OF A PROTESTANT PEASANT 

Formerly, most of the inhabitants of Kintail, in Scot- 
land, were Roman catholics, though now it is otherwise. 
This poor man was tenant to a Roman catholic nobleman; 
and being gretiously oppressed, he, in coDseqnence, had 
arrears to a considerable amount with his landlord. The 
farmer applied to hislordship'sunderfactor, or steward, to 
intercede for him, and procure him some redress. He 
promised the honcsi'm'an to speak to his lord in his faTor; 
but he did no such thing. The farmer then addressed the 
soperior factor, beseeching him to petition his lord for' 
him; he too promised fairly, but did not perform. The 
man, in despair, at last took courage, appeared before ike 
lord himself, and told him his simple tale. The lord had 
pity on him, and gave him a discharge in full for all he 
owed him; and even condescended to accompany the 
peasant through the great hall, on the walls of which hung 
the pictures of saints and martyrs. His lordship asked 
him, if he knew whose pictures those were? " No." 
"They are the representatives of saint8,to whom I pray 
that they will intercede for me with the great Lord of all, 
to forgive me my sins." ^' But why not pray to the great 
Lord of all yourself?" '^ Oh! That would be too great a 
presumption; it is far better to have such mediators, as 
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saints, between God and man." ^^ I do not think so, mj 
lord; and I will prove it* I first applied to Little Sandif^ 
your onderfactor, to intercede with yoli for me; he did it 
not. I then addressed Muckle Sandif, the other factor;, he 
too promised, bat did nothing neither. Then all at once I 
applied to yourself, my lord, and you have forgiven me 
every thing." 



ESTABLISHED RELIGIONS. 

While ruminating the other evening on the present 
state of religion in France, it brought to my recollection a 
conversation whkh took place between myself and Mon* 
sieur de Veine, one of the principal officers in the civil de. 
partment at Boulogne^ at the time I was there, command- 
ing a cartel, soon after the late war; his reply to my re- 
mark will show how extremel^y ignorant hcmust be of the 
nature of true religion. Seeing their chief market held 
on the Sabbathday ; the boys at their games in the streets; 
troops innumerable lounging about the town, and as many 
upon the heights; the houses full, where their small 
wines are retailed; and many other symptoms unfavora- 
ble to religion; I observed to the above respectable offi- 
cer, that there appeared nothing like religion among the 
French people. He replied,^' Nothing at all. We have 
no religion among us now; but the convention are about 
to make one; then we shall go on very well." 

Ah, when will the glorious period arrive; when men 
shall cease manufacturing their own religions, and be 
brought to submit to the pure and undcfiled religion of 
the Bible. 
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INFLUENCE OP RELIGION. 

The gospel having been i^ent, by ladj Huntingdon's in^ 
fluence, to a place of public resort, it pleased God to bring 
nearly all tbe domestic serTftots of anobk personage under 
serious impressions. Thetr conversion was not merely 
to opinions; they lived under the influence of the gospel, 
and became distinguished for their exemplary conduct and 
zealous endeavors to promote the salvation of their neigh- 
bors. Their noble master being one day on the prome- 
nade, was jeered by some of the company, upon the revo- 
lution which had taken place among his servants, by a 
change of their religion. His lordship replied, '^ As to 
the change of their religion, or what their religious senti- 
ments are, I cannot tell; but one thing I know, that since 
they havQ changed their religion, they have been mucb 
better servants, and shall meet with no opposition from 
me." How happy is it for hearers and professors of 
the gospel, when their good conduct puts to silence ther 
ignorance of foolish speakers I 



ON MAN'S MORTALITY. 

Like the fair rose, ia Temal pride. 
Or like the neTer slumb'riDg tide. 
Or like the blossom, fresh and gay. 
Or like the early dawn of day; 
Or like the cloud, *mid tempest high. 
That floats across the stormy sky. 
E'en -such is man, the heir of son-owl 
Alive today, and dead tomorrow! 
The blushing rose soon fades away. 
His course the ocean will not stay; 
The blossom fades, the tempest flies. 
And man, the child of frailty, dies!: 

Vol. I. * ^l 
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Or like a tale that soon is tdid. 
Or like a meadow gemmM with gold^ 
Or like a bird with plumage gay. 
Or like the dew drop pearls of May, 
Or pasting hoor, or fieetinf^spM, 
E^'en sueb> id aU his fnAAe, is man! 
The grass deoays, the tale is ended. 
The bird is flown, the dew's ascended; 
The span is short, the hour is past. 
And his kmg home man seeks at lastl 

Or like a bubble in the brook. 

Or glass, in which Tain man dotli look. 

Or shuttle sent from hand to hand. 

Or letters written on the sand; 

Or like a thought, or like a dream. 

Or like an. ever gliding stream; 

E'en such is man, who soon will knom 

That lOl is Tanity below! 
Bdbbles our wasting lives betoken. 
The shuttle stops, the glass is broken; 
No letters traced on sand remain. 
Our dreams are brief, our thoughts are Taii$ 
And like the stream that panes by. 
Is man, who only lires to die! 



Like Aotumn's leaf, or like the t 
Or like the journey man doth go; 
Or like the rirer's flow and ebb. 
Or like the patient spider's web; 
Or like the fruit, or like the flowV, 
Or like the short lived April show'r; 
£*en such is man, who toils to gain 
Theehaffofthe immortal grain! 
The leaf decays, the snow is past. 
The roughest journey ends at lasl; 
The web is torn, the show'r is o'er. 
The fruit delights the taste no more; 
The flower fades, the flood's suspended, 
Man's hour is come, and life is ended? 
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Or Uke aii arrow tfarcm^ the mr, 
Or like the light'ning's sudden glare. 
Or like the vapor of the sky. 
Or like the goal for vbich we try. 
Or like the miiu«r«Pa pleftsant to^, 
Wbieh we, tho' vtdii, wouM fian proloni^ 
E'en such is life, with all its cares. 
Fast floating down the tide of years! 

The arrow soon to earth decline^ 

The ligfitniDg but a mofiQCnt shines; 

He stops who doth mo«t sweetly sing; 

The cloud is ever on the wing; 

The race, tho* hard, will soon be o'er. 

And living man be seen no more! 

If ev'ry thmg above, below. 
Aloud doth mortal's frailty shew; 
If we, ere long, must take our flight 
From this revolving day and night, 
' A|id ottr eternal portion be 
In realms of joy or mjscry; 

Let us no more in trifles spend 

The life which must so shortly end; 

But, whilst the sun salutes our eyes, 

To righieousoess and Gtod arise. 

Let eaefa, who has a soul to save^ 

Extend his views beyond the grave; 

And, while salvation still Is nigh, 
- To Christ, the friend of sinners, fly. 

So, when this fleeting state is o'er. 

And time wiUi us shall be no more; 

When e'en the elements around 

Shall in consuming flames be founds 

Upheld by faith, we will not fear. 

For our redesuptioni dnweth near. 
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A spe;ech^ supposed to be made by the bible. 
From the days of CoDstantine, emperor of Rome, dowft 
to the present, my character in Europe has heen held in 
high estimation. Indeed, I hare been acknowledged by 
all,to be the only true teacher of religion* Notwithstanding 
this complaisance, the treatment I have received from 
Biany has been worse than un polite. People of opposite 
sentiments, bate not only whispered among their own cir* 
cles, but proclaimed it to the world, that I rapport theia 
both. Such double conduct I detest; bui as few, com. 
paratively, consulted me, many adopted all the false and 
rainous tenets propagated in my name. 

The Roman pontiff acquired excessive temporal power 
by gradual encroachments. He and bis associates formed, 
as they said, a religion founded on my instructions; and 
sent out emissaries, in all directions, to compel men, by 
fire and faggot, to confess their inventions to be'my truths* 

As I had pourtrayed this ecclesiastical monster witb 
great accuracy, and warned the world of his approach, they 
soon viewed me with a jealous eye. At length I was laid 
under the severest restrictions, being enjoined never to ad- 
dress any people in the language they understood. As no 
nation spake Latin after the overthrow of the Roman em. 
pire by the northern biEirbarians, they assigned to me that 
language. However, they wonld not have been highly 
displeased, though I had spoken French in Holland, 
and Dutch in France. 

Finding that even this barbarity did not wholly prevent 
me from teaching tr^th to the nations, they laid me under 
an embargo, till they had made such incisions and alter. 
Mions uponmy tongue^that I couldhardly utter a senteiiG« 
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intelligibly. Indeed, they pared tny tongue with such in. 
genuity, that, in spite of myself, I appeared tosp^k in 
favor of superstition and absurdity. For eiample^ 
when I attempted to say, ^^ Jacob worshipped, leaning 
upon the top of his staff," it always sounded to the hear. 
ers, as if I had said, 'Macob worshipped the top of his 
staff;^' which' made many suppose there had been an im. 
age of En\)ch carved on the top^ to which he paid retig iout 
honor. But as I had always been aecustomed to give ii^ 
distinct and certain sound, many perceived the wounds L 
had received in the house of my pretended friends, and 
likewise the effect it had on my articulaHonr. The bio» 
roent they perceived it, they condemned tho cruelty and 
knavery of Rome; but these, my advocates, were siienc* 
ed by a rod of iron; the old way of answering arguments* 
In a few ages, men lost the remembrance of mj fkir 
character; and Rome had the effrontery to assure the 
world I was become such a mystic, that no mortal but 
herself could undetsiand what I said; and falsely asserted 
I bad appointed her my sote- and inlallible interpreter* 
The world belieted her, and tamely surrendered theif 
tight of judging for themselves. 

In consequence of all this mail ce,8ophisiry, and t reach* 
ery,I walked in the world, prophesying in sackcloth and 
cbains; and no man dared to express a desh-e for my lib* 
cration. However, even in the darkest ages of Roman 
tyranny and superstition, I had a few familiar friends, 
whom God taught to understand me, and influenced to 
believe and love my ancient testimony. These continually 
cried to God to dispel the cloud with which I was cover- 
ad> that I might illumine the world^ a&in primitive time^* 
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' Tlie prayers of tbese friends came up before God in aar 
aeeepted tine. He heard and sent deliverance, by exposing 
ihe deceit and absurdity of the antichristion hierarchy. 
Calf in, Llither, and others were enlightened to discern 
my truth and purity; and obtained courage to ppblisb 
the discovery. They iuTeighed against my captivity, and 
detailed the barbarous treatment I had experienced during 
its continuance; how cruelly they bad increased my tor. 
tare, year after year; how frequently they had published 
liei in my name! 

Multitudes were shocked at the conduct of Rome by 
this^ exposure, and would no more acknowledge her to 
be their teacher* They said they had eyes and ears as well 
as the conclave; wberd^ore^ ia matters of everlasting 
nomenty they would not trust to those of others* Mjr, 
friends then applied ointment to my wounds; by which 
Beans they were soon healed; and all the bad matter with 
which I had been inoculated was extracted; so that I 
iravelled about with my pristine health and vigor. Thus 
was my age renewed like the eagle's; and I proqaotedthe 
health and happiness of many countries^ Rome raged 
because I was liberated, and laid many a snare to renew 
my captivity; but without success. To be sure, many 
of my admirers suffered for their friendship; but they 
died rejoicing* that they were counted worthy to suffer 
in such a cause. 

. My peregrinations became so rapid and extensive, that 
Rome could not follow me. At length she began to trem- 
ble, lest I should remove her from her seat. Upon this 
she cried for help to all her friends and flatterers* Oneof 
the Henrys, king of England, wrote a little ia her favor; 
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«he styled him her defender^ and declared that his sons, to 
the Tery latest posterity, might assume the same honoflu 
ble title, eren though they should nerer put pen to paper 
In her favor; so much did she consider herself <^llged 
io this foreigner. Howerer, in a few years this Tory 
Henry began to turn against her^^and laugh at her folly; 
and then renounced all connexioii with her. Being con- 
demned to die a lingering death, she has long been in a 
declining state. 

At present, many of my friends, who have had peculiar 
happiness in my company, and who have been taught my 
real worth, are liberally subscribing, for the purpose of 
sending me on a mission to many countries, which are as 
foreign to me as I am to them. These friends know, that 
when I am sent in my native simplicity, I never give an 
nncertain sound; but teach in all places the same truths I 
have taught them, I am also the cheapest missionary 
they can send; I require nothing to pay for bed or board. 
1 say more than any man about God and godliness, and 
preach as willingly at midnight as midday, and with the 
same pleasure to one as to a thousand; to a slave as to a 
sovereign; nor do I fear the face of man. 

Mytravelsaretheiravels of truth. Where I am known, 
there is no night; clouds and darkness flee before me. I 
shall persevere in my mission to man till all shall know 
rae, from the least unto the greatest; till the glory of the 
Lord shall cover the earth as the waters cover the channel 
of the sea. Those who assist in bringing me forward on 
mj journey, after a godly sort, shall do well. My God 
shall supply all their needs, according to his glorious 
riches, by Christ Jesus. 
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THE LATE REV. S. PEARCB. 

Me. p. being one week day evening in town, and not eii« 
gaged to preach, asked his friend Mr. S. where he could 
hear a good sermon. ' Mr. S. mentioned two places. 
<^We!l," said Mr. P.^Uell me the character of the preach- 
ers, that I may choose." ^^Mr. D." said his friend, 
^'exhibits the orator, and is much admired for his pulpit 
eloquence.'' ^^Weil," said Mr. P. ^^and what is theoth. 
-er?" '^Why, I hardly know what to say of Mr. C. he 
always throws himself in the back ground, and you see 
his Master only." ^^That's the man for me, then," said 
the amiable Pearce; ^4et us go and hear him.' ' 



MISS LIVELY; OR, THE EFFECTS OP RELIGION ON.A 
PERSON OF STRONG FEEUNGS. 

Ah, what is man, when his own will prevails! 
How rash, howswiftto^lui^ehimself in ill! 
Proud of his power, and houndless in his will! 



Wisdom is a good guide to xeal, and only can preserve it from ex- 
tremes. If discretion does not hold the reins, good intentioMS will 
hoth break their own necks and the rider's. bishop hall. 

f 

The following account of Miss Lively, was drawn up 
by my friend Peter Fervid. The character was taken from 
life, and the princijml incidonts may be depended on as 
facts. The whole eKe^pUfies so well the effects of reli^ 
Ion on a person of warm affection^ that I hope it will be 
profitable to eome of my reader^^ and interesting to M, 
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Miss Lirely wasa young lady of an amiable teinper,great 
sincerity, and an nncommon flow of spirits; to these nat- 
ural qualifications was added ereryacoomplishinent which 
might be expected from an affluent situation in life; her 
company was sought by all the young and gay of her ac« 
quaintance^ and etery visit seemed dull if Miss Lively was 
not of the party. 

Her friends, however, discovered that she was suddenly 
become gloomy and melancholy; her company was no 
longer pleasant, and she, whom every one had admired 
and flattered^ was sneered at as a methodtst, and avoided 
as a rdigtous enthusiast. The only kind of enthusiasm 
which worldly people uniformly condemn. A man may 
be an enthusiust in poetry, painting, music, or philosophy; 
that is, he may be unreasonably attached io them, and the 
world will admire him for that very attachment; but let 
him shew as great a zeal for the cause of God, and the 
welfare of his soul, a caase to which our attachment can 
never be unreasonably strong,nor our attention too eager, 
and ^ery tongue will condemn him. 

The following circumstance occasioned the change in 
MtssLively, which rendered her so very disagreeable to her 
former admirers. On a Lord's day evening one of Miss 
Lively 's friends proposed going to hear a popular minister, 
who was to preach in the town where she lived. As, from 
unexp^ted disappointments, they could not make up their 
party at cards; it was thought the dull hour might as well 
be passed away in the house of 6od,and accordingly these 
tmo lad»8 agreed to go. The discourse was occasioned by 
tbe death of a young person who had been suddenly called 
Into eternity; the sermon was adapted to the event, an^, 

Vol. I. M 
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fof onee io her Hfe^ Miss Lifeij becane 'serious. She 
listened, mused, wondered at the truths she heard, and in 
Tain endeafored to conceal her flowing tears. When the 
service was ofev she went hone wUh her companion, but 
not a word was s pokeo. Each of them carefully concealed 
from their friends the place where tiiey had been; the 
one, because she was ashamed of what she felt^ and the 
other, because she was angry w ith herself, for haTing been 
Ifae occasion of all this anxiety and dbtsess to her amiable 
Mend4 It was^ howerer, soon vislhle enongh to all, that 
Mv9S Lively was deeply affiscted with something; but no» 
body could account for it; one suspected that she was ill, 
aaother that she had been offended; they were willing to 
suppose any thing, rather than that their gay eompanlo* 
eOttld lie so weak as to be affected by any thing said In a 
pulpii. They thought of a tliousand other caoses, while she 
at an early hour retired ta her chamber; bnt it was to weep, 
not to rest. The faithful war«iugs of th^ preacher stiU rung 
in her ear, and she could not sleep. Her distress continued 
for several days, and was increased by the attempts ai her 
friends to remove it« ' Their amusements, their pleasures, 
their vain conversation was loathiome to her; instead of 
healing they aggravated the wound in her coaseteece; 
and in the whole circle of her acquaintance there was aot 
one who could direct her to a nemedy. At length it was 
settled, by ail, that she had lost her senses; and the poor 
distracted girl became the subject of conversation and pity 
in every company. It was found out-lhat she hadrbeoa 
meddling with religioo,and therewas not adoubt but h bad 
made her mad. Every expression of sympathy for Iur-, 
was mingled with a caution against having too much to do 
with religion, and her connexions rejoiced in the p^sua- 
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sioo that liiejr bad jast enough to carry them to heaven^ 
without ihfi passibility of its eansing any derangement on 
earth. Indeed, her distress was so great, that, had she not 
met with relief, it might ha?e ended in real lunacy; bat 
he, ^^who knoweth our infirmities, and remembercth we 
are but dust," administered tofaer strong consolation. Un. 
der hearing the same minister who had filled her mind 
with terror, she experienced a degree of comfort. While 
he was representing Christ as the able and willing SaTior 
of the chief of sinners, her fears were dissipated, the gar. 
ment of praise was given her, for the spirit of heaviness, 
and the oil of joy for mourning. She now became as 
cheerful as ever,,but her happiness flowed from a different 
source; praise was continually In her lips; she'became 
anxious to bring her acquaintance to the same Savior 
iriiODi the had found, and fondly imagined if they would 
but give iier a hearing, they must be convince4. 

The truths of the gospel appeared to her so plain and so 
mterettiBg, that sh« thought wherever they were heard 
they must be received with gladness. With these'views, 
in all companies, she made religion the subject of her con. 
verBation ; hence her carnal acquaintance soon forsook her. 
Miss Lively, now, laid aside her fashionable dresses, dis- 
tributed her fcc^erS) her ribands, and other gaudy arti- 
cles of her wardrobe^ and assumed the dress of a methodist, 
or a quaker. ThuA she completely ruined her reputa- 
tion^ with her former friends; and^ of all her late ad- 
mirerS) there was scarcely one who would speak to her. 
This o»«glit be wisely ordered by Providence, for her good; 
at In consequence of it^ without any difficulty, she was freed 
from connexions whicb^on account of her vivacity, would 
have been to her a perpetual snare. From a natuial easy 
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tnrn of mind she coold well endure the froifDS of the world^ 
and smile at i(s contempt; but its smiles and caresses must 
have ruined her. 

She soon acquired a new set of acquaintance, who, 
though inferior to her former ones in quality, in fortune, 
and in rank, were greatly superior to them in virtue, piety, 
and solid worth. Their society contributed much to her 
comfprt and growth in grace. She had a heart peculiarly 
formed for the enjoyments ofChristian communion, and she 
frequently stood in need of the counsel, and sometimes of 
the gentle rebukes of her judicious friends. Her inejipe. 
Tience in religion, and the warmth of her temper (rem 
quently led her into errors. She was always judging of 
her state in the sight of God, by her own frames and 
feelings; thus, if she was in a lively frame, she would 
think well of her state^ but when her natural spirits sunk, 
she would then imagine there was no grace in her heart. 
The last sermon she heard was the worst, or the best she 
had cTer heard in her life; and, if the preacher did but 
move the passions, however injudicious, or erroneous, if 
not grossly so, he was sure to have her applause. If any 
person appeared at all under serious impressions, Miss 
Lively would at once pronounce them converted,and was, 
sometim€S,angry with the more grave and thoughtful, who 
wished to judge of the tree, not by its blos8oms,bat by its 
fruits. Her friends lamented her want of self government; 
the was somehow betrayed into levities unbecoming her 
profession. Being in the habitof feeling and speaking warm, 
ly, she would often make strong declarations of attach- 
ment,when, perhaps, she hardly meant half what she said; 
and sofnetimes she would make promises without consider. 
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log whether she could fulfil them; not to say that she now 
and then forgot to fulfil them when she was able to do iL 

Hasty in her dectslons^she would often say and do many 
imprudent things, and frequently did not nse the best 
means for attaining desirable objects; though it must be 
allowed, by her activity in embracing seasons of doing 
good, she often accomplished her end,when the more prn. 
dent and cautiousChristian has lost the season in reflecting 
upon the most proper means of improTing it* The poor 
often felt her benevolence, and the afflicted were often re* 
freshed by her kind and friendly visits; her soul was dis. 
posed to sympathy; «he wept with them that wept, and 
rejoiced, with them th^t rejoiced. Lukewarm professors 
would be disposed to mark every little failing in a char* 
acter whose zeal reproached their own indifi'crence; and 
it is to be lamented that she so often furnished them with 
an opportnnity. Her more intimate friends admired the 
excellencies, without overlooking the defects of her char, 
acter, and would sometimes warn her of her danger; 
neither was she backward in taking reproof; but whether 
the warnings were not given with sufficient faithfulness,* 
or repeated with sufficient frequency, we cannot deter- 
mine; however it was. Miss Lively seemed but little ben* 
efited by them; her natural disposition got the better of 
CTery effort, and she continued the same imprudent, affec- 
tionate, changeable, amiable creature. 

At length her haste and imprudence became its own 
cure; and the kind providence of God accomplished that 
by afflictions, which the concern of her friends had in vain 
attempted. A few months after Miss Llvcly's conversion, 
her relatives became so far reconciled as to behave towards 

Voiu I. ♦ 22 
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ker wUh eifility,aQd the visited them oceasUaaliy* Aifirst 
her tisits wore short, and she was always upon her guard, 
and was generally accompanied by some Christian friend. 
But, one day unhappily she made one among a large 
party, composed of carnal and worldly persons. Mtss 
Li rely was determined to shew them sh« was not ashamed 
of her religion; indeed, pride under the disguise of zeal, 
was her principal motive for mailing this visit; accordingly 
she took the first opportunity of introducing her favorite 
subject; none of the company seemed disposed to listen to 
her, excepting a military gentleman, who was too polite 
not to attend to a lady. Miss Lively delighted that at 
length she had obtained a heariag, went on most fluently, 
began to fancy she was doing great good,and at last could 
not help exclaiming, '^JDear captain D.... how I long for 
your conversion!" The captain replied, with his accustom, 
ed politeness, ^'I should be happy, MissLively, to be cofi. 

'* loerted by you, would you favor me with another inter- 
view?" This was agreed to without a moment's thought. 
From that time they became intimate. The captain left 

* off swearing, and other outward immoralities, attended 
MissLively with the utmost assiduity to the house of God, 
admired all that she admired, and so completely won 
her affections, that he very soon possessed himself of 
her fortune, and her person, by a precipitate marriage. 

' It was in vain that her friends argued with her on the pro. 
priety of waiting to see if there was really a change in 
the heart of the person to whom she was about to attach 
herself for life. She was too proud of her convert to 
doubt a moment of the reality of the change. All re. 
monstrances were useless; she declared that the finger of 
Providence was so evident in the whole affair,that noibkig 
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should restrain her. As soon as captain D had 

gidned tbeobjcct,he was not Tery ceremonioos in throwing 
off the mask 9 which MbsLively had giTcn him the trouble 
of wearing bat for a short time; at first he laughed at all 
religion as fit only for women and fools, and, at length, 
he openly and Tiolently persecnted his amiable wife. 

It is onoecessary to enter into a particular account of the 
trials which Mrs. D.... was now called to undergo. With 
d\fficnlty, and itty rarely, could she attend the public 
means of grace; and in a great measure she was cut off 
from all her religions connexions. These were heaty 
trials. She had no {companion but her Bible,. no friend but 
her God and Sartor, no means of grace but those of a 
prif ate nature; nevertheless she has often said that before 
her af9ic(ion8,she^a/A;ecf about religious enjoyments; now 
she kneio what they were. Her devotiona were indeed 
often interrupted by blasphemy and abuse, her Bible some- 
times taken from her; bnt nothing could separate her 
from the lo?e of Go(I,and the enjoyment of his presence. 
She now lived and walked by faith, in a more eminent de- 
grce than she had ever done before. She had abundant 
occasion for all her natural spirits,and,if she had not been 
remarkably favored in this respect,must have sunk under 
her heavy burden. What the kind endeavors of her friends 
could never effect, was now prodirccd by the severity 
of affliction; and a degree of excellence appeared in the 
character of this lady which had never before been mani. 
fcsted. Her cheerfulness appeared truly amiable, and un. 
mixed with the frailties to which she had been subject. 
As she was now forced to read more, and converse less 
about religion, her judgment became more solid. Her 
9eal was in nothing diminished; but it was tempered with 
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prudence. By )ier meekness and patience she has often 
disarmed the rage of a brutal husband; yet she displayed 
fortitude in what she knew was right and conststrait with 
the Difine will; but she had already to her cost, experi- 
enced too much the sad effects of the weakness of her 
own judgment to shew any thing of rain glory, or posi. 
tit ity in defending her opinions. 

This flower whi^h now displayed new charms, and i^>« 
peared peculiarly beautiful, was not long to adorn the 
garden of God on earth. Serere trials, in a few years, ex. 
hausted the spirits of the once animated Miss Lively, and 
though her mind was Tigorous,and her soul in prosperity; 
yet her body sunk under the pressure of accumulated trials, 
and,after a shoit and rough continuance here,she was re- 
inoted into that state ^^ where the wicked cease from 
.troubling, and the weary are at rest." 



MR. RIGID; OR, THE EFFECTS OF REUNION ON A MAK 
NATURALLY STUBBORN AND RESERVED. 

[a COUNTEBPAKT to miss LIVELY.3 

Asperitas agrestis, et inconoinna. Hon ACS. 
A clownish roughness, and unpolished. 

Mr. Rigid wais, unquestionably, a man of great piety, 
and of long experience in religion. He had lived to see 
many young people make a profession, who ^^for a time 
did run well," and afterwards turned back to the world; 
as he knew Miss Lively, he was afraid for a long time she 
would be one of that description. His behavior to young 
inquirers after Christ was often^discouraging; and when he 
-was told of any one who appeared concerned about his saK 
vation, his constant remark was, ^'Let us wait; we shal 
see; the tree is known by its fruits." Sp|^,^g^^ation 
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in some respects was just; we are to wait before we fom 
our judgment of the reality of religion; but we should not 
delay for a moment to lend our aid; it is by the fruit we 
must form our opinion of the tree; but it is our duty to 
train the branches, and to promote the growth of the 
young plant in the spiritual fineyard, that it may bring 
forth fruit in its season. 

The fact was this; Mr. Rigid had for a long time walk* 
cd in darkness, and felt the deepest distress before be en« 
joyed any thing of the comfort of religion; and inost peo. 
pie thought^ that his enjoyments were always less than 
they might have been if his views of Divine truth had not 
been too much contracted, and his natural temper tdo 
rough and unbending. 

Constant in his attendance at the house of God, every 
child in the congregation knew, that if Mr. Rigid was not 
in the well known corner of his pew, which he had occu- 
pied for half a century, he must be detained by severe af- 
flictions. Steady and persevering in all his engagements, 
it was not any slight change of the wind, or the weather, 
it was nothing but absolute necessity that could keep him 
at home when his fellowChristians were worshipping God. 
Mr. Rigid had a clear judgment, and, excepting the pecu^* 
liarities of his temper, be appeared among his fellow crea- 
tnres to be without blame. The very scoffers who would 
sneer at him as a queer oldfellowy would not for a moment 
bave hesitated io take his word on any occasion. His pone, 
toality in the fulfilment of his engagements was proverbial, 
and nothing could be a higher commendation of a man's 
integrity, than to say he was as honest as old Rigid. 

His attachment to the minister on whom he attended was 
Tery strong. Thoagh, by the roughness of bis temper, ha 
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BCHnetinies gave the good man pala; jd, if oUiert TMlur* 
ed to east the molt distant refiectton oo hini) they wosld 
soon feel one of Mr.Rigid's setereat rebnkes. Indeed, his 
affection to his own pastor was so great^ that he only Uked 
other ministers in proportion as they a^roacbed his strwn 
of preaching. Hence, he was a very nice and • di&cnU 
hearer. Some ministers were too iifely; they were aU 
noise; some were not clear in their doctrines; others did 
not bring home the subject to the heart. He neTer liked 
to see a^ottii^ man in the pn^lpit; though he ought to hafe 
reflected that his farorlte miatster was once young, and 
that, if young men were not to enter into the ministry, 
there woald soon foe a d^ciency of the aged. 

Idr. Rigid, though a plain man, was possessed of &tiu 
stderaUe knowledge of Divine subjects. He spent bis leis. 
tire time, which was not a little, In readiog the works of 
Owen, Chamock, and other eminent dMnes of tbat mgt^ 
He had also bad a long eaperience of the ways ^ God and 
man; cosscqaently, bis ohserratlons were freijuently jn* 
diciotts, and if they had been made in the meekness of wis- 
dom,and received in lore, considerable benefit might have 
been derived from them, especially by young miiiisf ers, 
who, owing to his sternness, rather shunned than sought 
his acquaintance. 

There were many, however, who, notwithstanding its 
defects, could perceive, and highly esteem the sterling 
worth of Mr. Rigid's character. Those who put confix 
dence in him always found him a steady and faithful friend. 
Nice and critical, as was his taste in hearing, he would not 
condemn the ministers whom he did not altogether approve; 
but if hesaw in them theimageof Christ, he would heart, 
yy wish them success, and fervently pray for their fUrtber 
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illtnniDatioD. If ilie peculiarity of his temper gave pain 
to others, it oceasioaed f&r greater pain to himself; in pri* 
Tate, he mourned orer it as his daily burden, and consider- 
ed it as the enemy with whom he was daily to contend. 
This, notwithstanding his usual resefrve, he has, at times, 
acknowledged to his intimate acquaintance. His opinion 
of the completeness of the atonement made by the blood of 
Christ, and his firm adherence to the doctrine of DiTine 
soveteignty, never led him to fancy he was released from 
Ihe taw as a rule for his temper »and conduct; but he was 
as truly concerned to bear the image, and follow the exam- 
ple of Christ, as to be arrayed in his righteousness. He 
was always ready to promote the interests of the gospel; 
Ibnt shewed too great a predilection for those Christians 
who were of the same sect with himself, and was too much 
attached to the forms and rite^ (for every church has its 
forms and rites) of his own particular church. He had a 
spice of bigotry in his composition, and yet he never sus- 
pected it. fie perceived the bad tempers, lind mourned 
over the hard speeches, which his bigotry occasioned; but 
the principleitself he rather cherished than opposed, mis- 
taking it for steadiness to his profession; and rather glp- 
ried in his inordinate zeal for peculiar systems, modes,and 
forms, under the notion, that he was ^^contending earnestly 
for the faitit once delivered to the saints." There was a 
want of sympathy in Mr. Rigid's natural temper, which 
prevented him from entering into the feelings of the dis- 
tressed; he had scarcely ever tasted the cup of affliction, 
and was, therefore, backward to believe what others said 
concerning the bitterness of its contents; his favors were, 
on this account, sometimes conferred in a manner which 
grated on the fei^ings of those who received them, yet it 
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woold be Diijast not to acknowledge that he was always 
ready to'belp the poor^ and to open hb purse to the ne. 
oessitons. 

Before It pleased God to take this good man to himself, 
his heart was both softened and enlarged In the school of 
affliction. In the coarse of a tedions illness, which pre. 
ceded his dissolution, he experienced much kind attention 
from a person who belonged to the connexion over which 
the late. Re?. John Wesley presided. Mr. Rigid was oftea 
In great pain of body, and, occasionally, felt great darkness 
of mind; the affectionate behavior of his friend orercaroe 
his natural reserve, and they conversed freely together. 
Though, nothing could be more opposite than the views of 
Mr, Rigid, and those of his friend, in some points; and 
though he had often expressed, in strong terms, his abhor, 
rence of Arminianism,and the idconsisteitcy of any sort of 
Christian communion with the Arminian Methodists, he 
now began to think that vital, experimental religion, and 
nnaffected piety, might exist in a person whose views thus 
differed from his own. At one time when he was ex. 
pressing his entire dependence on Christ for salvation, his 
friend repeated to him that beautiful hymn which begins, 

Jesus, thy blood and righteousness 
My beauty are, my glorious dress. 

The whole was congenial with thefeelings of his own mind; 
and so consistent with his views of Divine truth, that he ex. 
claimed, in his usual emphatic manner; '^He who could 
write that hymn, and adopt those words as the language of 
his heart, will one day sing gloriously in heaven." When 
he was informed it was one of Mr. Wesley's hymns, he 
was covered with shame, on recollecting ho«r ill he had 
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formerly thoaght, and spokea of a man concerning whom 
he could now say^ ^'May my lot be with him, and may 
his portion be mine." 

His heart was now expanding,and while he retained his 
former well digested opinions of Diyine truth, he felt a 
degree of love to other Christians, which he had never be- 
fore experienced. He saw that he had made modes and 
forms, the mere scaffolding of the building, of equal con- 
sequence with the building itself. His religious conso- 
lations also sensibly increased; the roughness was remov- 
ed from his temper, and the graces of his mind shone 
forth with new lustre. 

At length, to the regret of all who knew him, he expir- 
ed; bat to the comfort of his Christian friends, he had,ia 
his last moments, the full possession of ^^peace of con- 
science, and joy in the Holy Ghost." 



SUNDAY SICKNESS; 

OH9 AN IirqVIRY INTO THE NATURE AND CAUSES OF ▲ 
DISEASE OF THE TYPHOUS KIND, WHICH THOUGH OF LONG 
STANDING AND GENERAL PREVALENCE, HAS NEVER BEEN 
NOTICED BY ANY MEDICAL WRITER. 

Principiis obsta, Sero medicina paratur. 

Cum mala per longas invaluere moras. Ovis. 



Resist disease betimes, if you would see 
Your health the same as once it us'd to be; 
Too late we at last call for med'oine's aid. 
Ourpow'rs, bj long affliotion, all decay'd. 

Doctor Easy, amongst other papers, has gi?en me one 
containing the particulars of the disease which is reprc- 
VoL. I. 23 
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sealed bj the paticttls as a natural, but wbick^ be tUskt, 
hears tbe syraptoms of a moral disorder. I sbiUl gife 
bU history of it in the present number. 

There is a disease, at tbis time, too pfevak»it in our 
neighborbood, an account of which Is aot to be found in 
our popular books of mediciae; I shall, therefore, eo* 
deafor to communicate 8<M»e particulars respecting It* 

The disease, to which I refer, is evidently of the intcf* 
mitting kind; and in all casc^i that ba?e fallen under my 
notice, has attacked the patients by violent p^i'oxiiuBi 
vbich return every seventh day. it may be thoiigbt to sa- 
vor of superstition to mention it, i|od yet it 10 a fact,aa4 
therefore must not be pasg^ over, tb^t, these parexisma 
xeturn only on tbe Lord's day, on whic^ ae^ount tbe dis*. 
aase is called tbe Sundfgf ^wkness; s^ the faculty know U 
by no other name than L)kil}ommm morbm. On accoiml 
of its periodical attacks, some have thought it to be a sin- 
gular kind of ague, especially, as it is attended witba great 
degree of coldness, though I do not perceive the symp. 
toms of shiveriAg wbicb are u^ual; in that comfikMnt 

I have observed the parousms comnmnee at diffetsent 
periods, but generally in the morning of theLord^ day^ 
and in many cases it seizes the patient before he has left 
bis bed, and makes him indisposed to rise till a later hour 
than usual. A coldness has first been noticed about the 
region of the heart; andadolnessin the head, which stupU 
fies the brain, not unusually succeeds; this is followed by 
yawning,and a sort of lethargy. The patient is^sometimes, 
deprived of the use of his limbs, especially the legs and the 
feety so that he finds himself indisposed to walk to the 
bouse of God. Some^ indeed, have gone npto Ibe soIwbb 
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assembly; but they bafe geoerally entered it later than 
tbetr neighbors; and even there the paroxisms have 
seized them, and the symptoms of yawning and lethargy 
have been so Tiolent, that, they have fallen tnfto a dead 
sleepy even, when the preacher has been deliTering the 
most solemn truths in the most animated manner; and 
otliers have been extremely uneasy ki their confinement 
daring the time of service, though they have been known 
to sit, very contentedly^^ in a playhouse, for several 
liours together* 

This disease appears to stupify those who are subject to 
H, so that, however, they may appear to suffer, they are 
seldom, ifever,heard to complain. I have known persons 
mnder otl^r diseases mourn on account of their confine* 
lEient from public worship; but the victims of this extra- 
erdinary disorder were never heard to exclaim, ''My soul 
longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts of the Lord; 
flsy heart, and my flesh crieth out for the living God; 
when shall I come and appear before God?" 
I was at first greatly surprised, after hearing that a patient 
could not get to public worship, to find her the next day as 
active as if she had not been subject t6 any kind of indispo# 
sitton; but I have since found it very common, after the 
paroxisms are removed, for the patient to appear perfectly 
Well till the approach of the next Sabbath; though most of 
the faculty agree, that, there is a low feverish heat to be 
perceived during the day s of interval, which is calledjFV&m 
tnundi; ox the worldly fever. There seems also to be a 
loss of appetite for savory food, and an entire want of 
relish for ptinis mYae,which, it is thought,might be of ser- 
vice to remove their disease, as a very skilful and experi* 
• 
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cnced person asserted that, ^4t was more to bim thao hi^ 
necessary food," and another has recommended it as pecu* 
liarlj .agreeable to the taste, ^^sweeter than honey or the 
honey comb." One circumstance I had almost forgotten^ 
namely, that, those who have not laid aside all attention 
to the form of religion, if they are subject to the Sunday 
sickness, generally, feel somewhat chill, and listless about 
the hours of secret retirement, and family defotion. 

From some symptoms, in the families where this disease 
has made its appearance, there is reason to fear that it Is 
contagious. If I am not strangely mistaken, some chil. 
dren have received the infection from their parents; and 
I expect every week to see it more prevalent in the vicin- 
ity of a great family who are dreadfully under the power 
of the disorder. The symptoms of yawning are evident 
in some, and of lethargy in others, who are not jet so 
far gone as to be kept from public worship. 

I was willing to hope the Sunday sickness was a new 
complaint, and peculiar to these parts; but,it seems,there 
are but few places where the malady has not reached; 
and weariness of the Sabbath appears to have been a raging 
disorder among the Jews, in the times of their common- 
wealth; though it is to be feared, it never was more prev- 
alent and contagious than at present; and, I am sorry to 
say, its prevalence is, not a little, owing to the late at* 
tempts of a gentleman to prove that its cfiects are not to 
be dreaded. 

In searching for the causes of these symptoms, I have 
met with considerable difficulty; but am now convinced, 
after the closest investigation, that they are generally 
brought on by excessive indulgence, and feeding without 
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reserfe cm the sour fruits of the flesh, and the windy diet 
of the world. Persons, who sit for many hours together 
in flose rooms, with vdn and carnal companions^ are pe- 
culiarly liable to the malady; and I have obserred that a 
neghrct oi family and social religion on working days; a 
great delight in cards and other games; a frequent atten. 
dance upo^ balls, drink io^ clubs, and stage plays, are 
its common forernnners. 

I am desirous that these particulars should be laid before 
the pnb}ic,that they may serve to ca ution some persons of 
tbeir danger, and that the skilful may be excited to seek 
oat a remedy for the disease. Some have thought that the 
complaint is a moral rather than a natural one; it is, how. 
ever, argued on the other side, that the patients generally 
complain of a natural indisposition. What is to be done? 
It is high time that physicians or divines should attend to 
the mahkly. I have sometimes thought of prescribing 
draughts andbolusses to those who have told me that they 
canld not c«meto church, or not come in time, or not keep 
Awake while they were there; but when I bavefound them 
Well, and actite in their business, I have declined it for 
fear it should seem like forcing medicines. Had I been 
S^rethat wotldly business ov pleasurehad detained them, 
I should have recommended the clergyman to attend to 
their ease; but when (hey talk of their infirmities and in. 
dispositions, I do not know how he could address them. 
Perhaps it is necessary to hold a consultation of physt. 
cians and divines, that it may be determined to whom 
^e patients belong, and whether the complaint is seated 
in the body or in the soul. 

As the following admonition to sleepers is in some de- 
gree connected with the above paper, and I know not 
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whether it has been before printed, I shall recommend it, 
as worthy of attention, to those whom it may coocem. It 
was drawn up by a minister of great zeal, and I shall faith- 
fully transcribe the copy before me,becau8e,tBoaghit may 
be rather in the rough, the style is peculiarly character- 
istic of the writer. 

'^The horrid habit of sleeping in some is the source of 
infinite pain toothers. It damps,more than any thing else, 
the vivacity of a preacher. Constant sleepers are public 
nuisances, and deserve to be scourged out of a religious 
assembly, to which they are a constant disgrace. There 
are some, who have regularly attended a place of worship 
for seven years twice a day, and yet have not heard one 
whole sermon in all the time. These dreamers are a con- 
stant distress to their preachers, and could sober reason 
operate on them, they would soon be reclaimed. 

^'In regard to health, would any but astupidman choose 
such a place to sleep in? . In respect of character, what can 
be said for him, who in his sleep makes months, and wry 
faces; and exhibits strange postures, and sometimes snores, 
and starts,and talks in his sleep,and renders himself ridic- 
ulous to the very children of the place? Where is his pm. 
dence,when he gives malicious persons occasion to suspect 
himof gluttony,drunkenness,laziness,andsuchlikecause8 
of sleeping in the day time? Where is his breeding? He 
ought to respect the company present What an o£fensi?e 
rudeness to sit down and sleep before them! Above all, 
where is his piety and fear of God? There will come a 
period in the existence of this easy drone, in which he will 
awake, and find the Philistines punishing the idler wha 
was shorn in bis sleep. 
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^^Ministers have taken a number of methods to rid our 
assemblies of this odious practice. Some ha?e reasoned; 
some haTe spoken louder; some haTe whispered; some 
have threatened to name the sleeper, and have actually 
named him; some ha?e called fire; some have left o£f 
preaching; Dr. Young sat down and wept; Bishop AyU 
mer took out his testament and read Greek. Each of these 
awaked their audience for the time; but the destruction 
of the habit belongs to the sleeper himself; and if neith- 
er reason nor religion can excite him, why, he must 
sleep on till death and judgment awake him." 



A SERIOUS REPARTEE. 

Said Frank to his sister, " I heard t'other day. 
You pious folks always believe, when you pray. 
The Almighty is sure to attend to your prayer,, 
And grant you your wishes -whaiever they are*" 

*' No, brother, are do not;" she meekly replied, 

** Some are granted in grace, some injustice denied. 

If heaven had answer'd my fervent desire. 

You'd have long since been snatch'd as a brand from the fir6." 



EPIGRAM L 

•N A BAMBLINO PREACHER, WHO LAID HIS BIBLE BBBXHB* 
HIM AS SOON AS HE HAD READ HIS TEXT. 

Wh en Ralph has read his text, 

Youll see it if you muid him;. 
He sKuts his Bible i^»a, . 

And lays it down behind him. 

No wonder, Spintext cries, 

He'U do as weU without it; 
For when his text is read. 

He U say np more, about H* 
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• V A VRBACRBB WHO WAS VAIN OV NOT STUDTIKO BIS 
DZSCOURSB. 

Pbter 80 often tells his friends, 

That they must needs belieye it. 
His sermon eomes into his mind. 

All fresh as they reoeiye it. 

Poor man! I d hare him laTe his hreath, 
• AwA tell him so sinaerely. 
That he ne*er studies we're eooTino'd, 
His preaching proves it clearly. 



©N BEING PRESENTED WITH A PORTRAIT OF DB. 
WATTS. 

W HBN the last solemn trumpet loud shall blow. 

And wake the dead.to endless hliss or wo. 

Amid the bless'd, that faTor'd, ransom'd throngs 

Prepared to jam the ef>arlBSlin|^ sMft 

When snttis^ like Watts, my Sstiqi^b triwiplk 

Content I'd oeeopy the lowest pla««. 

And now, if e'er my feohia virtne hif^ 

Or when my Tain ambitious thoughts prevail, 

T\\ view this image of the wond'rous man; 

For while my muse in vain attempts to scaa 

His just preeminence, abas'd I feel. 

And mourn the lagging efforts of my zeal; 

My powers are lost, when I would fondly traoe 

His moral worth, rich wH, and heav'nly graoe. 

Unwearied he drew forth a brilliant store. 
From mines of science unexplor'd before; 
With skill revealing natttve's hlddan hnra, 
He trac'd effects to their Supreme First Cause; 
His thoughts expansive stretch'd froMi pole to polei 
So noUy soar'd his atovaM^o*^ 
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^or stopp'd, till in the sacred page he aav 
HimseH'obooKious to Gknl's righteous law; 
ITtough in attainments high, in tout abas' d, 
His holy lore the flow of genius graoM, 
And, touch'd with glowing energy diyine^ 
He joy'd to see a Savior's glory shine, 
Imbu'd with piety his noblest lays. 
And taught the British muse a heav'nly phrase. 

Prompt, yet profound; though varied, constant 8til|, 
On virtue's side his labor and his skill. 
His wit and wisdom infidels confound. 
Or combat Locke on metaphysic ground; 
In verse sublime to Sinai's summit soar. 
Amid the bick'ring flame, and thunder's roar.* 
But love, the grace supreme, still meek and kind, 
A kindred inmate in his gentle mind. 
Could change the lofly for more soothing strains. 
To Christians ever dear while verse remains; ' 

Or lower stoop, to teach in artless lays 
E'en lisping infants their Redeemer's praise. 
Benignly bopious, so, refreshing show'rs 
Invig'rate trees and shrubs, meads, herbs, and floVrf^ 
Revive the drooping plants, the strong mature. 
Cherish the tender hud, and future fruit ensure. 



ON OBTAINING A PORTRAIT OF JOHN BUNYAN. 

Faithful resemblance of that man of God, 
Who saw in tireams, what course the pilgr4ii trod. 
Who could so well bis various toils recount. 
From his own birthplace to the heav'nly mount. 
Before my eyes, within these walls reside. 
And while I gaze, or mem'ry shall abide, 
I'll think of him, who, by the holy word. 
Was led from devious paths to seek the Loni. 
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Wlio, like th' aposUea^ edlM from mean enptoj. 
Made rinners trembly filfd the taints with joy; 
Became, so heaven ordain'd, the pilgrim's guide^ 
Like his brave Grtai Meart, to the rtrer'* side; 
Tin eaird, at lei^gth, the gloomy stream. 
He sees the city now without a dream, 
Kear to the Lamb, before the dirone divine. 
Among his thiniuff one; be hold him shine! 
While saints and angels join his heavenly lay. 
Pilgrims still moving in the nan ow way, 
Charra'd by his vision, mark the path he drew, 
And keep the heav nly city full in view. 
Both wit and judgment in his page unite, 
Witli truth 10 instruct, and fancy to delight. 
The lah'rer reads, nor thinks the lessons hard, 
^ That please the scholar and the lofty bard.* 

The child, who scarcely knows it from romanee. 
Loves to behold the pilgrim's tribe advance; 

^Cvvper. The following are hit beautiful Unet m the 1^%t»«i, 

in hit 'J)frocinium. 
» 

thou, whom, borne on fancy '» eager wing. 

Back to the season of lifers happy springs 

1 pleas d remember, and while memory yet 
Holds fast her office here, can ne'er forget; 
Ingenious dreamer, in whose well told tale 
Sweet fiction and sweet truth alike prevail; 

Whose hum' reus vein, strong sense, and simple s^le. 

May teach the gayest, make the gravest smile; 

Witty, and well employed, and like thy Lord, 

Speaking in parables his slighted word; 

I name tkee not, let so despis'd a name 

Should move a sneer at thy deserved fame; 

Yet e'en in transitory life's lale day. 

That mingles all ray brown with sober gray, 

Bevere the man, whose pilgrim marks the road. 

And guides the pbooress of the tool to Qod. 
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Wlule thoie, who bead %ieath the wdght ef ag% 
Stilly smiling, di*aw instructioD from hi« page. 

Lord, what am I, that thou should'st bid me l^adti 
In the same narrow way, the present seed 
Of Bunyan's Christians? Teach me now to cry. 
Amid destruction's sons, <*The end is nigh!" 
To warn them, witli ihe ardor they require, / 

' That soon their city must be burnt with fire. 
Oh, give me grace to bring a goodly traio» 
To fly from wrath; eternal life' to gain; 
To follow those who follow'd Christ before^ 
And join them, when \.\ie\r pUgrimuge b o'er. 
Then, when my work is done, give me a seat 
Somewhere beneath the holy dreamer* a feet. 
There to rejoice, as other pilgrims come. 
Weary and ««/, to rest themselves at home. 



ON A HALF LENGTH PORTRAIT OF COWPEE. 

The hand that half of Co wper drew. 

Most prudent may we call; 
The artist, wfaen-he painted, knew 

That none could paint the wfaplo. 



FORGIVENESS OF INJURIES. 

Abi}h Hanifah, a most celebrated doctor among the 
orthodox miissulmen, haTing causelessly received a mali. 
cious and violent blow on the face,spoke thus io him who 
struck him;'**I could return you injury for the injury yoa 
have done me; but I will not. I could also inform against 
jou to the Khalifll^ but I will not bean informer. I could 
in my prayers and addresses to God, represent the outrage 
done me; but I will forbear that. In fine, 1 could, at the 
day of judgmeDt^ desire God to revenge it; but far be it 
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from me; nay, should that t^rible day arri?e at (his rery 
momeDt,and could my intercessioo then prevail,! would 
not desire to eater paradise without you!" How noble an 
instance of a calm, serene, and forgiving mind! How hap. 
py would it be for all Christians, and how honorable to 
the name of Jesus, were there more frequent exercises of 
this grace of forgiveness, like this wiise and virtuous 
Mahometan; and more especially like Him, who, upon 
the cross, prayed, ^^Father, forgive them, for they know 
not what they do!" 



A ncxmous dream about facts; or, occurren- 

CES OF EVERY DAY. 

A SCENE which 1 beheld in my sleep, some time«ago, has 
occupied my waking thoughts ever since. As the cir- 
cumstances which then seemed to happen, certainly take 
place every day, the recital may both phase and edify, and 
stamp a solemnity upon time, which was nut observed be* 
forer The remembrance of it has both moderated my joy 
and regulated my sorrow, upon various occasions. 

In my sleep, I supposed myself seated in ji balloon, and 
carried up an immense height into the air, when all at 
once it became stationary. An angel then presented me 
with a telescope and an ear trumpeCr **With the one," 
said he, ^^you will be able to see every thing that hap- 
pens today in one half of the world; the other will con« 
vey the words spoken by the persons you see." 

When I put my eye to the telescope, the scene which 
was presented was grand beyond conception; and the glass 
had this peculiar property, that it disclosed the transac- 
tions which passed within the houses, as well as without 
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them. The yariety which I beheld in the tarlous coun. 
tries of the warld^ the Duxnberless cities, towns, villages, 
palaces, &c. filledilny mind with such confusion, that I 
could not for some time &t my attention upon any par. 
ticular spot, so as to observe what was going forward. 

The first object to which I particularly directed my at- 
tention was, a prince sitting in bis bed-chamber, who, for 
the first time, had felt the symptoms of a mortal disease. 
<^ There! There!" said he, ^^ is a summons tp leave all 
my pleasures, 4ny riches, my honors! flow quickly 
bare ray days passed away! Life appears only like a 
dream!" He sends for his physician, who feels his pulse. 
At first his coonlenance indicated al^m. The prince, 
perceiving this, hastily asked his opinion. This he de- 
dined, but advised him to retire to bed; there I saw him 
faid, and there I loft him, to turn my glass towards some 
other object. 

' In an adjoining house T perceived a large company assem- 
Ueii, to congratulate the family in consequence of a large 
fortttae, which had been left them by an uncle, who had 
died a few days before. Their mirth was excessive. 
Wtnes-and all the delicacies of the season were presented; 
when they drank to the memory of the deceased, without 
regretting His removal. None remarked the transitory na- 
ture of temporal things, nor warned the family not to trust 
in uncertain riches, but in the living God, who is the only 
permanent possession. 

A ship at sea, in a furious storm, next attracted my at* 
teotion; it was full of passengers. These were in the ut- 
most pert urbation,every moment ex pecting a watery grave! 
I beheld a husband clasping his beloved vrife in his arm^ 
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Beveral children clinging to their fatber, b«ggiag him tm 
save them; his silent sighs and tears strongly expressed 
his inability. In a few minutes the iMvel was iafisibley 
and every soul on board bad perished. 

I th«fn looked to a humble cottage, the master of which 
was reading the 14th chapter of the gospel by St. John. I 
overheard him say, ^^Mysoul doth magnify the Lord; and 
all that is within me is stirred up to praise him." He laid 
down the boolL, and looking towards hraven, said, ^^Mj 
soul seems as if within the veil, viewing my deadly beloved 
Lord, who loved me, and gave himself for me. Come^ 
Lord Jesus, come quickly!" ^^ Happy mani" said I, 
'^ thrice happy man! The aggregate riches of both the 
Indies could not give rise to sttcfa life, joy,and peace* In a 
few morebours,or years, that humble, unnotici^d cottager 
riiall stand before the throneof God and of the Lamb,aBd 
join for ever in the halU'lujahs of the glorified!" 

How differently is yonder miser employed, counting hii 
money in that garret, trembling lest it ahould be Seized hy 
the hands of some robber! But I perceive a danger of 
which he is not aware; the under story of his bouse h ia 
flames; but his attention to his treasure prevents his per- 
ceiving it, till too late to escape. He leaps from the win. 
dow, is killed on the spot; and his property is consumed 
by the undistingutHhtng fire. My soul! Set thtu affections 
on' things that are above, where destruction shall be nil. 
known for ever; where separation from the object of tby 
affections can never happen. 

I next turned to a gaming company. To appearance 
they were all happy and cheerful. Some were losing, oth. 
ers gaining. A thoughtless young man lost his whole 
property at one throw of the dice! Jtie slipped away to an- 
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mther apartment, and seemed ready to tear out his very 
lieart. He had several brothers and sisters entirely de. 
pendent upon htm for support, who had all been brought 
up in the first stylo. How to reveal his ruin to his friends 
lie knew not; but do it he must. He called the gentleman 
aside who had gained his property, and becrged him as a 
friend, to allow him only to retain a few thousand pounds, 
to prevent his utter ruin; but the love of money rendered 
this gentleman deaf to his proposal*. 

Isawastackof cbininiesbh>wndownin one of the prin- 
cipal streets in Vienna^and five or six persons were buried 
in the rubbish! The relations of one of them lived on the 
other side of the street. It was affecting ta hear their 
•hrieks, and observe their anguishf 

Ia,an opper room-of ahousein Berlin,! observed an af. 
lectionate mothet taking leave of her numerous weeping 
children. She committed them to the care of her hear- 
enly Father; commended the amazing love of God in his 
Son Jesus to their constant consideration; charged them 
to depart from iniquity, and to live obedient to their God; 
declaring, if they did not, her instructions and warnings 
would witness against 4hem in the day of God. She stop, 
ped suddenly, closed her eyes, saying, ^4 go to God my 
Savior!" and died. 

In South America, I beheld ten- captives dragged to the 
mines, to remain under ground for life. As they entered 
the mouth of the pit, they looked back to the sun with 
sorrowful countenances, to bid a final adieu to that fair 
luminary. I followed them with an eye of pity many 
hundred yards down,and saw them instantly put to work. 

I next viewed a ship wrecked upon a barbarous coast. 
The mariners reached the shore with nothing more than 
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their li?es« They scrambled ap the rocks, and witnessed 
their vessel beat into a thoasand pieces. A party of sava- 
ges appeared from behind some bushes, and b^rbai onsly 
slew these forlorn strangers. Perhaps at this ?ery time 
the parents of some of them were in the midst of mer. 
riraent, ignorant of the awful situation of their sons; oth- 
ers looking anxiously every day for the arrival of this 
ship, in which was a beloved father or brother, whom they 
had not seen for many years; nor will they ever be able 
to obtain intelligence respecting their fate. 

//ere, is a person put into prison, who lived in affluence 
and respectability all his days. He never, till now,wasin 
a room from which he could not, or durst not, depart* 
His family at home resolve to visit him, but are denied ad« 
mission; even a letter dare not pass. bet ween him t^d hit 
dearest friends. True, bis own folly brought him to this 
misery; but still he has the feelings of a man. 

TherCf is a merchant lamenting the loss of a valuable 
ship and cargo. Hercy one rejoices in the safe arrival of 
his vessel, and hopes for abundant profit from the sale ai 
his goods. Here is one hurled from the pinnacle of opu- 
lencc,into the valley of poverty. Here is a court favorite ' 
thrown into disgrace; and another is raised to his place. 
In that palace lies the man who made the world to trem. 
ble, unable to move himself upon his bed, ready to OKperi- 
ence death, which he often inflicted withont remorse upon 
others! Thousands are preparing to congratulate his suc- 
cessor the moment his breath is gone* He receives no 
wholesome admonition respecting that eternity into which 
he is about to^nter. To him it is a leap in the dark. His 
numberless avocations during health,left him no leisure te 
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look into the word of truth for instruction about hb soul's 
salvation; he waited for a more convenient season; while 
foolishly doitig ^Py the heavenly decree that be should die 
Went forth from the Lord. He sickened, he trembled, ho 
groaned, he died. 

In that house to which T now look, lives a family over, 
whelmed with poverty; they have not a morsel to eat; be* 
iog strangers in the town, they have no friends to apply to 
for assistauce. Having seen better days, their situation is 
more distressing. A few doors from them I see a family 
living in the utmost profusion; their dishes at table are^o 
numerous,they can hardly taste half of them, and yet they 
are not4hankfu!! They say, ^^This fowl is too old; that 
one isBot well cooked; this pudding is bad; and that tri- 
fle i^intolerable." The patience of Job could not bear 
with the constant ingratitude af such creatures; yet God 
has pHience to bear with such persons for many years;, 
but if his goodness docs not lead them to repentancCj his 
wrath will begin to burn. 

Now the angel who provided the telescope and trumpet, 
Htade his appearance. He asked me how many people 
were at this moment, within my view, in the agonies of 
death? After turning my glass to twenty or thirty cities,! 
said I supposed there might T)e twenty thousand in all the 
kingdoms which were visible. ^'Ah," said he^ ^Hhereare 
more than a hundred thousand who win not live twenty 
four hours! There are also many thousands of these peo* 
pie who are running about in perfect health, who will be 
dead before the week expires!" 

He remarked, that God was every minute creating hun. 
dreds of souls and bodies for their habitation,and summoQ- 

Yoh. I. ^24 ^ / 
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, tog abont tbe same namber tm appear at hU judgment bar« 
Had you powers capable of distioguisHiog spirits, yoa 
would perceife a coostant flight of souls leanBg i)m 
world; some for the mansions of tbe blessed^others bound 
for the abodes of the wretched! 

The angel, after taking from me the telescope and 
trumpet adris'ed me to dwell as a pilgrim and stranger in 
that miserable world, tiH my time for tleparting shonkl 
come; daily to bewail the direful effects which sin has 
produQ0d; to forsake every enl way myself, and warn 
o^ers to do the same; assuring them, from Grod's word, 

' that belie?ers in Jesus have the promise of the life that 
now is, and the life that is to come. ^^Go in peace,'' said 
he, *^na may the God of love and peace be with yon." 
On this I awoke, and, behold, it was a dream. Bu^ 
-surely, there has not been a day since the ¥rorld was gen. 
erally peopled, but similar scenes have taken place. Such 
contemplations have certainly a practical tendency; if 
they have not this effect, we are mere speculators. 



UNES INTENDED FOR A WATCH PAPER. 

Moments swiftly fly away! 
Niothing can compel their atay; 
Whither are they leadiog me? 
To a vast etemityi 
To a heav*!! of perfect h&SB, 
Or a dreadful dark abyss! 
What, my soid, then canst thoa do^ 
With such prospects in thy ww? 
Flee to Jesus, flee away; 
Not tomorrow, come today; 
Come this moment; for, to thee 
It now may h« eternity! 
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_ ^ON THE^ SCRIPTURES. 

HoLY.Biblc^ book diYincy 
Precious treasure'. Tfem art mine; 
Mine, to tell mewliei^cej o«ine; 
JAine, to ||ach me -what I am! 

Mine, to chide me when I ]:pve; 
Mine, tD shew a Saviot's love; 
Mine, art tkou to guide my feet; 
Mine, to judge, condemn, AcquiU 

Mine, to comfort in distress,^ - 
If the H^ Spirit bftss; 
Mine, to diew, by liying faiths 
Man can triumph over death! 

Mine to tell of joys to come^ 
Of the rebel sinner's doom; 
O, thou precious book divine! 
Precious treasure! Thou art mine! 



LETTER FROM A l*ADY TO HER HITSBAKD. 

[To be read after her death. ] 
"my ^rvlt dearbst and beloved husband, 

'^As I look apon my continoaDce here ?ery precarious, 
and, from the Datore of my dtsordeK, I may not ha?e it in 
my power to speak to you when the awful king of terrort 
brings his summons; now, while I have the power to 
write, and reason to reflect, I with pleasure and gratitude 
employ a few minutes in addressing you. 

^^In the first place, I return you my most sincere and 
grateful thanks for all your long, kind, affectionate, and 
tender care of me^ I may say unremitting affection towards 
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me amidst injr manj weakncfeses^nd ipfirmUies. -I do Beg 
of you to cast the mantle of l^ye over puf many frsuUies 
and ongratefal beha? lor. I ipake no doubt but that mj 
niiholy and unsanctified tempers have often been a trial to 
you. I do lament them to you now^ as I have often la- 
mented them before God; an3 I do beg that you will fol- ' 
low the example of^your blessed Master, and remember 
that I am but dust. Whatever has been wrong, bury ia 
oblivion. Think how the Lord bath- born with me ia this 
wilderness. He knew. that I should deal treacherously 
from the womb; and yet/ stupendous love, he has borne 
^witb my backsliding heart, my refractory will, my rebel, 
lious spirit, my depraved, polluted nature; and, after all, 
those dreadful aggravations, hath magnified the riches of 
liis grace by saying, ^^ Deliver that poor creature from 
going down into' the pit; I have found* a ransolm. Oh!- 
To grace how great a debtor!" ♦ ♦ ♦ « * 
[Here she ended.3 



THE DUHF SERMON. ;> 

Not by mighty nor ' by power ^ hut by my Spirit^ saiih 
tHe Lord. 

The energy of this 'eternal truth was most fd^cibly ap^ 
plied to the heart of the late R^v. W. Tennant,of America, '• 
on the fallowing remarkable occasion^ In his neighbor- 
hood resided a professed deist, a man of etnisider^ble at. 
tainments as to worldly wisdom. He oflen,from whatever 
motive, attended theministry of Mr^Te^nant, whose pow- 
ers as a preacher were of a superior kind;^ his skill in 
the scriptuvci b^iog 4e^> and his style rich, argumenta* ^ 
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fit e^and impfesii? e« Learning once the intcntioo of the 
deist to attend dWine serf ice on the following sabbath, Mr. 
Tennant most diligently prepared for the occasion, bjined. 
itating upon, an'd fixing in his mind CTcry argument which 
might work a conviction. Thus prepased, be ascended the 
pulpit. ^^But who is Paul, or who is Apollos? Paul may 
plant, and Apollos may water; bat it is God that giTetii 
the increase." Praise and prayer being concluded, the 
discourse began; but soon the preacher's memory was 
plunged into perfect oblifion; and not being in the custom 
of using notes, he in Tain end^aTored to proceed; his 
mind was sealed up as to the subject of discourse; and he 
was under the painful necessity of confessing his inability, 
and concluded with prayer. The Spirit of God was now 
at work. The deist was led to reflect upon the extraordi* 
nary case; he had, on former occasions, experieaoed and 
adimred Mr.Tennant's powers of oratory. From his coa. 
eluding prayer on this occasion, he found him in vigor of 
mind. To what could he trace the sudden dereliction of 
his power8,when entering upon such a dlscout se? Happy 
roan! He was led to discover in it the Jinger of God! 
The joyful change soon reached Mr. Tennant, who,doubt* 
less, was deeply humbled and grateful; for he ever af- 
terwards ^oke of his dumb sermon as the best he ever 
^preached. 



*-■ THE DEATH OF THE CHRISTIAN. 

Dbath suddetkTy oresented himself before a Christian. 
^^Welcome! Thou messenger of immortality; thrice wel« 
».eome!" was the'«alu(alion of the good man.^ '* 

~ m 
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y Bow is this," said death, ^^son of sia, dost thou not 
fear my approach?" 

^' No; he who is a Christian indeed, may view thee un. 
dismayed." 

^^Canst thou behold me attended by sickness and dis. 
•ase; canst thou observe the cold sweat distilling from. 
my wings, without shuddering?" 

^^Even so," replied the believer in Jesus. 

^^And wherefore is it that thou tremblest not?" 

^'Because it is by them I am assured of thy speedy ap^ 
proach." 

^^And who art thou, O mortal! That my presence hath 
BO power to terrify?" 

'^^ I am a Christian!" smiling with benignity on his 
stern visitor. 

Death then breathed upon him; and in an instant they 
both disappeared. A grave had opened beneath their 
feet; and I coufd observe something lying therein. I 
wept. Suddenly the sound of celestial voices attracted my 
attention, and 1 looked towards heaven. I saw the Chris, 
tian in the clouds; his countenance was irradiated with the 
same smile as i had before observed upon it, and his hands 
were clasped together. Glittering angels then approach- 
ed him, shouting, and^he Christian shone resplendent as 
themselves. Again I wept. I now looked into the grave^ 
and at qnce perceived what it contained; it was the Chris- 
tian, having disrolied himseif for his Higjj^. 
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BURELY THE BITTERNESS OF DEATH IS PASSED. 

Whsv bemUng o'er the brink of life. 

My trembling soul shall stand; 
Waiting to pass death's awful flood, 
Crreat Csod, at thy command! 

When weeping friends surround, my bed. 

And close my sightless eyes; 
When, shatter'd by the weight of years. 

This broken body lie^ 

When eVry long lov'd scene of life 

Stands ready to depart; 
When the last sigh vfaiob shakes the ^noa* 

Shall rend thu bursting heart; 

O, thou Great Source of joy supreme. 

Whose arm alone can save. 
Dispel the darkness that surrounds 
^ . The entrance to the grave! " 

JjKf thy supporting, gentle hand 

Beneath my sinking head; 
And wHh a ray of love divine, 

Hhime my dying bed. 

^Leaning on thy dear faithful breast^ 

May I resign my breath! 
And».in thy fond embraces, lose 

**The bitterness of death!" 



THE POWER OP PREJUWCE. 

A PROTESTANT clergyman, in Ireland, was called to 

Tisit a stckrand dying woman. A Roman cathulic^^a very 

decent woman, i»as present. The clergyman took occa- 

* iioa tp dwell on the lo?e of the Savior, and the efficacy of 
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his blood to take away sin; warmly exhorting he;*, to pot 
her trust alone in him. Making a pause in his discourse^ 
the catholic woman, who^bj hercoa|itenan€e,had express, 
ed mnch astonishment, immediately exclaimed, ^^O, sir! 
This IS the first time I e?er thought that a protestant 
minister belieTed in Christ*" 

The opposition of protestant ministers to the so per. 
stitious use of the i^ign of the cross, may have gifen occa. 
aion iq the priests to'te^pssent them as. enemies to the 

' doctrine of th^ cross. But may not the siUnce of some 
preachers^ as to the grand peculiarities of the gospel, in 
Uieir preacbMg, confirm the aahappy prejudice? May no 
protestant preachers, by their omission of Christ in their 
seirmoDS, render It questionable to their hearers, whether 

, or not they belle? e in Christ! 



THE CHARACTER OF SOME MODERN REUGIONISTS. 
^^I SAT amen with all my heart, to your observations on 
religious characters. Men, who profess themselves adepts 
in mathematical knowledge, in astronomy, or jurispra. 
dence,are generally as well qualified as they would appear. 
The reason may be,that they are always liable todetectioo, 
should they attempt to impose upon mankind, and there, 
fore take care to be what they pretend. In religion alone, 
a profession is often slightly taken up, and slovenly carried 
on,be'cause,forsooth,candor and charity require us tohope 
the best, and to judge favorably of our neighbor and 
because it is easy to deceive the ignorant, irhoare a great 
majority, upon this subject. Let a man attach Inmself to a 
particular party, contend furiously for what^re pfroperfj 
called evangel'tcal doctrines^ and inllst himself under the 
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banner of some popular preacher, and the business is 
done. Behold a Christian, a saint, a phoenix! In the 
mean time, perhaps, his heart, and his temper, and e?ea 
bis conduct, arc onsanctified; possibly less eiemplary 
than those of some avowed infidels. No matter; • ht^ caa 
talk; he has the Shibboleth of the true church; the Bible 
in his pocket, and a head well stored with notions. But 
the quiet, humble, modest, and peaceable person, who iSy 
hi hts practice, what the otherisonlj in profession; ^ho 
. hates a n^se, and therefore makes none; who, knowing 
Cbe snares that are in the world, keeps himself as much 
out of it as he can, and never enters It but when duty 
calls, and even then with fear and trembling; is the Chrit« 
tian that will always stand highest in the estimation^ of 
ihose wbo bring all charactelv to the test oi true wisdom^ 
and judge of the tree by Its fruit.*' 



INNOCENT PITH. 
A MiNTSTER, lately about to preach at a country Tillage^ 
to a considerable number of people, was naming his text, 
fia, ^' The 1st Epistle to the Corinthians, the I5rh chap- 
ter,'' and the 24M verst^ cried a man aloud, as he stood 
At the preacher's elbow. Mr. F. the preacher,- with ad. 
mirable presence of mind, instantly replied, ^^ You are 
nearly right, niy friend; but not ^uite exact; it is the 
34th voTHe; and the words are these, ^^ Some men have 
not the knowledge of God;" and looking at him, tap. 
*plng him at the same time on the shoulder, ^^ 1 speak 
ibis io^our shame." The people smiled; became atten- 
tive; the nan was delighted with Mr. F.'s friendly 
Vol, I. U 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



27S GOSPEL TEKASaRT. 

manner, calls him his parson; and says, whenever k% 
preaches he will come and hear hiiQ again. 



HINT TO PERSONS WHO COMB LATE TO WORSHIP. 
A waMAK, who aUays used to attend public worship 
with great punctuality, and took care to be in time, was 
asked, how it was she could always come so early? She 
answered, ?ery wisely, that it was a part of her religion 
not to dtoturb the religion of others. 



THE GOSPEL HID FROM THE WISE \ND PRUDENT. 

An intimate friend of the infidel Hume, asked him what 
he thought of Mr. Whitefiold's preaching; fur he had 
listened to the latter part of one of his sermons at Edin. 
burgh. ^^ He is, sir,*' said Mr. Hume, ^^ the most in. 
genious preacher 1 ever heard. It is worth while to go 
twenty miles to hear him." He then repeated a passage 
towards the close of the discourse which he heard. 

^'After a solemn pause, he thus addressed his numerous 
audience; ^ The attendant angel is just about to lea?e the 
threshold, and ascend to heaven. And shall he ascend 
and not bear with hiui the news of one sinner, among all 
this multitude, reclaimed from the error of his ways?' 

*^To give the greater effect to this ejtclamation, he 
stamped with bis foot, lifted up his hands and eyes to 
heaven, and with gushing tears, cried aloud, ^ Stop, Ga- 
briel! Stop, Gabriel! Stop ere you enter the sacred por* 
tals, and yet carry with you the news of one sinner con- 
verted to God/ He then, in the roost simple, but ener- 
getic language^ described what he called a Savior's dying 
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love to sinful man; so tbat almost the whole a«semblj 
melted into tears. This address was accompanied with, 
such animated) yet natural action, that it surpassed any 
thing I ever saw or heard in any othery preacher." 

Happy had it been for poor Hume, had he receiyed 
what he then heard, '' as the word of God^ and not as th« 
word of man!" 



THE BIBLE THE SOUL'S TREASURE. 
Perhaps no age of the world has so abounded with re« 
ligious publications as the present; this wears a fa?orabU 
appearance. The hearty reception and eager reading of 
these writings is still more pleasing; and the happy effects 
which they product, under the influences of the Spirit of 
God, afford great cause of thankfulness. These means 
of information, however, are but as so many rivulets or 
channels from the fountain of truth, which is the Bible, 
Here all the heirs of glory, however widely situated, va- 
riously circumstanced, and differently employed, may 
find suitable instruction, ample supplies of information, 
divine support, and solid comfort in every case! HerQ 
the seeking soul, the babe in Christ, little children in di« 
Tine knowledge, young men in grace, and fathers in 
evangelical experience apply, and apply successfully, 
for the relief which their separate cases require. 

The parent and offspring, the husband and wife, the 
master and servant, are all furnished here with directions 
suited to their relative situations; and with ability to per. 
form their respective duties; so also the excursive mis* 
sionary, the stated pastor, andChristiansof every order, 
all find support, furniture, armor, and provisions, sfiih 
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•?erv necessary qnaTifiraf ion for tbeir several spheres of 
action from tliis fonnf ain of eternal* Trnth! O, my soul, 
Bake tbh the man of thy counsel! ffrre is saving wis. 
dom, splrknal life, sacred J^y, and tieavcnly delight! Am 
I in ^ state of darkness? The entrance of this word giV- 
«th light; and becomes a light to my path, and a lamp to 
my feet! Am I doubting the kindness and faithfulness of 
6od towards me? 

** His kindest thoii|;1itB are here exprest. 
Able to rnnke me wi«e end blett'* 

Am I in want? Here are treasures of blessinfi^s; yea, dn-' 
rable riches and eternal honors! Am I lamenting rojr 
barrenness? Here is the word of life which quickens the 
powers of the ioni, and calls forth thegrace^i of tfaeSpl* 
fit into lively exercise! Am I in affliction? Here is snit. 
able and seasonable relief, and comfort, promised and 
applied! Am I in a desert land, or oh a trackless ocean^ 
and at a loss to know the wav of duty and safet) ? Her^ 
is a saci^d directory, a compass, a chart; yea. a toiop be- 
liind me saying, "This is the way, walk ye in it " And 
whatever distress or suffering I may endure, *^This word 
can bring a sweet relief for every pain I feel!" 

Perhaps some reader will say, '^ What is said is troe; 
but we want the blessings expressed and promised In the 
word applied, so that they may be sensibly felt, and sav- 
ingly enjoyed." Very right. *' But all the promises 
arej^eaand amen in Christ;*' and may be taken In the 
hand of faith, and presented at the throne of grace, where 
Christ is always in the office, ready to receive the re- 
quest; and. to prove the faithfulness of God to his wbrdj 
by communicating out of his fulness such blessiogs, that 
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•nr wants are supplied, oar wos relle?ed, our griefs re* 
dressed,, and strength, Tigor, joy, and pleasure, ar# 
sweetly felt; and the kite weary traveller now ^^ goes on 
his way rejoicing," in expectation of a large inherits 
anee in the upper worjd of glory! 



ENJOYMENT OP GOD. 

SiB John Mason, in the reign of Edward the Sixth, be^ 
ing near his dissolution, and sensible he had but a short 
time to live; upon his death bed called for his clerk and 
steward, and delivered himself to them tothis purpose; 
^ I have seen five princes, and have been privy oounseU 
lor to four; I have seen the most remarkable observables- 
in foreign parts, and been present at most state transact 
tions for thirty years together, and I have learned this 
after so many years experience, that seriousness is tha 
greatest wisdom, temperance the best physic, a good con* 
science the best estate; and were I to live again, I would 
change the court for a cloist^, my privy counsellor's 
business for an hermit's retirement, and the whole life I 
lived in the palace, for one hour's enjoyment of God in 
the chapel." He concluded with saying, ^^ All things 
else do now forsake me besides my God, my duty, and^ 
my prayers.?' 



THE CHRISTIAN'S BADGE. 

The Romans had a law, that every one should, wherever 
h^ went, wear a badge of his trade in his hat, or outward 
^vstment, that he might be known. Thus the Christian 
Vol. L ♦as 
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h nerer lo fay aside ^ bad|^ of Ihs holy professiofi; 
bnt to let Ins light sUoe, «od ad«ni tlie ilocti^e of 
God Ills Sarior in M things. 



THE THREE QUESTIONS. 



Berkaro'8 three questions are worth the asking our. 
selres in any enterprize: 1. Is it lawful? May I do it and 
not sin? %. Is it bec4Nniog nw as a Christ4ao? May I do 
it, and not wrong my profession? 3. Is it expe^eatf 
May I do it, and not offend my weak brother? 



IfOfiJUE C50NDUCT OF COU ^^ABDliTE^. 

Air old respectable soldier, a native of Scotland, being 
asked if he had ever seen Col. Gardner; he answered that 
lie had often; ^^that he was a noble gentleman, and al. 
ways marched at the head of his^ regiment to church or 
chapel, as opportunity offered; and also, that the colonel 
liad given his men a Bible each; and to prevent its being 
sold^ or improperly used, he expected it to be produced 
and held up in the hand, as often as an inspection of 
arms and accoutrements took place." 

Should this anecdote come within the perusal of any 
naval or military officer, its language to him is the samo 
as that of our Lord, ^^ Go thou, and do likewise.'' 
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EPK»|Alf. 

WRITTEN BY MR. M...., A WEL-L KKOWlT PORTRAIT PAINTER, 
AFTER HAVING INDEPATIGABLY EXERTED HIMSELF IN 
PRODUCING A LIKENESS OF HIS DEPARTED FRIEND, ABRA- 
HAM BOOTH. 

Here baffled toil kas struggled long in yftin 

The image ^departed worth to gaio; 

Tp fix th« li«es which fotrkM his honor'd form. 

And trace his soiil wkh heavenly pathos warm! 

Imagination ill supplies the place 

Of real life, of character, and grace. 

His hoary head, and reverend figure rise 

Complete ait once hefore my nnenial eyes; 

But to arrest them, and theirtruth impv^t. 

Exceeds the utmost powers of mimic art! 

A magic in the gilding pencil dwells, C 

That acts on Fancy just like fabled spells; 

Touch but the canvass . straight the vision Aitf, 

The colors fade, and all th^ iUuaion dies! 

Inconstant, fickle, wanton as the wind 

Are all the empty shadows of ^he mind; 

No more their fair deceitful aid I sue, 

A perfect picture rises to my "view, 

Drawn by the great unerring hand Divioey 

Aud radiant truth illumines ev'ry line! 

No meretricious verse the theme demands. 

But thus in native purity it stands: 
Titus i. 7 — 9. A pastor roust be blameless, as the 
steward of God; not self-wUleJ, not soon angry, not 
given to Wine, no striker, not given to filthy lucre; but a 
lover of hospitality, a lovler of godd men; sober, j^ust, 
holy, temperate; holding fast tbe faithful word as he hath 
been taught, that he may be able, by sound doctrtoe, 
both to exhort and convince the gainsayers. 

If portrait likeness can thy bosom sooth. 

Behold it breathes, it lives, 'tis Mraium BotaV 
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ANSWER TO THE QUESTION, HOW CAN A MAX 9m 
BORN WHEN HE IS OLD. 

oHe years ago, an aged man, a farmer In Scotland, wha 
lad lived all his life in a careless worldlj spirit,was taken 
dangerously ill, and expected soon to die. A pious young, 
woman, a servant in the neighborhood, felt a deep con- 
cern for the salvation of this man, and set herself to inTent 
tome method to promote it. She invited another serious 
young woman to accompany her to his house in the eve* 
Bing^ where they offered their services to sit up with the 
lick man; which offer was thankfully accepted. When 
the rest of the family had retired to their beds, and all was 
•till, the young woman first mentioned, addressed the dy- 
ing man in the most solemn manner, respecting the state 
•f bb soul, and the important concerns of eternity; after 
which they asked his permission to pray with him. He- 
eoDsented; and while she, with uncommon enlargement, 
poured out her soul in his behalf, the Spirit of God pow. 
erfully affected the poor man's heart, convinced him of 
his lost and ruined state, and led him cordially to embrace 
Jesus Christ and his great salvation, as exactly suited to 
Ilia condition. The rest of the night was employed in 
tpiritnal conversation and fervent prayer. The poor aged' 
creature greedily imbibed the glorious truths of thego3« 
pel, and evinced, as fully as circumstances could permit, 
a genuine work of the Holy, Spirit on his soul. 

When they were about to leave him, just as the saa< 
arose, he desired they would help him to the door of the 
hofise, that he might take a solemn leave of that vain 
world, which had so long d^uded him from Christ. They 

did so; and baring taken a serious adieu of all worldly 
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•DJoymentB, be expressed his hope of' being wilh Jesas 
Christ io heafen before the son should set. Throughout 
the day be spoke to his neighbors conceruing Christ, his 
Spirit, and eternity, in a manner aliogether new to him^ 
and in a way that greatly surprised them. 

A little before sunset, the young woman who had so 
earnestly thirsted for his saUation, heard a report of his 
being remarkably better in his health; and felt an appre^ 
hension that, if he should not die at the time mentioned, 
her hopes concerning his conversion would be disappoint- 
ed; but this^ apprehension was quickly dispelled, for she 
soon afterwards was certainly informed that, just as the 
sun was setting, the poor man had departed in peace. 

This pleasing anecdote affords an encouragement to 
pious persons, earnestly to strive for the conversion of 
Jinners; and proves that those who occupy the humblest 
stations in life may nevertheless be eminently useful, if 
with zeal and prudence they attempt it. We may learn 
also what sovereign grace can readily and speedily effect 
in behalf of the vessels of mercy. At the same time we 
are taught that impressions relative to future events, 
ought to be mentioned and received with great caution, 
lest their failure should, through the influence of the 
tempter, lead as into doubts respecting the fulfilment of 
God's promises. 



FRIENDLY HINTS. 

AGAINST PROFANENESS. 

Holy and reverend is thf Maker's name; 
With holy reverence then pronounce the si^me* 
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VHsSte Asgeli bear it, trembling, on ^eir tonguei; 
His love and grace the tbeme of all t^r longi^ 
That name which angelt, hig^ in bliss, adore, 
Th at saered name, do thou profane no more! 



AGAINST LYING. 

▲VD dost thoQ bear the Christian namet 
And yet incur the liar'a shame? 
Wilt thou the God of truth d^. 
Who hates the semblance of a lie? 
And dooms the incorrigible liar 
To dwell in everlasting fire! 



AGAINST LEWD CONVERSATION. 

Art thou A Christian? Be thf language pure; 
Thy Savior's ear will no foul jest endure. 
No double meaning let thy lips impart. 
Though veil'd with all the guilty harlot's art! 
The pure alone with God in glory dwell. 
While lustful siuners make their bed in hell! 



AGAINST SABBATH BREAKING. 

Wi THIN your house, or when abroad you walk, 
God eyes your conduct, and he hears your talk; 
This is the Sabbath! In liis holy place 
His ministers proclaim hif love and grace! 
If him you cannot serve one day in seY'n> 
How will you ifpead eternity in hear'n? 
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A THOUGHT FROM DODDRIDGE. 



Blest be the man, •tateaman or patriot be« 
Or hero call'd, who doth hit country aave; 
But let him sare a world T h en calculate 
Her populatiou vmU aud let the enormoos som 
Be multiplied by the full age of eaph 
And ev'ry individval roao; the weal* 
Th' eternal weal of o»ie immortal soul 
Outweighs the whole! For h» eternity 
There shall a point arise, when ev'ry soul 
Shall bave^ore years existed than theauA 
Thrice told of all the years of human kind 
AcoumuUted; for it shall liye for ever! 



DUM VJVIMUS VIVAMTO. 

^LiVB while you live," the epicure would say, 
" And seize the pleasures of the present day." 
*' Live while you live,*' the sapred preacher oriei^ 
"And give to God each moment as it flies.'* 
Lord, in my view let both united be, 
I live in pleasure when 1 live to thee. 



OTHER FRIKNDLY HINTS. 

ON CRUELTY TO BRUTES. 

A MA. N of kindness, to his beast is kind; 
dut brutal actions shew a brutal mind. 
Remember, he who made thee made the brute; 
Who gave thee speech and reason formed him mute: 
He can't complain; but God's omniscient eye 
Beholds thy cruelty; he hears his cry. 
He was designed thy servant and thy drudge; 
Bat kaow, tkathU Creator ia thy Jwl^e/ 
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to SLEEPY W0R8HIPPES€» 

Tlie King of nkitft todRj 

Gives audienee in this plaee; 
His servant now proclaims 
His purposes of graee; 
Doftthoa receive the message with a nod) 
Awake, thou sleeper, eall upon thjr Go(t 

TO ▲ SEDUCED PEMALI* 

VlTHAVPYFair! Sedoe'd to stray 
From virtue's path, from wisdom's ways 
Ko joy,<De peace, no hope attend 
Thy present course, thy future end! 
O stop; thy sins forsalte, and raoum^ 
And to thy injured God return! 
His grace is sov'reign, rich, and free, 
. For Dayid, Magdalene, or ^Atftf/ 



/ 



TO THE TRULY SERIOUS CHRISTIANS OF ALL DE- 
NOMINATIONS. 

THE HUMBLE PETITION OF SABBATH DAT, 
tHBWBTH, 

That your petitioner is of very aDCient and honorable 
extraction, beini^ created directly after the world and 
man were formed; and that your petitioner immediatelj 
after his formation, was blessed and sanctified by his 
Creator.* 

That your petitioner jiras highly honored many thou* 
sand years after his creation, insomuch that a man who 
presunifd to degrade your petitioner by gathering a few 
aticks, was put to death without mercy, f 

*Geik.lldk t Nandb. XV. df. 
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That a blessing was promised to all who gme dae 
honor to your petitioner.* 

That your petitioner continued to be honored and es- 
teemed till within a few hundred years ago. 

That since that period your i^titioner has been grad- 
ually deprived of the honor due unto him, notwtihstaitd- 
Ing the promises and threatenings bold out to those who 
should honor or dishonor yo«rr petitioner. 

That your petitioner is now beki in. so little estima. 
tion, that he is obliged by the rich to ser?e them for 
ronts, concerts, and other fashionable amusements; by 
some he is used for working a windmill^ by some for 
printing newspapers and selling them^ by some fur keep- 
ing open shop, and selling shoes and other things; by 
some for corn porters to work on; by some for driving cat. 
tie to market; by some for digging up gardens; by some 
for driving stage coaches; by some for waterman to ply 
on; by butchers for selling meat; by a vast number for 
administering to their pleasures, and many other degrad- 
ing employments which your petitioner was by no means 
created for. 

That for these things great wrath and judgments may be 
expected; and that, by dishonoring your petitioner, many 
persons have come to an untimely end. 

That your petitioner is grieved to the heart to see such 
Tast numbers of people obnoxious to the divine wrath 
and displeasure of an omnipotent God, by the dishjqjior 
they cast on your petitioner. 

That, a short time ago, a society was formed toendearor 
to restore your petitioner the honor he has been depri?ed 

* Isa. 1^. 13. 
Vol. I. 26 
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of; but that no ? isible e£fect has appeared from their exer- 
tions. 

Therefore, your petitioner humbly prajs you will take 
his case into jourmost serious consideration,and that yoa 
will use your utmost endeaTors to restore to your peti- 
tioner that honor he has been «a unjustly deprived of, and 
thereby avert the Divine displeasure which now haegs . 
over this nation for thelse things. 

And your petitioner, &c. &c; ^- 



THE SAILOR AND HIS BIBLE. 

A SHIP in distress somewhere near the Swln, was ob- 
served by a Barking fisherman,. who immediately went 
to assist and relieve the crew, whom they took on board 
their smack. On her going down, for she sunk, one of 
her crew jumped on board, and rushed into the cabin at 
the risk of his life, to fetch something he had forgotten; 
but great was their surprise when they found this precious 
treasure was.....a Bible! 



THE LTTTLB REPROVER. 
I KKEW a man, says the Rev. J. Macgowan, in his Pro^ 
fessor^s Looking Glass^^ho once received one of the most 
-severe reproofs he ever met with from his own child, an 
infant of three years old. Family prayer had been, by 
«ome means, neglected one morning, and the child was, 
as it were, out of his element. At length, he came to his 
father, as he sat, and just as the family weregoing^o din- 
ner, the little reprover, leaning on his father's knee, said, 
with a sigh, '^Pa, you were used to go to prayer with ai(, 
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tut javk did not today." **No, my dear/' said the parent^ 
"I did not." "But, Pa, you ought; Why did you not?" 
In short, the father had not a word to reply, and the child'» 
rebuke was as appropriate and effectual, as if it had been 
administered by the most able minister in the land; and, 
it may be added, had as permanent an inluence. 



A PLEASING DREAM. 
On a flnmmer's evening, as Corylus was looking on the 
descending sun, he was led to reflect on the termination of 
his own life; "O! That I could sink into my grave with 
the same composure as the light of the world has left m^ 
country 1" He sat down, and reclined his head on his 
hands; fatigued by the labors of the day, he fell asleep, 
and dreamed that he met with his deceased brother in his 
father's house,who announced to him his speedy departure 
from time to eternity. *'I have obtained," said he, ''per- 
mission from God to make your bed in your sickness^ ta 
assuage the anguish of death; to lead you through the 
dark valley, and introduce you into the presence of God; 
for I have often heard you say, there is no one returned to 
tell the sad tale, what dying is." Corylus then asked hi& 
brother what dying was. "I am not authorized to say," 
he replied, '^ what it is; but I am commissioned to be 
yoar guide and comfort in your affliction. Remember 
that I am your brother; you never doubted my affection 
towards you; 1 remain the same; have full power from 
God to minister to you every possible comfort that wisdom 
can dictate or kindnessperform; I have suffered, and can,, 
therefore, sympathize; I have died, and know what dying, 
means." Corylus was comforted; he waited for thesunu 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



H99 €N>rpeL trcasvrt. 

BSODs; bu^,1ooking round on his famil j, his ftfTectfons were 
wounded, and the tumult of his heart awoke him from his 
slumberK; he arofle, and wit»hed his dn*am realized; when, 
patting his hand into his pocket, and taking ont his Bible, 
be read, ^^Fur both he that sanctifieth, and they that are 
sanctified, are all one; for which cause he is not ashamed 
to call them brethren, saying, ^I will declare thj name 
unto my brethren; in the mifbt of the church will 1 sing 
praise unto thee.* " Yes, he said, my brother has died in. 
deed, and is alive again. 1 have trust in the merits of bis 
cross; I have hoped in the prevalence of his intercession; 
and 1 will rely on the veracity of his promfses,and the per. 
petuity of his aflfection. Who can separate me from the 
love of Christ? Not even death. ♦^Yea, though I walk 
through the valley of the shadow of death^I will fear no 
evil," &c. 



THE EFFICACY OP GRACE DISPLAYED IK EXTRAOR- 
DINARY COS VERSIONS. 

Some general remarks having been made in a former 
essay, on the efficacy of grace, it is the design of this paper 
to investigate that important subject, as it is illustrated ia 
extraordinary conversions Conversion is a figuratiYC 
term; and in its generally acknowledged acceptation, sup. 
poses an essential change in the state and character of its 
subjects; it is, therefore, adopted, on the present occasion, 
as synonymous with believing, regeneration, and effectual 
calling. Conrersion Is the work of God; of God alone; 
and this work he often accomplishes in ej^/rac^rc/tn/ir^ ways. 
It is accomplished under such circnmstances as are pre. 
eminently calculated to excite attention, admiration, sar. 
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p9ke^ and astottishment* As in the govef nment of the 
world he is sometimes pleased to dispense with the estab- 
llshed hiws of«atiire, so in the dispensations of grace, he 
displays the sovereignty of his good pleasore, by some- 
times departing from the nsual course of his proeedare 
in the saifation of souls^ 

To confirm the trath of this remark, let ns In the first 
place, attend to local circumstances* Let us go, in the 
spirit of meditation, to the dark places of the earth, where 
Tiee and ? iolence long defied and baffied every attempt to 
intrednce the means of salvation; and which seemed as if 
v^hoUy abandoned of God to perish by the tyranny of the 
destroyer. In such places we have seen the prey taken 
from the mighty; we have beheld the glorious triumphs 
of God oar Redeemer,in the deliverance of captive sinners 
from their galling yoke, and in bringing them to enjoy the 
transcendent blessedness of spiritual liberty. By some 
great and unexpected erent, or by some peculiar conjunc- 
tion of circumstances, a wide and effectual door has been 
opened for the preaching of the truth; and, by that truth, 
the strongest holds of sin have surrendered to his victorious 
arm, who was manifested to destroy the works of darkness. 
The earlier days of the gospel dispensation,and every sub- 
sequent period of it, afford some illustrative evidence of 
the omnipotence of Jesus over all that is hostile to his me- 
diatorial government; and the innnmerable trophies al- 
ready erected by his omnipotent hand, will be contem- 
plated, with joyful anticipation of his universal reign, bj 
all who are devoted to the promulgation of his gospel. 

When the gospel thus makes its way to those parts of a 
country where the God of this world has maintained an un- 

VoL. I. *^ 
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disturbed authorltj, we are generally presented with some 
singular instances of the power of grace in the caBYersioa 
of notorious sinners. Then does it please God to reveal 
his Son in those who ha?e taken the lead in rebel lio&a^Mnst 
his throne; and often to make them preachers of the faitli 
they once destroyed. Men enslaved by the most diabolicid 
errors,abandoned to the most hateful «ices,and who were 
as obdurate as they were wicked; men, whose liyes were 
the grief and disgrace of- their families, the plague of tl^ir 
neighborhoods, and a curse in civil society; men studied 
in the arts of sensual gratification, inventive in profanity^ 
daring in blasphemy, and seemingly ripe for destruction; 
in a^word, men who were literally the chief, the most des. 
perate of sinners, have been brought into the kingdom of > 
God by discriminating grace, while the self righteous, 
trusting in their morality and good woxks, have perished 
in their guilt. 

Glory to God in the highest! We have seen all thia 
mercy exemplified in our churches! The mighty power 
of Jesus, displayed in his own ministry, and in the first 
preaching of the gospel by his apostles; that mighty power 
still triumphs in the word of truth. There are many who 
now have an honorable name, and who now occupy sta- 
tions of usefulness in our Zion, who once ranked with the 
most degraded and injurious of fallen men. Yes, we have 
many with us, ^^sittingat the feet of Jesus, clothed,aBd in 
their right mind," who are suspected, and feared, and des* 
pised, on account of their former eminence in the paths of 
guilt. Like the elder brother in the parable of the prodi* 
gal, inflated with the pride of his comparative goodoesa 
and worthiness, some will be angry, and refuse to partake 
ef the feast prepared to celebrate the wandering sina^r's 
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return to Ood. Bnt^whateTer be the thouglits of the Tain 
and prcftomptaous pharisee, this shall still be the confi- 
dence and joy of the believing penitent, that there is no 
character,no conditton,no crime^to which the sanation of 
Jesus does not apply, and that there are none now pros- 
trate at bis feet, though before the most infamous of 
wretches, who shall not finally realize all the free bless- 
ings of that salvation before his throne. 

The extraordinary efficacy of grace appears in the conv. 
Tersion of sinners, when, independent of all the peculiar 
a^^raffttions of their guiit,their exterior circumstances are 
such as tend to fill the minds of surrounding observers 
iflth desponding thoughts of so desirable an event. The 
circumstances of one of the malefactors, who was crucified 
with the Sun of Man^were of this description. They n ere 
such as tended to discourage the hope of his salvation. 
Not that we consider the case of any sinner on this side 
eternity as hopeless; or that we believe there was any 
thing so extraordinary in the condition of the dying thief, 
as to preclude the expectation of the same mercy under 
sbailar circumstances of ignominy and approaching disso- 
lution; and we rejoice in the persuasion, that our Lord 
Intended thb event, as a pledge to every future age, of 
his ability to save the greatest criminals in their utmost 
extremity. 

The maladies of the soul gather strength with time. 
Cvery day they become more obstinate and malignant. 
But the remedy, the precious blood of Christ,is infallible; 
and, in various instances, we have seen the efficacy of that 
remedy glorified on the very verge of eternity. There is 
no case beyond its reach; it is adequate to the salvation of 
man in the most desperate of ail possible conditions. The 
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Mtf Mttorjof AloinHisafftrdaui^fiKtnig coa€rmilioiiof 
tUt troth. He was well knawa to the pkMe ivere he i«- 
tided; bat was known on! j at an eftjeet of pitj anddcteaU 
sftiMi. He b«d now passed the boundb of threescote jrean 
•■d ten, and was rapidly descending to the grate^ an inA* 
del of the highest order; an infidel stroggHng for the nus- 
erable eonsolations of atheism. Althongh become ntterlf 
incapable of enjojtng tlw world, and jnst going to IcOTeit 
for e?er,he eWiTe to it with ondiminished soHcHnde, and, 
with an exaltation too eridentl j feigned todeceive,^teclared 
his dbbelief of fn tore retribution. The blcsphemouso^ 
thets he applied to the character and work of the Savior, 
and the unboanded contempt in which he held his disci, 
pies, most strikfogly exemplified the wretchedness of a 
man grown grey under the hardening inflaenees of sin. 

In all his eonvet sallons he betrayed the most complete 
subjection to the basest passions of oar fnHen natore; nnd 
affected to laogh away thefeeble remains of life, till forced 
to think he was aetnaily dying. In that critical and awfnl 
Bomeot, a religioos neighbor, who knew his character, 
obtained permission to see hifl»; when, taking the old dy- 
ing infidel bythe hand, he abruptly proposed the following 
questions to him; ^^ Are you still sure there is We God? 
Are you #aw as fully satisfied^as you hare often professed 
to be, that there is indeed no hell? That there is no heav. 
on? Will you now tell me that there is no such thing aa 
^n in the world? And that the blood of Christ is ,of no 
more account than the trfood of any common attimal?^ 
Here a long and solemn pause ensued, which Ateifwns 
himself at last interrupted by exctaiming, <K)h! What 
folly! What madnessl'' 
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The' TiaHor wom at a loss tQ km^w whtdnr tiese term 
metm intended to cbmraet«rise the dMristum op eh« deist; 
till oiuMiftbeifnorftBtatteiid«iitswliitp«riiifi)r said, ^^Po#v 
nuHi, hi» mkid has been waBdertfi§^ ia Mb waj most of tbe 
night; and but a little white before yovt eaa»e io, he was 
lalking to kwiself, «id s»yiag, ^All^is.wroog! i see it will 
not do! A Imost eighty year» gone, and not to be reealledl 
Mttltens to cone, not to be endared!' and many otiu 
er such things, just as foolish/' Upon this the good; mao 
resumed, and said, ^^But yet thete is mercy; yet there 19 
hope." ''Ah!" rejoined A I dmns^ ''but I am too gaikyl 
And now it is too late! Last night, for the first time, I 
fek the horrors pi my situatioa; and now I see there are 
oaly a few momenta between me and the iitfimte torment 
1 have made the subject of ridicule* Wretched man! I 
have lived^lw Kile of a beast, a»d go to meet the fiaal 
do«m el a sioiier jaatly abandoned of God!^ 

Uodet these affecting eircumstanees, his compaasionatie 
oatghbar, an ^'interpreter, one of a thousand," earoestljr 
directed bis attention to the gospel of Jesas, as an all si^ffi. 
cient and immalable ground of hope to the chief of |)erls)l« 
log sinners* "Here, Alciraus," said 'he, "the justifying 
righteousness of God our Savior is brought nigh to the 
guilty; and here yoa will find that, in the work of sal^ra. 
tion, nothing can be impossible with him. He has power 
to forgire; uncoaditiofiaHy to foVgtfe all manner of stos 
and blasphemies unto men, even in the last period of lilii. 
Believe then on htm, and '^thon shalt not perish, but have 
everlasting life." Look from the borders of the pit to hia 
recovering grace; and this day if be call thee from earth, 
thou shalt be with htm in paradise." 

The prescribed bounds of this essay fo«bid a nofemk 
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ante detail of particulars. We will only further obserre^ 
tbat the word of troth came with sach efficacy to the mind 
of Alcimos, that when his friend came to Tisit him next 
Borniog, he was joyfully surprised by a complete revolo- 
tion in his sentiments and language. ^^Yes," said he, 
^HheSoB of Man hath power to forgive all manner of sins 
and blasphemies unconditionally. This is the report of the 
gospel; this is the faithful saying that is worthy of all ac- 
ceptatioa; and here I will rest.'' In the cTening of this 
day he died, repeating the prayer of the publican, with a& 
addition^ that proved the depth of his humility, ^^God be 
merciful tome, il^e greatest of sinners." 

When the set time of Jehovah is come to discriminate 
the vessels of mercy afore prepared unto glory, all places 
are consecrated to the sovereignty of his decrees; all events 
and circumstances combine to celebrate the sovereign effi- 
cacy of his grace; which, like the wind, not only blowetk 
where it listeth, but when, and as it listeth. Sometimes, 
amidst scenes of confused gaiety and noisy dissipation, that 
drown the voice of reason,there the voice of God has been 
heard, awakening the guilty mind to reflection* That 
Spirit, whose power is so glorious in the sanctuary of God^ 
has been known invincibly to triumph in the synagogue of 
satan. How many have been subdued to the wisdom of 
the just, while in the act of gratifying some foolish and 
criminal passion! And in how many instances has our 
Lord Jesus made the very sins of men* subservient to their 
conversion! The curiosity of Zaccheus, the persecuting 
spirit of Saul, and the dishonesty of Oncsimus, are among 

• But will any say, let us do evil then that good may come? An- 
swer. Thou shalt Bot tempt the Lord thy God. The wrath •£ in«fc 
wdriMth not tibe rii^teovmen of God. JSdUor. 
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the most strikiog instances of the o?errallng providence 
and wonderful grace of Jesus recorded in scripture. 

He, as the God of grace and Gofernor of the world) or« 
dains and manages whatsoever comies to pass, so as to pro« 
mote the increase, and secure the final and eternal perfec- 
tion of his purchased possession; and all the most minute 
circumstances and casual incidents of life, thus co-oper« 
ate in advancing the glory of his mediatorial character, bj 
magnifying the depth of his condescension, and the majesty 
of his power. To accomplish his design of converting the 
eanuch,he gave directions concerning the journey of Phil, 
ip; and permitted the imprisonment of Paul and Silas^ 
-witli an immediate view to the conrersion of the jailor. Bjr 
means whick our pride might despise as unworthy of God 
because of their meanness; which our ignorance and un- 
belief, as in tbe case of Naaman the Syrian, would angrily 
reject as inadequate, on account of their insignificance; 
and which, by reason of their variety and novelty, our 
foresight could never ha?e anticipated; by such means 
does he often display the efficacy, and maintain the hon- 
ors of his grace. But, whatever be the mode, or the me- 
dium of Divine operation, the invariable tendency, and 
the infallible consequence of it is, to annihilate the 
haughtiness of man, and to perpetuate the undivided 
praise of finished redemption.. 

Finally, let us contemplate the triumphant efficacy of 
the grace of Jesus, in the great and extraordinary conse- 
quences that are immediately produced by some conver- 
sions. AH who are themselves brought near to God by the 
blood of the cross, will be earnestly concerned for the sal- 
Tation of others, especially their own kindred; and they 
will estimate the success of their labors, for the accom- 
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pllslnnent of tbk object, as iheir highest joy in time, »id 
their crown of rejoicing in that day when the lioril of -hosts 
shall make up his jewels. No sooner did our lainumuel 
manifest himself to the woman of Samaria, than she went 
into the city to proclaim the glory of his name; and many 
of the Samaritans of that city believed on him through her 
testimony. Salvation to one of a family, to one of a city, Is 
often but the prelude of saUation to the whole house, and 
to hundreds in that city. When the streams of mercy be« 
i;in to iow through such channels, who can say how many 
different directions they may take^ and how far they may 
ultimately extend? Upon the important result of one con* 
Tersion, no man is able to calculate; and therefore it is 
said, and said, we have no doubt, with some reference to 
the truth of this remark, that ^Hhere Is joy In the pres- 
eoce of the angels over one sinner that repenteth." 

Of the wonders of grace, after all that we have felt, wit- 
nessed, or heard, we know only in part; but when our 
Lord Jesus shall appear in his glory, to gather his elect 
from the four winds of heaven, then the whole mystery of 
his love, from the begtnning^of time, will be laid open to 
our view. On that day, ten thousand important, but now 
^cret circumstances, more nearly or remotely connected 
with our own conversion, will become the subjects of our 
perfect knowledge; and the reservati9n of such discover- 
ies tilltheglorious morningof our resurrection tocverlast- 
ingday,will greatly increase ourobligations and Ourgrati. 
tude to his covenant wisdom. Scripturally satisfied tiMt 
we are made the happy partakers of hisgrace,our final en- 
joyment of hisglorycan be no question of doubt, it is ir. 
revocably fixed, that no unbeliever can be saved; that no 
believer can foe lost. As the work of conversion is not car- 
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ried on by cautious and precarious gradations, the issue of 
it cannot be involved in the least possible degree of uncer. 
tainty. All that the grace of Jesus does shall stand for 
eternity, and eternity shall celebrate the commencement, 
the progress, and the consummation of its operations* 
This grace will be the only, the delightful theme of the 
whole ransomed world, ip life, in death, in heaven. The 
cross of Christ, the great and marvellous works of free, 
eternal, discriminating grace, will be all their glory, 

^While life, and thought, and heinglast. 

Or immortalitj endures." 



ANECDOTE OF ASAILOU. 

[Illustrative of the foregoing Essay.] 

Mr. Pratt, in the secondvolume of his Gleanings, relates 
an affecting anecdote of a sailor on board the Venerable, 
the ship in which admiral Duncan commanded the fleet 
in the action against the Dutch, off Campcrdown. He 
received the account from Dr. Duncan, lord Duncan's 
chaplain and relative, who, in the action, assisted the sur- 
geon, and his mate in binding up the wounds, and amputat- 
ing the limbs of the unfortunate sufferers. ^^A mariner," 
says the Doctor, " of the name of Covey, was brought 
down to the surgery, deprived of both his legs; audit was 
necessary, some hours after, to amputate still higher. ^'I 
suppose," said Covey, with an oath,*^' those scissors will 
finish the business of the ball, master mate?" '^ Indeed, 
my brave fellow," cried the surgeon, ''there is some fear 
of it." *' Well, never mind," s&id Covey, " 1 have lost 
my legs to be sure, and mayhap lose my life; but,"^ 
continued he, with a dreadful oath, '^ we have beat the 
Vol. I. 27 
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Dntchl We haTe beat the Dutch! So I'll ereahaTC an. 
other cheer for it; Huzza! Huzza!" 

This anecdote is rendered more interesting still, by some 
prior and subsequent circumstances attending this poor 
iailor* Co?ej was a good seaman, and noticed among his 
shipmates for his intrepidity; but he was preeminent In 
sin as well as In courageous actions. About a fortnight 
before the English fell in with the Dutc|i fleet, he dreamed 
that they were In an engagement, in which both his lega 
were shot off, and that he was out of his mind. The dream 
made this courageous seaman tremble, and sometimes at- 
tempt to pray; but, not liking to retain God ii^ his 
thoughts, he endea? ored to obliterate the impressions 
from his memory, and the recollection of his sins from his 
consdence, by drinking and blasphemous intercourse with 
the ship's company. His efforts, however, wereinYaia. 
The thoughts of his sins, of God, and of death, harrassed 
his mind day and nis^ht, and filled him with gloomy fore* 
bodings of what awaited him in this world, and the next, 
till the sight of the Dutch fleet, and their conversation with 
each other concerning the heroic achievements they should 
perform, dispelled the gloomy subject from his mind. As 
the two fleets were coming into action, the noble admiral, 
to save the lives of his men, ordered them to lie fiat on the 
deck, til1,being nearer the enemy,their firing might do the 
more execution. The Dutch ships at this time were 
pouring their broadsides into the Venerable, as she passed 
down part of the Dutch fleet, in order to break their line. 
Thisstout hearted andwicked Covey,having lost all the im« 
pressions of his former reflections, heaped In rapid succes* 
slon t he diost dreadful imprecations on the eyes, and limbs, 
9nd souls^ of what he called his cowardly shipmates, for 
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Ijiog down to avoid the ball of the Dutch. He refused to 
obej the order till, fearing the authority of an officer not 
far from him, he in part complied, by leaning over a cask 
which stood near,ti11 the word of command was given to fire. 
At the moment of risiag,a bar shot carried away one of his 
legs,and the greater part of the other; but,so instantaneous 
was the stroke, though he was sensible of something like a 
jar in his limbs, he knew not that he had lost a leg till his 
stump came to the deck, and he fell. When his legs 
were amputated higher up, and the noise of the battle had 
ceased, he thought of his dream; ^and expected, that as 
one part of it was fulfil led, the other would be so too. In- 
deed, considering the pain of amputating anddressing both 
legs, and the agitation of his mind from fearing the fall ac- 
complishment of his dream, it appears next to a miraele 
tluit he retained his reason in the most perfect state; bat 
this was to be explained to him at a future period. So(ne 
time after, he came out of fIaslarho8pital,capableof walk- 
ing by means of two wooden legs, and two crutches; but 
his spirits were sorely dejected, from fearing that as his 
sins had brought upon him the judgments of God in the 
loss of his limbs, they would bring it upon him in tbo 
loss of his reason, and the loss of his soul. 

Having heard of Orange Street chapel, Portsea, he ciune 
on the first sabbath evening after his leaving the hospital. 
The text that evening was Mark v. 1 5. ^^And they come 
to Jesus,and see him that was possessed with the devil, and 
had the legion, sitting,and clothed,and in his right mind." 
The minister represented this demoniac as a fit emblem of 
sinners in general; but especially of those who live wkh* 
out rule and order, drunkards, blasphemers^andinjnrioiis 
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to thcmselTCS and others; bat his sitting at the feet of Je- 
sus clothed, and in his right mind, as an engaging repre- 
sfentation of the sinner convened to God by the gospel, 
made sensible of the ctiI of sin, the ?a1ue of his soul,and 
tlie necessity of salvation through a crucified Redeemer* 
enjoying peace of mind, having fellowship with Christ and 
bis people, submitting to the authority of the scriptures, 
and receiving instructionsfromChrist the friend of sinners. 
Covey listened with attention and surprise; wondered how 
the minister should know him among so many hundred 
people; or who could have told him his character and 
state of mind. His astonishment was still more increased, 
when he found him describe, as he thought, the whole of 
his life, and even his secret sins. He could not account 
for ft, why amim$ter should make a sermon all about htm, 
a poor wooden legged sailor. His sins being brought 
afresh to his mind, filled him with horrors tenfold more 
gloomy than before. Despair for some minutes took a 
firm hold on "his spirits; and he thought he was now going 
out of his mind, should die, and be lost; till the minister 
declared Jesus Christ was as willing to save the vilest of 
sinner8,as he was to relieve this poor creatnre pos-sessed of 
the devil; and that a man was restored to his right mind 
when he believed in him. He now began to understand 
the true interpretation of his dream. He thought he had 
been out of his mind all his life, and that to love and serve 
Jesus Christ would be a restoration to his right senses 
again. He was now almost overwhelmned with pleasure. 
While hearing of the astonishing love of Jesus Christ to 
8innerB,hope tooktheplaceof despair,and joy of grief and 
horror! Those eyes which had never shed a tear when he 
lost his legs,nor when the shattered parts of his limbs were . 
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ampatated, now wept in copious streams^ flowing from 
strong sensations of mingled joy and sorrow! 

Some weeks after this, he called and related to me the 
whole of his history and experience. He was surprised 
to find that I had ne?er received any information about him 
at the time the sermdn wm preached, which so exactly 
met his case. Something more than twelve months after 
this time, he was received a member of our church, hav- 
Uiggiven satisfactory evidences of being a genuine and con- 
sistent Christian. A few weeks since, hearing he was Ul, 
I went to visit him. When I entered his room, he ^aid, 
^^Come in, thou man of God! I have been longing to see 
you, and to tell you the happy state of mymind. I believe 
I shall soon di»; but death has now no terrors in it. ^The 
sting of death is sin, but, thanks be to God, he has given 
me the victory through Jesus Christ.' I am going to 
heaven! O! What has Jesus done for me, one of the vil- 
est sinners of the human race!*' A little before he died, 
when he thought himself within a few hours of dissolution, 
he said, ^^I have often thought it was a hard thing to die^ 
but now I find it a very easy thing to die. The presence 
of Christ makes it easy. The joy I feel from a sense of 
the love of God to sioners,from the thought of being with 
the Savior^of being free from a sinful heart, and of enjoy- 
ing the presence of God for ever, is more than I can ex* 
press! O how different my thoughts of God, and of my- 
self, and of another world,from what they were when I lost 
my precious limbs on board the Venerablel 1 1 was a precious 
loss to me! If I had not tost my l^s, I should perhaps 
have lost my soul!" With elevated and clasped hands,and 
with eyes glistening with earnestness, through the tears 

which floweddo%vn his face, he said, *'0, my dear minis-* 
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iter J I praj yoo, wI^a I am dead, to preadi a fmrersl aar- 
mon for a poor sailar; and tdl oliiers^e^peciallj sailors^ 
who are at ignoraaiaiid as wicked as i araa, that poor 
blaspheniiigCoTay foaad laerc j wkhGad^ tb r oagb f akJ^ia 
thaMoad of CImat! Tell Ibeaa, Uiat slacal base foaad 
■feerey^Boae thai seek It need to deapaiff. You know bet. 
ter than I do mk9t to saj to tkem! Bat,0! be ia eara^ 
with tba«^ and may the Laid gfaat tbait mjr wkk^ 
neighbors and fallow sailara may fiod mercy as well a» 
Cofeyi'' He said much more; but his last words 
were, <^Hallelttjah! Hallelujah!" If the anecdote oi 
bis fortitude and courage is worthy of being recorded^ I 
think it due to Co?ey, and to the honor of Divine grace^ 
to relate his dying testimony in faror of the religion of 
Jesus Christ. I wish Dr. Duncan and Mr. Pratt had wit. 
nessed the last dying hoars of this oace ignorant and 
blasphemous sinner; they would hate seen what a pleas, 
ing change was effected by the meek and efficadons grape 
of our compassionate Redeemer. 
As these things require testimony,! giTe you my name. 
J'ttrttea. JOHN GBISFHi. 



A LAND WHERE IS NO SICKNESS. 
As a gentleman, eminent for his happy mode of intro- 
ducing religious couYersation among young people, was 
one day going in the stage coach to his country house at 
Hampstead,he was accosted by a young man, who was bis 
only companion, in the following terms; ^^Sickne99,sir,is 
ayery uncomfortable thing, f have been rnnntftg almost 
all orerLondon to find out a physician to attendmy sister^ 
who Is sick at Hampstead; but I hare been so unfortm* 
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miie as not to meet wkh hk^; aod I am now so fa(lgiied| 
ttet I iiiB compelled to take the stage." ^^Yes^ sir^" re- 
plied tke geatlemaa, ^%ickneM is a very ancomfortable 
tkiDgy bat I kaow a land ta vliidi thereit oo liekiieM.'* 
^Do yam indeed/' rejoined tke young aiatt; ^^pray where 
is it? I hare travelled all round the wodd^aad never heard 
of that land yet." Isa. xxxiti. M« '^And the inhaU- 
tants shall not say, I an sick; the people that dwdii 
therejn shall be forgl? eo their ioiqnity," 



ARCHBISHOP LEIGHTON. 

One day happened a tremendous storm of lightning and 
thunder^as he was going from Glasgow to Dunblane. He 
was descried, when at a considerable distance, by two men 
of bad character. They had not courage to rob him; 
but, wishing to fall on spme method of extorting money 
from him, one said, ^4 will lie down by the way side, as 
if I were dead, and you shall inform the archbishop that 
I was killed by the lightning, and beg money of him to 
bury me." When the archbishop arrived at the spot, 
the wicked wretch told him the fabricated story; he synu 
pathized with the survivor, gave him money, and pro* 
ceeded on his journey. ^ But, when the man returned to 
his companion, he found him really lifeless! Immediate- 
ly he began to*exclaira aloud, '^Oh, sir^ he isdeadi Oh, 
sir, he is dead!" On this the archbishop, discovering the 
fraud, left the man with this important reflection; ^^It 
is a dangerous thing to trifle with the judgments of 
God!" 
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, A SEVERE REPROOF IN SCRIPTURE LANGUAGE. 
Mr. Thomas Worts was ejected, in I66S, from the 
church of Bur oinghaoi, Nor folk; and was afterwards pas- 
tor of a coogregatioD at Guestwick, in the same county* 
He was brought from Burniogham into Norwich, with a 
sort of brnta] triomph, his legs being chained under the 
horse's belly. . As he was conducted to the castle^a wom- 
an looking out of a chan(iberwindow,near the gate through 
which he was brought in, which was St. Austin's, called 
out, in contempt and derision, * Worts,where's now ydur 
God?" The good confessor in bonds, desired her to turn 

to Micah vii. 10. She did so; and was so struck^ that 
she was a kind friend ta him in his long confinement. 
The words are, ^^Then she that is mine enemy shall see 
it; and shame shall cover her which said unto me, Where 
18 the Lord thy God? Mine eyes shall behold her; now 

shall she be trodden down as mire in the streets." 



REPROOF X)F SIN. 

Few things are more difficult than to admfnister reproof 
properly; but, while the professed servants of God some- 
times need reproof, the avowed servants of satan need It 
much more frequently, and on different grounds. One 
day, a perscm being in the room of a poor aged Christiaa 
woman, and lamenting a want of firmness- to reprove the 
abandoned when travelling, and, as an excuse, having rc» 
course to the hacknied passage, ^'Give not that which is 
holy unto the dogs, neither cast ye your pearls before 
swine," sheseriously and hastily replied, ^^ Oh, sir! keen 
aod just reproofs are no pearls; were youto talk to a wicked 
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coachman respecting the love of God shed abroad in the 
heart by the Holy Ghost, and the pleasures of commun. 
ion with God, you would cast pearls before s\^ine, but 
not in reproving sin.** 



SUPERXA.TURAL TESTIMONY TO THE DIVINITY OlP 
MESSIAH. 

DioNYSius being in Egypt, at the time of Christ's suf- 
fering, {ind'secing an eclipsp of the sun, and knowing it 
to be contrary to nature, cried out, ''Either the God of 
nature suffers, or the frame of the world will be dissolved.'* 

THE CRUCIFIXIOW. 

O Sun! in darkness hide thy glittering rays! 

O solid earth! to thy deep centre shake! 
Ye thunders roar, ye forked lightnings hlaze. 

And rend> ye i*ocks; ye cloudcapt mountains quaket 
Lo, on sad Calvary's ensanguined hill. 

The Son of God, Messiah, groans and dies; 
His breaking heart o'erwhelming sorrows fill. 

And low in death the great Life g^ver lies! 
By God foi*saken, compass'd by his foes. 

No friend to pity or afford relief, 
The spotless victim hangs, the man of wos, 

Despis'd, rejected, intimate with grief ! 
O dismal sight! 
Exult not, satan! Prostrate la the tomb 
The Savior suffer'd sin's tremendous doom. 
Ere three short days their eircUng course had run 
He rdse! Our debts are paid, our battles won! 
He lives, he lives, omnipotent to save! 
Where, where's thy victory now, devouring g^ave^ 
His glorious triumph heaven and earth shall sing. 
Grim king of terrors, death, where's now thy sting^ 
Thou vanquish d monster, hide thy baffled head^ 
Thou all consuming grave, disgorge thy deadt 
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Cease, prinee of darknets, fruitless war to wage. 
Go, elenoh thr fisU, and grind thy teeth with rage. 
Is this the end of alt thy toils and pains? ^ 

Are shame and hissing in&niy thy gi^ns? 
To Jiell return, and there exulting tell 
How Eve bellevM thee, and how Adam fell. 
But name not Jesus, ,meotion not the oross. 
Lest blushing cheeks proclaim thy mighty loss; 
And grinning fiends should soedr at thy disgrace. 
Ant) curl thtftiose, and taunt thee to thy face. 

When with the eye of faith I see 

Thy mangled body on the tree; 

Bleeding and dying there for me, 

Jesus! I feel emotions new 

Of joy and mingled sorrow too. 

And grateful tears my cheeks bedew. 

Thou dear Redeemer, I am thme. 

Myself I ffaitt to thee reaigii; 

O let me in thy glory shine! 

O give me in thy heart a place 

O let me die in thine embrace! 

In heaven, O let me see thy face! 

Welcome then the joyful day. 

Which shall bear my soul away. 

On angelic pinions soarings 

Christ, the King of kings, adoring: 

Perfect happiness possessing, 

Ev ry rich eternal blessing! v 

Can I e*er thy love forget. 

Deeper plunged each day in debt? 

On each comfort is inscribed, 

*« Christ for this was crucify'd?" 
^ This a relish gives to ease. 

This makes even trouble please; 
Great Savior hail! Let saints and angels sing 
The matchless glories of their gracious King; • 
To thee our jgrateful hymns of cbeerfol praise we bring! 
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MY JESUS. 



T^8 true, here is another year; 
And Fin permitted to appear 
Before thee, aod thy name irevere» 

My Jesm! , 

Though Pre abifeM thy prevideBee^ 
Though long Fve liT*d in indoleuee. 
Yet in thy love me recompense, 

My Jetcii! 

O that I had a glimpse' of thee! 

that I had but faith to see 

Thy righteousness transferr'd to me. 
My Jesus! 

But, O this Tile, deeeitful heart. 
So loath with earthly joy to part, 

1 fear will make thee hcnoc depart. 

My Jesus! 

Then, since in an I am inyely'd. 
On thee be all my sins deyolT*d, 
That I henceforth my be absolv'd. 

My Jesus! 

Sweetly permit me to ponfide 
In thee alone, and none beside; 
Ever be thou, my God, my guide, 

My Jesus' 

But here is no continued rest; 
Earth is a wilderness at best; 
But thou canst make me truly blest. 
My Jesus! 

On thee then I will humbly call. 
When tliis clay tenement shall fall. 
And joy to crown thee Lord of all. 
My Jesus! 
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Till ^en, dear Lord, thy serrsat keep. 
By niglit^ by day, awake, asleep; 
And place me with thy dear bought sheep, 
My Jesus! 

Keep me dependent on thy grace. 
Tin I shall see thee face to face, 
Aad he complete hi d^ae embnMe, 

Mf J«tac! 



FRAGMENT OP A VISION. 
^^ Once more Eugenia^" 8atd my celestial gui^, with 
as much complacency and sweetness as could possibly 
shine in an angel's face, ^^ once more will I bear tbee^ 
hence; and to thy wondering sight presait a faircuros- 
pect of the unbounded love of Christ, manifested to the 
sons of men. Thus far my commission extends; and 
thea I leave thee." With humble submission I bowed 
assent, my heart glowing with delight at the pleasing re- 
flection of being indulged with a still nearer Tiew of the 
exhaustless treasures of mercy and grace cantinually flair- 
ing from the wounded side of my blessed Lord. ^^ Is It 
possible," exclaimed I, ^^ under a sdf abasing view of my 
unworthinesa, wiliyetmy heavenly Conductor condescend 
to comply with the inquisitive deskf» and tncltnations of 
one so undeserving?" ^4 am but a creature, andservant of 
the same Master with thee," replied he; " then cease to 
wonder, and know this,that it is the delight and happiness 
of the angels of light to be tiie ministeriog attendants oa 
those that are the sealed of the Lord." Silenced at the 
gentle reproof, I prepared for flight; and encircled in the 
arms of my refulgent gatde, mounted aloft, borne on the 
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floating beams of the aon. With incredible swiftness, 
we traversed the regions of ether; and with no less than 
angelic speed, alighted on the fertile plains of India! 

^* Here observe," said Serenas, " the different objects 
that may arrest thy sight," I looked; and with amaze* 
ment beheld innumerable crowds of the swarthy inhabit, 
ants of Hindostan celebrating an idolatrous festival. The 
barbarous rites, the horrible clangor and confusion, with 
the dreadful superstition of the poor blinded votaries^ 
displayed to my imagination a scene that rent my heart, 
and filled my breast with sorrow and tumult. I beheld 
with anguish their lamentable state; I pitied them; and 
nought but pity could I bestow. My attentive ears were 
pained with the loud and noisy babblings of the multi. 
tude; my eyes, wearied at the unwelcome sight, volun. 
tarily turned aside. Then 1 said in my heart, ^^ Turn 
them, O Lord, and they shall be turned!" Then shall 
this dreary ^' desert blossom as the rose." Serenus per- 
ceiving my distress, said^ in accents that spoke comfort to 
my soul, ^' Be not disquiieted thou fearful one; yet a lit-, 
tie while, and thou shalt see of the glory of God and be 
satisfied; but now direct thy sight to the banks of the 
serpentine Ganges. Tell me, Eugenia, is there any 
thing thitherward to attract your attention?" I beheld, 
and, to my sorrow, the prospect was not of a more 
pleasing nature than the preceding. I could have wept; 
but tears would avail me nothing. Willingly would I 
have shed even tears of blood, to have convinced the 
throng of the error of their ways. I wished to invite 
them to the fountain that deanseth from sin and unclean, 
ness, instead of beholding them reverence and adore the 
Vol. I. 28 
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the wftt^s tlMt «t tie last day nhnli be dried up. The 
feeble cries of the helpless infaats^ who ia vain struggled 
against Hie tweUlDgs oi the iood, were as daggers to my 
breast! ^^Aad are the Inhuman paients so deluded," cried 
I, ^'«B te believe that in drewuing (heir ofisprtng they are 
perforailDf a righteous deed?" ^^Eiren so," replied Sere. 
Has* Pity the heathen world, thou Sovereign Ra4er efthe 
unirerse! How long shall the prince of darkness reiga, 
and not be tonfounded? When wilt thou pluck thy lilies 
from among the thorns of this barren wilderness? Hasten 
the happy period, thou blessed Immanuel! My heart thus 
prayed in silence. Serenus, acquainted with its inmost 
recesses, gently Ibped, **Amen!" The rustling breezes 
long retained the sound, and on the surface of the Ganges 
swiftly flew the whispering echo. 

My angelic guide, now willing to rerire my drooping 
spirits,8ignified his Intention of proceeding. Accordingly, 
we directed our course towards the lowly habitation of a 
poor Hindoo. We entered invisibly; and foond him 
emadated with disease, and stretched on a bed of languish- 
ing. Death had arrested him; but the soul, as if unwilling 
to quit the body, still lingered to breath the last testimony 
of Jesns^ love. Around the bed stood two or three men of 
mild deportment;* and, to my joy, Serenus told me they 
were faithful laborers in this part of Christ's uncultivated 
Yineyard. I was delighted with their assiduous attention to I 
the dying Indian; and beheld how carefully they wiped 
away the cold and deathlike sweat that sat on his brow. 
Nature w^s fast decaying; but each convulsive throb, or 
beating of the fluttering pulse,spread over his countenance 
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ft divine lustre (hat diffused itself around, and kUidkd m 
the breast of each spectator a ^e of heaven! j joy! 

I felt mjself reanfnittted; my heart glowed with gratU 
tude to Him who had thus so a^ndantly dispensed his fa- 
vors in this pla<;e; every one seemed to partake of the 
love and joy that abode with the departing saint; the 
unction of the Spirit was shed abroad eopiousiy! Then I 
experienced the truth of the poet's words; 

''The chamber where this Hindoo meets his fate 

Is privileg'd beyond the common walk 

Of virtuoiis Uie; quite on the verge of heaven!'* 

YOVNO. 

The chain of thoughts that naturally crowded on my 
mind, was broken by the St rugglings between death and na- 
ture. The quivering flame of life that had been nearly 
extinguished, now seemed to rekindle, and kindly gave 
the almost breathless Indian an opportunity of telling the 
world that his Jesus was still faithful, though he was en. 
compassed about with the pains of dissolution. ^'I wish," 
said he, fetching a deep sigh, ^'I could im part to my dear 
brethren in God half the joys I now experience! I was 
sick of love; but my beloved Redeemer ^stayed me with 
flagons, and comforted me with apples.' Glory, glory, be 
to my heavenly Father, for sending the blessed gospel to 
save such an unworthy wretch as I am! I feel the arms of 
my Savior entwined about me; and though I am pass- 
ing through the deep waters, the billows shall not go over 
my head, neither will hesufier me to sink." After regain, 
ing a little breath he again spake; ^'May God abundantly 
bless your labor of love, my dearest brethren! Whether 
my countrymen will hear, or whether they will forbear, ( 
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beseech yon not to relax in joor endeavors to saTetbe^ 
•onls from &emihl Tell (hem, I bowed to idols; but did I 
put my troftt in idols now, I should sink lower than the 
f ra?e! Tell them, I performed the riles of the Ganges; 
but there is no water that cleanseth from sfn, besides the 
water of the ri? er that ^proceedeth out of the throne of 
God and of the Lamb!* I would say more, but I faint. I 
shall soon sleep in Jesus; in his smiles I am happy!'* 
Here he rented; and Serenos having strengthened my 
sight, I beheld, with astonishmeot, the lean and ugly mon- 
ster Death, grasping in his cold embrace the dying Indian^ 
but I perceived he had lost IyIs sting; to comfort him 
were radiant angels kindly supporting his head, and point, 
ing him upwards to the regions of boundless light. ^^True 
it is," I exclaimed, ^^blessed are the dead that die in the 
Lord!" And as I spake,the last and dreadful conflict with 
the world and sin was nearly over. With a faltering and 
tremulous voice the Indiao breathed his last farewell; and 
as the happy soul burst through the apertures of nature, 
^^Jesus receive my spirit," was heard to languish on his 
tongue, n^hus fled the immortal part, and left the body 
still in the cruel gripe of Death. The vision likewise 
fled; but yet the grateful recollection cheers my soul,and 
leaves behind a wish to win a soul to Christ. 

"The sultry climes of India tben I'd choose; 
There would I toil« and sinners' bonds unloose! 
There may I live, and draw my latest breath* 
And in my Jesus' service meet a stingless death!" 

TSMFO. 
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ON THE MOTTO OF T W Ei^M^ OF KmC^TONnSi ARBI8. 

** The mSmft h^< w in hegTen." 

Hope, sweetest eomfbrt, steady ftieii<ly 
WhoeTer dost tiij sneemirs tend. 

Whene'er my mind's oppreits 
Oft have t found thy jg;enial rays 

Dispel the clouds of darkest d^ys* 
Au€ set my soul at rest! 

Bat ah! On earthX dare not cast 
Hope's preeimis anchor, test the Mast 

Of Ume's rode -winds diould shake. 
And loose its hold, and in this giUe 
Of snares and tempests me diould fap. 

And my fond scben^es should break. 

The safest hope's in heaven aboye! 
Stable and firm 'twill e^er prove^ 

For God will ne'er deceive; 
'Til Id Ua6on that I^confide, 
And with his i^Minise aaliifyVl^ 

I safe and j«yfi4 liye! 



THB fifBUS. 

Where mis'ry dwells a constant guest. 
And Vickies in the feeling breast, 
Whatohanpa^wgivieth^avfffr ilNt? 

The B^m 
When storms of ^ree jten^ftation loir'i:^ 
And on the soul their horrors pour, 
Midst all, <iiis giree a tranquil hour; 

The BH)Mt 

Vol. I. *2S 
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318 GOSPEL TRVASURT. 

When eonfleienee, sore oppressed with erim*. 

Reviews the faults of mispent time. 

From ^ee its hopes mutt tpcing saUime, 

MyBibK! 

When*8tern despair, without control. 

Oppression, with his fnord'roas seowl, 

Affiet us; thoa wilt Ucw the soul, 
^ Our Bible! 

From thee our purest eomforts grovri 

Safe with thy guidanee we may go 

ThroQrii the dire scenes of sin and wo. 

My Bihl^ 

Whate'er our state of tife may be. 

Or poor, or rich, or bond, or free. 

Still our warm hearts shall turn to thee* 

Blest Bible! 

Here then, while round afflictions rise. 

To every heart we'll bind the prize, 

Whish bears us onward to the skies. 



Here is a charm for ev'ry grief; 
In this blest word we find retief; 
Obl thee we rest our firm belief, 

The gospel far eonv^s our load. 
And hears us fiorwardon the road 
Towards our Savior and our God, 



Our Bible! 



Sweet Bible! 



Blest Bible! 



The promises, throughout divine. 

Round my enraptur'd heart 111 twine. 

And cry aloud, thou still art mine, 

^ MyBibHs! 

In this I'll search from day todajv 

To guide me in my heav'nly way; 

Atd when I die, thou*rt mine, I II say. 

My Bible! 

For thy blest truths, through all the days 

Of Uest eternity, we'll mise 

A joyful song of sacred praise. 

Blest Bible! 
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«OSPB& TBEASUET. 31f 

A WEEK WELL SPENT. 

It was constantly one of Ihe first thoughts in a morning 
of this rery successfal minister,* ^^ ^hat good may I do 
today?" He resolved this question into the following 
particulars: 

1. His question for the Lord's day morning constantly 
was, ^^Wbat ^hall 1 do, as a pastor of a church, for tha 

good of the flock under my charge?" 

2. For Monday, <^ What shall 1 do for the good of my 
own family?" 

3. For Tuesday, ^^ What good shall I do for my re?a. 
tiona abroad?" Sometimes he changed it for another, 
namely, ^' What good shaft I do to my enemies? And 
how shall I orercome evil with good?" 

4. For Wednesday, ^^ What shall i do for the churches 
of the Lord, and the more general inteteaftt of religion in 
the world?" 

d. For Thursday, << What good may I do in the ser* 
* oral societies to which I am related?" 

6. For Friday, '^What special subjects of afSiction, and 
objects of compassion, may 1 take under my particular 
care? And what shall I do for them?" 

7. For Saturday, ^^ What more hare I to do for the in* 
terest of God in my own heart and life?" 

• lo the firti ye«p of hU mioistry, though only about eighteen years 
ef age, he had reaton to believe he vat made the lattrame&t of eoiyert- 
, ibg at least thirty souls. 



d by Google 



9W OOiVM tSBAMA^'* 

DIVINmr OF CHBtST. 

Two gotie i — were oBeediftpuliiif iw<li« dMvAty of 
Cbrbt. One U tbem, wiio mi^ii^ «giuo9t k^ «ald, ^^If it 
V^e Uue, it cerUinly woald hav6 bem expressed im mow 
dear and uaeqaiYocal terms." ^^Well," said the ^ihtat^ 
^^ admitting that jou belieYed it, were aothoriaed to teach 
it, aod allowed to «se jroarowalaBfvafe^ how would f oa 
opras thedoctrioe tomahettiodubltalile?" << I wo«ld 
say," repliedthe first, '4iiat JesasClHistiseibe true God.** 
<^You are ? erj ha|>pj," rejoiaed the other, ^4o the choice 
of your words; for you have happened to tut apon the 
very wonds of iaspiration. St. JoKo, speakiag of the 
SM9 aifs^ ^^ This is tJM trae God, aad eteraai Ufe." 



8WE4RING iWPROVBD. 
Jl TOtrffG warn firing ref^urned from sea, where he had 
unhappily acquired the babit of profane swearing, went 
to visit a fiiend lo Uie ooantry; when, widking ia the gar. 
den, and approaching too near a bee hive, one i^ them 
■tang him on the head; which m excited Ims wrarh, that 
lie begiM to fltrilLe violently at the bees with his hat, at- 
tering at the same time the most dreadfal oaths and cnitei. 
In the midst «f his fury, one of these little combatants 
stung him on the tip of that imi-alf member, bis toagna, 
which iKw then so actively employed In blaopbemlngJiis 
llaker. Th4M can the I#ocd engage oae«f Ahe saennett of 
his creatures in reprofing the bold ifansgfessor, wito 
dares to^take his name in tain. 
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•OSPEL TREASURY* 3^1 

A SUMMER'S MORN. 

SwBBT the beams of rosy momiDg, 

Silent charin^f gloem awaj; 
Lovely tints the sky adorning^ 

Harbingers of op'ning day! 
See the king of day appearing; , 

Slow his progress and serene; 
Soon I feel the influence cheering 

Of thia grand and loreiy scene! 

I/>vely songsters join their Tofoes^ 

Harmony the gr«ve pervades; 
All in nature now rejmces. 

Light and joy succeed the shades. 
Stars withdraw, and man arises^ 

To his labor cheerful goes; 
lhy*M retomteg bfessings prieei^ 

And in praiM hi« pleasure 8how». 

May each mom, that in succession 

Adds new mercies ever flowing. 
Leave a strong and deep impression 

Of my debt for ever growing! 
Debt of love, ah! How increasing! ^ 

Days and years fresh blessings brings 
But my praise shall flow unceasing^ 

And my Maker's love I'll sing! 



THE PORTRAn'dttE OP A CHRISTIAN. 
If o»e were to draw the portraiture of a Christian, thi» 
probably woiTid come near to his description. He i» 
one who,in doc/r/ne, believes that the three persons in Je. 
bofah are equally engaged in the accomplishment of his 
salvation; that the love of the Father, Son, and Spirit, if 
but one love, directed to the three objects of their respec* 
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3» OM»EL TRCASTTRT. 

ti?e offices for him; luunely^ creation, redemption, and re- 
generation, termioatinf( in his eternal glorification; that 
he was chosen freely to this mercy, when H was lost by 
Adam to his nature; that he is freely called by theeffec. 
fual application of Divine power; thatheisjustifiedi^hoHy 
and entirely, and at once, by the obedience of Jehovah, in 
human flesh,to that perfect law which man was created to 
obey, bat had broken; that he is sanctified in Jesus Christ 
through the Spirit; and by him shall persevere to the 
end, and be everlastingly saved. The Christian is one 
who,in experience jlooks into himself only for humiliation; 
and,out of himself, to God in Cbrist,for all his happiness. 
He perceives, and often very wofully, that he has not the 
power of thinking, saying, or doing one good thing; and 
that,however specious many moral acts may appear to the 
world, there is nothing intrinsically holy but what is 
brought into him, and mainf ained in him by the agency of 
the Holy One. Body, soul, and spirit,therefore,be meekly 
surrenders to his God, for time and for eteraity. He dis- 
trusts his own wisdom, and will, in all cases, from a just 
persuasion that what is perverse in its own nature can only 
lead him astray. His whole security from falling, he founds 
Upon his God; and, accordingly, he flies to him in all his 
temptations and distresses, great or small. He feels him- 
self a poor, weak creature, that cannot stand a moment, 
and is, therefore, never easy bat when he leans apon his 
beloved. He is well acquainted with this truth, uttered bj 
a good man,that '^withGod,themo8t of mosts,in opposi- 
tion to himself, is less than nothing; but, without hiai,tbe 
least o( leasts is too great a burden;" and he hath that joj 
and peace in his Savior, which he knows the world can 
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«OftPEL TREASintT* SS3 

neitlwir glte no^r take away. Advert to Kw manmers and 
conversetiion Hoatteods theordiaances of the gospel, be- 
cause in them tie finds refreshment and strength to his sonL 
He hears the word with solemnity, comes to hear it with 
seriousaess^and departs with gravity. Not glad, when 
service is performed, io commence busy body in other 
men's matters, or to enter into thv frothy discourse of i4i< 
tongues. Like Mary^he wishes io tr^aaure up the^ospel 
in his heart, without evaporating its sweet savor by the 
impertinence and dissipation of worldly things. Collected 
and retired ifo himsielC, he arms to be laoffensire to others. 
Without parade, he is religions; and serious without either 
gloom or severity. Never wishing to be forward in di8« 
putes, he iserer desirous of supporting the truths of God 
ia a way that may please God." He seeks not to obtrude 
upon or assume over others; but, with modest cheerful, 
ness, wishes to elevate retigton in the eyes of men; bear, 
ing with their infirmities, from the deepest conviction of 
his own. Above all things, he delights in the company of 
Him who speaks as none other can speak; and, when he 
obtained this happiness, to use an old paradox, 'Ms never 
less alone than when he is alone." He is never satisfied 
*^to part with his privatedaty,till be has found communion 
with God in it; and, when he has found that, he perceives 
such a sweetness and savor in it, as to make it not easy 
for him tp go forth a^n into the world." Against such 
an experience as this, which sees, and handles, and tastes 
of the woid of life, there is no arguing. If a man should 
attempt to controvert this testimony, it would be worse 
than to deny the evidence of the natural senses; because 
it is founded upon the truth of God, which cannot deceive; 
and upon the power of God, which worketh all in all. 
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3M O08P1L TEBA8U&T* 

These are seme principal outlines of the Chrbtian in 
his faith,experience) and conversation. There are others, 
reader, which, if these are once transcribed upon thy sonl, 
will, by the power of grace^come in to heighten the amia- 
ble picture of thy heart and life. But,does there not ap. 
pear, e fen from these, some benefit and advantage in being 
a Christian? Thedevif himself spake truth for once, when 
he said, that ^^Job did not serve God for nought;'' nor 
doth any true believer. If the heath^i moralist could af- 
firm that ^^Virtae is its own reward," what superior ad. 
Tantages hath such a believer, who, with Abraham, knows 
that Jehovah himself is his shield^ and his ^4nexpressi« 
bly, exceeding great reward." 

Redeein'd from slavery of earth. 
In Christ renev'd by Tieav^nTy birth. 

Which only Christ could give; 
Patient, submissiTe, homble, mild. 
With life and conscience undefil'd. 

See how the Christians live! 

Looking to Jesus as their friend. 
Watching for glory as their end. 

With ardent, longing eyej 
Yidding wHJfjoy their latest breath, 
Ajid rising- o*er the force of death. 

See how the Christians die!" 



END OF FIRBT VOLUME. 



Samuel Tiirell Armstrong^ printer^ 
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